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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to Supply Bill No. 1
(fl,910,500).

QUESTION-UPPER CANNING
BRIDGE, RECONDITIONING.

Mr. NORTH asked the Acting Minister
for Works: 1, Is it a fact that tenders have
heen called for the reconditioning of the
Upper Canning bridge ait Gosnells? 2 , Is
it a fact that specifications provide for the
widening of the bridge to the extent of two
feet, and that no provision has been made
for a footbridge? 3, Is he aware that the
danger to pedestrians on the bridge will be
increased by the extension proposed, owing
to the greater fheility given for motor
vehicles passing each other? 4, What would
be the estimated coat of a footbridge to pro-
vide security for pedestrians?

The ACTING MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, N.\o. 4, £500.

QUESTION-GROUP SDTTLEMENTS,
OVERHEAD CHARGES.

'Mr. .1. H. SMITHr: The question that I
was to ask the Minister for Lands regarding
overhead charges in connection with group
holdings appears on the Notice Paper as
follows:

Is it a fact that ovcrhead charges, plus
capital nd~ interest, represent 2.5 per cent. of
the total charges against group holdingst

There appears to be a slight error, although
I do not know that it makes much difference.
Instead of the words "plns capital and in-
terest," the question should have included
the words "Plus eapitalised interest."

The Minister for Iands: That does not
make any difference.

The Premier: The answer to that question
would be obvious.

Mr. J. H. SMI1TH: In the circumstances,
I ask leave to withdraw the question.

Question by leave withdrawn.

ADDRXSS-IN-REPLY.

Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. C. P. WANSEROUGH (Beverley)
[4.37>: As the representative of a con-
stituency entirely devoted to farming opera-
tions, and as a practical farmer myself, it
many not be out of place if my openin~g
remarks are confined to a review of the
early part of the season, which, to a large
extent, had a depressing effect upon most
of the agricultuiral districts, of the State.
While I will not suggest that our condi-
[ions approximated that of a drought, the
season to tile and of June wvas the driest
experienced for many years in this State.
I have prepared a few figures that will be
of interest. 1 intend to make use of them,
not with a view to interesting hon. members
hare so much as to indicate the practical
lesson to be learnt from the experiences of
the season so far. I trust it will prove of
benefit to newv settlers who may be expected
to come here in such large numbers in the
future. For the eight months from the 1st
November to the 30th June last, 468 points
of rain fell throughout the greater portion
of the wheat-growing areas. I refer more
particularly to the central, or older settled
districts. Then, during the month of July
following, 469 points of rain fell, or one
point more than was recorded during the
preceding eight months. Tn 1912 we had a
similar experience, Only 315 points4 of rain
fei duringx the eight months; fromn November
to JTnneI but during the following July, 575
points were recorded, or a to~al of 890
Points for the nine months. I particularly
refer to the total for the nine months in
the hope that we will experience similar con-
ditions this year, because, despite the re-
cords I have quoted, we had a splendid
season. With a decent carry-on from now,
I see no reason why the State cannot exceed
very conside-rably the previous record pro-
duction of 35,000,000 bushels of wheat. On
the law of averages, and with similar falls
of rain. I think wve have every instifleation
for being optimistic in that respect. We
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have quite three months yet to go and the
appearances of the agriculturval districts
bave never been better than at present. Any
hon. member who is familiar with those dis-
tricts will agree with me when I say that,
from the point of view of the growing
crop;, the outlook has never been better
than it is to-day. I trust the desire of the!
Minister for Agriculture, that the centenary
crop will prove a record one for the State,
will be fulfilled. Recently I travelled
throug&hout my electorate and adjoining
electorates as well, and T can vouch for the
statement that the farmers are doing all
they can towards that end, and I know that
the farmers in other districts are adopting
a similar course. I believe we shall have a-
much larger area under crop for the cen-
tenary year. Reverting to my opening re-
marks, regarding the season, I wish to
emiphasise the fact that, from a sheep man's,
point of view, it has been the most disa;s-
trois for nmany years. In many parts hand-
feeding has,- had to be resorted to. There
is an old axiom that tells us that adversity
teaches its lesson. From that point of view.
it is to be hoped that the experience of the
mnixed farmers will he such that they will
make ample -provision for fodder, so as to
he prepared to cope with extraordinary
seasons. It would he of great interest if
the Minister for Agriculture and his officers
were to induce the farmers to place on re-
cord their experiences during the season, and
particulars; regarding the steps taken by
them to tide aver the dry period. If those
experiences- were embodied in a pamnphlet,
the publication would serve a useful purose
if made available to the farmers throughout
the vanions districts. It is indeed re-
grettable that, while we have had
sujch a splendid season from the stand-
point of the wheatgrower, it hags
heen so disastrous to the sheep men.
It is unquestionable that meat prices have
been considerahly affected by the shortage
of lamb mutton in particular. The result
of the lambine in most districts will not
exceed 50 per cent., and many of them wi'l
not reach that percentagze. T believe T ain
safe in foreeastinff that the actual results;
will demonstrate that there will not he a
50 per cent. lamnbine earmarked throughout
the mixed farming areas of Western _Aus-
tralia Coming on top of the adverse sea-
son in the North. Particularly in the Ifn-
ehisoin area. it seems to me that meat lu-ices,
must remain fairly high for a considerahie
time to come- Another matter I wish to

refer to relates to the Bush Fires Act. It
i-, necessary to amend that legislation so as
to make the opening and closing dates for
burning-off more uniform. In my electorate
there are several road board areas and it is
common knowledge that, while the opening
date for burning-off operations on one side
of the road may, he the 1st February, on the
other side it is the 15th February. Those
dates should be made uniform and a general
opening date for burning off fixed by
law. The fixing of that date should
not be left so much in the hands of
Jocal governing auithorities as it has been
in the past. As an old road board
member, I have taken part in many dis-
cussions, regarding recommendations to be
made to the department as to the exact
date when burning off might be permitted.
That time has gone by. There has been and
always will be in the minds of farmers a
distinct dread of tire, but that feeling should
not be allowed to interfere with the progress
of the State. I say without fear of contra-
diction that the opening date, particularly
in some districts, is too late, as farmers are
losing quite a fortnight of the best burning-
period of the year. Seeinge that the rainy
season sets in within about six weeks of
the opening date, the period for burning is
not by any means sufficient. I hope the
Minister wilt bring shout an alteration
that will be more in conformity with the
requirements of the districts. The risk of
damage being done by fire will be no greater
at the Ist February than at the 15th Feb-
ruary, which are the dates usually pre-
scribed., except that the value of feed may
he greater at the beginning of the month.
For all practical purposes, harvesting -op-
erations should be well over by the 1st Feb-
ruary. Any man who has not got his cro1)
off by that date would have been delayed
by exceptional circumstances, such as an
accident to his machinery, and the risk of
crop being burnt through fires getting be-
yond control of the elearers is slight indeed.
Let me refer to the question of local water
supplies end particularly the effect of the
dry summer on the agricultural supplies.
The season hag! been a9 trying one, even in
the oldest districts. Dlams and even wells
that have never before been known to fail
have failed this year. I congratulate the
Minister on having met the diffiulty in-
a practical manner in the eastern or
newer areas, particularly in my electorate,
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and on having relieved much distress in
-certain areas. So far as he was able,
he made ample provision there. That has
also been done in older areas, and
the Minister's assistance has proved ex-
tremely helpful. There is a matter that
comes within the purview of the Minister
for Water Supply on which I have spoken
previously, and that is the salinity of the
Avon River. I thank the Minister for
-having made available officers to take levels
and acquire the necessary data for damming
the lakes which, in my opinion, are the
chief contaminating influence, I hope that
this year the Minister will be able to pro-
vide a small sum of money for the erection
of flood gates so that the difficulty can be
tackled in an effective manner. At the
present time the flow from the lakes is
easterly, and the river is banked up for a
distance of eight or nine miles. In the
course of a week or two the water wtill
turn in the opposite direction, the flow from
the takes will be released and the thousands
of gallons of water as salt as thle sea im-
pounded therein will be set free. It is suchl
water that contaminates tile Avon River and
is responsible for Contamination below
the lake entrances. I hope tile Minister will
use his best endeavours to get the Treasurer
to provide the money necessary for flood
gates, which will prove the key to the position.
I wish to direct the attention of members to
the statistical data being collected by the
police. I daresay some members are aware
that when the police officials were gatheringi
the information last year they demanded
that the larmer zhould -.how the uniin-
proved capital value of his holding, a de-
mand that bad never previously been made.
I am anxious to know for what reason that
information is required. If it is required
for taxation purposes, then it is a violation
of the principle on which the returns are
supplied, because it is clearly set out that
the returns are required for statistical pur-
poses only. If the information is required
for taxation purposes. why should it not be
obtained from the Taxation Department,
which has it in the proper form? That
would save the time of the farmers; andl
spare them unnecessary harassing-. Most
of the forms are handed out by the con-
stables in tile town, or are g-iven to the
farmer in his paddock, and the particulars
of the unimproved capital value supplied on
the spur of the moment might not be cot-

rect. Yet the farmer is committing a breach
of the law if he supplies incorrect informa-
tion. This may appear to be a very small
matter, but I assure the Government that
it is causing a lot of unnecessary harassing.
I hope the Minister will explain why it is
necessary to ask for such information in1
the statistical returns.

Mr. Angelo: Is not that a C-lOiiuuoawcaltb
matter?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I do not
know. It is being collected by the police, to-
gether with the information usually supplied
in the annual returns.

Mr. Angelo: On behalf of the Common-
wealth.

Mir. C. P. WANSBROL'GH: Another
matter to which I wish to direct attention
is the adoption of Federal values by road
boards for the purposes of local taxation. I
believe that red eral values have also been
adopted by the State; of that .1 am not
sure, hut I have been so informed. Let
Wne direct attention to the injustice of
accepting those values holus bolus. No
practical allowance whatever is made for
the class of land, because none of the
holdings has been valued block by block
or acre by acre. The holdings are valued
on their situation. No allowance is
made fur areas carrying poison or for
anything else. I have had experience
of the effect of adopting the Federal values.
Recently I acquired land a few miles out of
a certain town. It contains poison, but it ~
valued as high for local rating purposes as
is the land of my neighbour over the road
which has not a bush of poison on it. I
have to incur considerable expense to fence
the land and eradicate the poison, and I
am unable to carry sheep on it. A number
of years will elapse before I can bring that
land into full production, but meanwhile
willy nilly I have to pay the same rates as
the man who has no poison at all on his
land. Increases in values up to 400 per cent.
have taken place under the Commonwealth
valuations, and those valuations have been
adopted by some of the local bodies. I under-
stand that efforts are being made by the
Mkini~ter to compel other local bodies to do
likewise. So long as the valuation is fair,
I have no objection to offer, but I have
quoted my own experience to show that it
is; not fair. The Premier gave us a lot of in-
formation the other evening of the Govern-
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anes intentions regarding the 3,000 farms
scheme. I am in agreement with the proposi-
tion, but I wish to sound a note of warning
regarding the lay out of roads in the areas
in which the farms are being established. I
hope that care will be exercised, and that
blocks will not be unnecessarily divided by
roads, whether main or developmental roads.
Some of the blocks are being indiscrimin-
ately out up by roads not in conformity with
the lay of the country, but because a siding
or water supply happens to be in the vicinity
the surveyor cuts a -road through a surveyed
Mlock. In many instances, the blocks were
located long ago. One wan has 500 acres
of crop on a 1,000-acre block, and recently
the surveyors put a road through it from
,corner to corner, which means that the holder
must incur additional expense to fence the
road on both side;. That sort of thing
unnecessarily hampers a_ settler. The sur-
veyors should be more careful when they
carry a road through a block, and should cer-
taily go throuigh on the square instead of
cutting the block into triangular shapes. Let
me now refer to that hardy annual, the
Brookton-Armadale railway. Much that I
igh-t have said has been cut away as a re-

sult of the deputation that wailed on the
TPremier last week, but I wish to tell himi
candidly that as soon as the three months
have elapsed he will be deluged with another
deputation much bigger than the one last
iN eek. I hope that the Brookton-Dale rail-
way will not be left in the same position as,
the Yarramony railway, the construction of
which has been held tip for a number of
years. I hope that our persistent advocacy
of the Dale railway will not result in its
construction being postponed from time to
Lime. The through line from Brookton
to Armadale can remain in abeyance for
a time, though I believe the Government
and the Engineer-in -Chief are imbued with
the need for constructing the through
line. For the moment, however, the most
important consideration is the construction
of the section already authorised from
Rrookton to the Dale. It is time a move
was made to put that work in hand seeing
that four years; have elapsed since the
railway was auithorised. The survey
has been completed, and all the neces-
sary data is available to permit of the work
being started. I hope that provision will be
made this year for the building of the first

section of that line. Last week I asked a
question regarding the tariff charged at the
State Hotels and I received a reply from
the M1inister which was not at all satisfac-
tory, and which in one respect was absolutely
incorrect. I asked the Minister what justi-
fication there was for increasing the tariff,
and was told that the tariff had been in-
creased to meet the increased expenses. Fur-
ther, the Minister said that private hotels
had already increased their tariff to a similar
extent. I maintain that in the country dis-
tricts that is not so. There has been no in-
crease in the tariff of the country hotels. It
is a misuse of a monopoly for the Govern-
ment to increase the tariff of State hotels
when private institutions are providing just
as good accommodation at a 20 per cent.
lower tariff and, so far as 1 can see, have
to bear just the same expenses. I feel it in-
cumbent upon me to deal with this matter
because the information supplied to the Min-
ister was evidently incorrect. I wan pleased
to hear the Premier's remarks regarding the
application of money for workers' homes to
the counatry districts. I understand that in
future the State money will be used in the
country districts, and the Federal money will
be used in the metropolitan area. That is a
step in the right direction and it is one that
will be appreciated by the country people.
Another matter to which I wish to refer con-
cerns the Minister for Railways, and that
ir., the carrying out of a promise made by the
Commissioner of Railways two or three
years ago for the lighting of coun-
try railway stations. More particularly do T
refer to the lighting of the Corrigin
railway station by electricity. The reply
given in the first case was that as soon as
the night service was established in that
centre the department would supply the
station with electric light. The night ser-
vice has been in existence for some
time, hut despite the letters I have written
to the Commissioner of Railways, nothing
has been done. I hope that provision will
be made on the Estimates for the work to
hie put in hand. The department should
comne into line with private enterprise in
these districts, where citizens have already
shiown their faith by investing their cap-
ital. I now wish to refer to the Vermin
Act and its incidence. I am pleased to
know the member for Toodyny (Mr.
Lindsay) intends to bring down a Bill
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with the idea of putting the Act into
shape. I do not know what provisions it
will contain, but I do know that the
squatters in the North are getting a dis-
tinct benefit at the expense of agrieultu-
rists in the south and central districts. I
hope the Minister will see that the Act is
amended and made more equitable to all
concerned.

The Minister for Lands: It could be
ab olished.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Yes, it is
the most iniquitous measure on the statute-
book and savours more of class legislation
than anything else in existence. Whilst the
agriculturists are providing the sinews of
war to enable the squatters to fight the ver-
joi they have to contend with, the squat-
ters refuse to assist the farmers in combat-
ing the rabbit pest.

The Minister for Lands: The squatters
have cleared thousands of acres of country
out of their own resources.

Mr, C. P. WAN SBROUGH: Farmers,
too, cleared thousands of dogs out of the
country before the squatters did anything.
We did that without asking the rest of
this community to finance us, and by doing
this work we have increased the value of
our land and enabled the Government
through taxation to provide more money
for clearing the vermin out of the North.
We have rabbits to fight. Provided we
were allowed some reasonable exemptions,
I should be satisfied with the Act as it
h-., but we have no hope of getting such ex-
emptions until the Act is amended. We
know the ridiculous view the. departmental
officers take as to what constitutes a ver-
min fence.

Mr. Lindsay: Blame the House fai
that.

Mr. C. P. WAKSBROTJOH: If the de-
finition of a fence is ridiculous, the defi-
nition of a wild dog is still more so. I
would sound a note of warning, and it is
that it will not be long before all dogs
in the country districts are brought within
the definition of a wild dog. It is the idea
of the departmental officers; that any dog,
Irrespective of class or breeding, that is
running at large, is a wild dog.

Mr. Lindsay: The Act says that.
-Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Under that

definition there will be very few helpics or
any other kind of dog left in the ag-ricul-
tural districts.

The Minister for Mines: They should
not be allowed to run 'wild1 but should he
destroyed.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: The Act is
open to gross misuse and to the fleecing
of the department. There are dogs in the
agricultural districts that are no more
wild than lap dogs in the city, but people
can take their scalps and pelts and collect
£12 a head on them.

Mr. Lindsay: Dogs that are running
wild should he destroyed.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROTJGH: Although
it is provided that the scalps shall be des-
troyed under the supervision of some officer
or local authority, it is possible that the
department may be rocked right and left.
I agree with the remarks of the member
for Albany 01r. A. Wanabrough) on the
subject of the Fremantle harbour ext en-
sion. We have had experts' opinions be-
fore, and we shall have them again, hot
between them all we do not know where
we arc. To extend the harbour in any
direction than up the river would seem
to be a step in the wrong direction. It is
a question upon which we should
have the fullest possible information,
irrespective of what it costs to get
it, before we come to any decision
upon it. T will await with interest such
information as the Minister for Works may
be able to afford. I hope no undue haste
will be shown in the matter, and that what-
ever is done is dlone in the best interests4
of the S'tate, both from the point of view
of present and future requirements. With
regard to the Main Roads Board, quite a
change has occurred since the conference
met and dealt wi)th the question. From the
formidable agenda that was placed before
the conference, one would imagine that the
'Ma in Roads Board would have been out of
dxistenee before this, but the chairman of
that hoard was able to satisfy the con fer-
sure on many points, and the proceedings-
terminated in an amicable fashion. I be-
lieve the Act was the main cause of the
trouble. I have hand no difficulty with the
board myself. I &~ffer from the Premier in
his statement that at the country confer-
ences no resrard wvne shown for the real
trouble, and that res;olutions were passed of
a character unfriendly towards the Gorern-
meat We had a conference at Beverley,
which wans attended by representatives, of
all the road hoards in. the district. A reso-
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Ili Lion was carried acknowledging that the
Ac~t was at fault. The conference held in
Perth was the outcome of the country con-
ferences. I am glad to be in a position to
refute the Premier's statement, though I be-
lieve he made it in good faith, The trouble
is we are working under both State and
Federal legislation, and between the two we
do not know where we are. Apart from
that there has been unnecessary political in-
terference, which has placed the hoard in an
invidious position. I refer, of course, to
Federal political interference. Until in-
isters of the State and Federal Governments
sink their political differences and come to-
gether, and view' the matter in a common-
,sense way, the administration i; riot likely
to improve.

The Minister for Mlines: At every confer-
ence the Federal M3inister has agreed with
the views of the local authorities, but when
he has returned he has found be could not
carry out his promises.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: A better
state of affairs should be brought about be-
tween the fiwo factions. When dealing with
the matter in the public press, the Premier
seemed to reflect upon the select committee
which was appointed by another place to
deal with thM main roads question. Whilst
such references may have been all right
from the point of view of political propa-
ganda they have not got us anywhere. The
refeernees have not been altogether correct.
I helieve the select committee had only one
obj ect in view-the framing of a good meas-
ure. Members of the committee went to
Victoria, on the Act passed in which State
our own Act was based. Upon the informa-
tion and evidence collected by the select comn-
mittee, the members of it came to a certain
decision, which I believe was honestly gi'ven.
Whether it was eventually proved to be the
undoing of the work of the board, I am
not prepared to say. There is no doubt
about the honesty of the intentions of the
select committee. I do not agree with the
idea of using those recommendations for
political Propaganda at this stage. With re-
gard toD the question of education, I feet I
must refer to the cheese paring- policy of
the department in dealing with country

scol.I refer particularly to the question
of shelter sheds. I understand the depart-
ment has decided that no more shelter sheds
shall be provided for country schools. That
decision is unfair to the scholars as well as

to the teachers. It is said that sufficient tie-
conmodation is already provided by the v-er-
andahs and the school when the weather is
wet. Ample facilities are provided for chil-
dren and teachers in the metropolitan area,
and there seems no justificationl for depriv-
ing the country districts of similar facili-
ties. If they are necessary in the metro-
politan area, they are still more necessary
in the country. This decision of the depart-
mneat is a step in the wrong direction, and
country mnembers should voice their pro-
tests against it. The driving allowances for
country children have also been withdrawn.
That is one of the greatest penalties imposed
upon any section of the community. Ours
is a policy of free education. Many of our
farners do not enjoy a gross income greater
than £400 a year, and quite a number of
them aire being assisted by the Industries
A-seistance Board, and the cash they receive
amounts to an allowance of only 9s. a day.
It is distinctly wrong to deprive those peo-
ple of the driving allowance. It should be
restored at once, and the compulsory radius
over which it operates should be extended
from three miles to five. If the allowance
were restored and the radius extended,
sonte of the schools which are now rather
close together, could be moved elsewhere. I
hope the department will make some provi-
sion to meet the requirements of new settle-
ments% in a similar fashion. The educational
facilities that are provided must have an im-
portant bearing upon the deeison of mi-
grants and others to take up new areas. If
reasonable conditions are provided for them,
they are much more likely to live con-
tentedly in thei r new surroundings.
Now I come to the Premier's utterance on
uinemploynment. Tt may be remembered that
at one Mtaze of his speech, when lie was
referring to Southern Europeans, I inter-
jeeted, "W"ho is going to do the work in
country' areas?" I repeat that question
now. Without being a champion of South-
ern Europeans. T say without fear of con-
tradiction that men coming from the Old
Country and the average Australian of to-
day will- not do clearing wvork. That fact
has been broughlt home to us in the country
districts.

The Miniister for Mines: Australians and
Britishers will not do it while the others
can be got to do it cheaper.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROIJGH: I speak
from personal experience. I have Italians
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working for me to-day. H-ad it not been
for the rough handling I have received from
Australians and Britishers, that would not
be so. The average migrant cannot do
clearing work. and the average Australian
nill not.

The Minister for Railways: Oh!
Mr. C. P. WAN SBROUGHI: I know what

I am speaking about. The old Australian
clearer is gone.

The Minister for Railways: Nonsense!
Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: The averag-e

migrant is being spoilt by the do'e which is
given him in the South-West on the group
Fettlenients.

The Minister for Railways: All the
migrants are not on the group settlements.

Mr. C. P. WANSEROUGH: Italians
would have cleared the land on the groups
at one half the cost.

The Minister for Lands: Then your
policy would be to introduce Italians, and
not Britisbers at all.

Mr, C. P. WANSEROUGH: How many
of the men to be placed on the 3,000 farms
will do their own clearing?7

The Minister for Lands: Do you suggest
that we shou'd %lseontinue the introduction
of Britishers and introduce Ttalians

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members

will have an o-nportunity to reply.
Mr. C. P. WANSBROlJGH: I am sorry

if I have raised the ire of members oppo-
Rite, bitt T am sneaking froni practical know-
ledge. I would sooner dispense with the
Italians, Albianiars and other foreigners if
I could. However, in mri district alone.
during this year, from 12.000 to 15,000
acres of land are heing cropped -which
would not have heen under crop at all hut
for the Italians. I will go further, and give
my persona? expteriencee of a e\aring con-
tract. In the first place. I let it to Aus-
tralians. ard in the second place I let it to
Briishers-not new arrivals, but men who
had been here for some years. T gave the
Australians And the Eritishiers their own
price, and the work cost me 9s& pegr acre
to clean up by Italians; and in addition
I was left in the lurch- In bygone
years one could get land cleared by Aus-
tralians, but that has not been so latterly.
If this question comes before the House in
five years' time. myv words -will he aceknow-
ledred to hr true. PnIe~s we allow Italian-
to do the work, we shall not Let it dune at
all; we shall not gret Australians to do it.
I go one better and say, if a success is to

be made of South-Western settlement, let
the Italians do the work; it will not be done
by the Britishers. I am stating facts which
the Government will have to face in the
near future. If the Government are going
to debar Italians and other workers from
participating in the work which is avail-
able--and let ine say that the Italians do
not work cheap!-y and do not live cheaply,
as I can prove by store bills-

The Minister for Lands: I do not care
about your store bills. I have proof in the
Agricultural Bank that the Italians do the
work at £1 per acre cheaper.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I would
sooner pay a gang of Italians 3s. or 4s.
per acre more than average Australians and
Britisbers, because the job would be com-'
pleted, and with less trouble.

The Minister for Railways: You ought
to be ashamed to say so.

The Minister for Lands: Is that the
Country Party attitude

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH:- No. It is
my own view.

Mr. Thomson: It is not the Country Party
view.

Mr, Lindsay: No.
The Minister for Lands: It is the Country

Party view all right.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
M1r. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Later it may

be not only the Country Party view, but the
view of the majority of men in this State,
and more particularly the Government's
view. I have not much more to say.

The Minister for Railways: You ought not
to, after making such statements.

'Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH:- I have b-road
shoulders, and can bear it all, It is pleasing
to see in the Governor's Speech a reference
to the redistribution of seats. I am anxiously
awaiting the introduction of the measure,
which in my opinion is long overdue.

Mr. Sleeman : Soon you will have only
Italians in your electorate.

'Mr. C. P. WANSEROUGH: In that ease
it will he one of the best developed districts
in the State. The Government will hate
my support if the Redistribution of Seats
Bill is on an eq-itable basis; that is to say,
on the basis of community of interests rather
than the basis of population. In conclusion,
I wish to refer to the disposal of the Drum-
dlyer Estate in the Beverley district, and I
claim the attention of the Minister for lands.
The Drumelyer Estate was sold recently by
private treaty. I wish to know what was the
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necessity for disposing of it by that method.
1 wish to he candid, and therefore I state
that the Minister some time ago offered me
the privilege of perusing the file dealing with
the matter. However, owing- to circum-
stances, I did not avail myself of the offer.
Still, I wish to protest against the disposal
of a property of such value and quality
without public tenders being willed. It was
handed over to the department previously at
a considerable loss to the State. First of all,
it was purchased from Mr. Butcher. There-
upon it was disposed of to a returned soldier,
at a loss to the State. Now it has been sold
by private trcaty to outside persons. Has
any further loss resulted to the State from
the last transaction? The estate is a tine
one, lying close to the town of Beverley, with
railway facilities right at the door, and
possessing a river frontage. In fact, it is
one of the most up-to-date properties in the
Beverley district. Now it has reverted to
private enterprise. Five years ago a re-
turned soldier desired to sell the property,
and did arrange to sell it, but had to retract
because repatriation conditions forbid such
a sale except after the lapse of five years.
The soldier could have sold the estate at a
profit to himself, and with satisfaction to
the purchaser; but he was not allowed to
do so. In the conrse of the five-years term
he has put up a large debit, and I do not
doubt in the least that the Soldier Settlement
Board were glad to get rid of him. How-
ever, I should like to know just what were
the terms and conditions under which the
property was last sold. At a later stage I
shall probably move that the papers be laid
on the Table. As I said in opening, I trust
the coming year will he a bumper one. Cer-
tainly, at the present moment the price of
our chief commodity, wheat, is not glowing.
The position is not at all cheering to the
wheat grower when the value of siding wheat
throughout Western Australia rules at about
3s. 1id. I believe, however, that much of the
discussion which has been proceeding in the
Press recently on this subject is merely
propaganda, directed more particularly
against the wheat pool.

Mr. Sleeman: You want to rake that up
again, do you?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: No. I be-
lieve in letting sleeping dogs lit. I hold
that ultimately the co-operative method of
handling our wheat through the pool will be
the means of considerably raising the value
of that product. The immediate outlook,
however, is not hopeful. I trust that before

the season matures a better avenage price
will rule for wheat.

MRB. J. MacCALLUM SMITH (North
Perth) [5.2-5] : I desire to make a few re-
marks on several matters referred to in His
Excellency's Speech, and also on some imi-
portant items not mentioned therein. Most
members who have spoken have dealt fully
with the matters that are mentioned in the
Speech, and so I shall make my remarks
brief. In listening to the Governor's Speech,
one would naturally come to the conclusion
that everything in Western Australia is
highly satisfactory; but there is no getting
away from the fact that there is a fly in
the ointment. We are faced with a serious
unemployment problem. While this trouble
is seasonal, I think I am right in saying
that onl the present occasion the uneniploy-
ment question is more serious than ever-it
has been in Western Australia before.

Mr. Wilson: Too many have come from
Italy.

Mr. Thomson: That is nonsense,
Mr. J. iMkeCallum. SMITH: Unlern

some steps are taken to remnedy the trouble,
unemployment will increase to a consider-
able extent.

The 'Minister for Lands: Did you hear
wihat the last speaker said?

Mr. J. MacCallum. SMITH:- I did. He
spoke for himself, and I have my own
opinions with regard to what he said.

The Minister for Lands: I hope your
opinions are not similar.

Mr. J. MacCallum. SMITH: The ex-
planation given by the Premier as to our
unemployment trouble to rhy mind is cor.
rect. Undoubtedly Western Australia has
been attracting considerable numbers of
Eastern States unemployed. Naturally, they
have come here expecting to find plenty of
work. Their numbers have been augmented
by numerous inigrartts, who have come out
also seeking work. On top of that, many
group settlers have been thrown on the em-
ployment market. So that to-day we have
a considerable number of people walking
the streets of Perth, looking for work and
not able to find it. There are many cases
of hardship. Within my own knowledge
are cases of marrind men with families
going for considerable periods without a
mecal. It would he a great reflection on
this country and its Government if some-
thing were not done to remedy the position.
Whilst I admit that the Government have-
taken certain steps to meet the situation;
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nfortunately those steps will not, I think,
settle the trouble permanently. C1 have said
that the problem is seasonal. That is gener-
ally admitted. Therefore we should pre-
pare for these periods of depression instead
of waiting until they are right on top of
us and then taking panic steps to remedy
the evil. We should realise that every year
we are bound to have an unemployment pro-
blem, and wye should prepare to meet it.
Instead of spending money on fantastic
projects, lending funds to road boards, muni-
cipalities and the City Council to be spent
very often in ornamental works, the Gov-
ernment would do far better to assist in
starting reproductive works, which would
eventually become self-supporting. I have
iii mind that the Government might have
started the South Swan railway, which I
think everybody admits must be constructed.
Every year it is becoming more necessary.
I had hoped the Government would have
taken that railway in hand, for it would
provide work for a large mnber of unem-
ployed. The South Swan railway must be
built and, once built, it will save the coun-
try a considerable sum of money in the
economical handling of the wheat harvest
and in many other ways.

Mr. Brown: The Brootton railway will
relieve that.

Mr. J. MacCallurn SMITH: There are
other places besides Brookton. It is a pity
the Government have- not taken the South
Swan railway in band and set about its
construction. Another reason for the drift
to -the city is that in country towns living
accommodation is so scanty. We find nici
wasting time and energy and money in walk-
ing, in some instances, hundreds of miles to
the city to look for work. Of course, osa
arrival they swell the numbers of the un-
employed in the city. A good dial might
he done to stop this drift to the city if there
were more homes in country towns. I was
pleased to hear the Premier say the Workers'
Homes Board were to be provided with
funds 'with which to erect homes in countiry
towns. That is a step in the right direction,
for once there is suitable accommodation for
families in the country, there will be more
inducement for the men to remain there in-
stead of tramping hundreds of miles to
Perth to look for work. The unemnployment
question is the most important wve have to
face at the present time. it is growing at
a tremendous 'rate, and whilst we are able
to find temporary work for all this army
of men, yet they will he unemployed again

as soon as that temporary work is finishea,
and so we shall be faced once more with the
problem) which will be greater then than
it is to-day. We ought to do our very best
to permanently settle those men on the land,
so that they will not again become mem-
ber, of the unemployed. In reg-ard
to my own electorate, North Perth,
there is no immediate call for a rail-
way or a tramline. We have suffi-
cienit tram tracks, but unfortunately we
liave insufficient tram cars. Everyone who
sees the trains coming in to the city in the
morning, going out again at lunch time, and
going out again in the evening, must realise
that the department has not risen to the occa-
sion, has not provided sufficient trains for
carrying all the people who have occasion to
use that means of transportation. It is a
disgrace to the Tramway Department that
nothing like sufficient cars are provided.

The Mlinister for Railways: It is all right
at lunch time, surely. I go home every day.

'Mr. J. MacCaihun SMI1TH: If there ip
any diminution of the trouble during the
luncrh time traffic, it is because the people
-ire -,o digusted wvith the tram service that
they l -rfe to have luncheon in town.

The Minister for Railways: If the hon.
member will come with me at lunch time to-
morrow, he will find the tramns are not 70 per
cent. filled. I go home to luncheon every
day.

Mr. Mann: Is it the same in the morning?
The Minister for Railways: I am not talk-

ing about the morning truffle.
Mr. J. MacCallumn SMITH: During the

busy hours the trims are packed in a way
that would not be tolerated in any other
community.

The Minister for Railways:- It is not a
question of toleration; it is the general prac-
tice throughout the world.

Mr. J. Mac Callum SMITH: Can the Min-
ister tell me how many new ears have been
constructed for the tramway service during
the past year?

The Minister for Railways: Twelve bogie
cars.

Mfr. .1. MacCallum. SMITH: They have
niot been put into the service yet.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, they have.
MrY. J. MacCalum SMITH: Well, then,

they have taken the place of all the derelict
tramears to he seen along the river down
near the car barn. The Tramway Depart-
ment has not risen to the occasion at all.
To-day one can see almost as many people
walking home as are using the tramns. It is
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no wonder that the motor buses are cutting
the ground from under the feet of the Rail-
way Department,. The buses to Fremantle
and Cottesloe and Claremont are being well
patronised, whereas the railways and tram-
ways are neglected, and have to be con-
tented with reduced business. The Railway
Department seems to be the only department
in the State that does not realise that the
population is increasing. That department
is making no increased provision whatever.
Take the sleeping accommodation on the
express between Perth and Kalgoorlie. it is
over a quarter of a century since any im,-
provement has been made in the sleeping
cars. We have had the same old type of
coach for the last 30 years.

Mr. Kennedy: That is not correct.
Mr. J1. Mac Callum SMITH: I have fre-

quently travelled up and down that line, but
I have never seen a new coach on it.

Mr. Kennedy: There arc new coaches.
Mr. -J. Mae~allumn SMITH': Are they

equal to the new coaches constructed for the
Midland Railway Company?

Mr. Kennedy: No, I will not say they arc.
The Minister for Railways: We are build-

ing new coaches.
Mr. J. MacCallum SITH: We have been

told that for the last three years.
The NMinister for Mines: The Government

you supported did not build one.
Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: The present

Government and past Governments alike
have entirely neglected the Railway Depart-
ment. Proper up-to-date sleeping accommo-
dation should be provided on the Kalgoorlie
express.

The Minister for Railways: We are doing

'Mr. J1. MacCaihun SMITH: You told us
that last year and the year before, and the
year before that again. You have been busy
building sleeping coaches for the Midland
Railway Co. That company is to be con-
gratulated on their enterprise in providing
those new coaches.

The Minister for Railways: We shall be
putting five new coaches on the Kalgoorlie
line within the next two months, and shortly
afterwards five more new coaches.

Mr. J. MacCalnin SMITH: I hope it
will come true. It is a bad advertisement
for the State that visitors corming off the fine
Trans-Australian trai should have to step
into the old-fashioned, cramped compart-
meats provided for the run between Kal-
goorlie and Perth. What the member for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall) said the other day

about the Murchison railway is only too true.
The service on that line is a disgrace to the
department. The coaches are dirty, even
filthy, and there is no decent travelling
accommodation at all.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Where is that?
Mr. J. MacCallumn SMITH: On the

Wongan Hills line.
Mr. Kennedy: That is not correct. I come

down that line every Monday.
Mr. J. MacCallurn SMITH: The coaches

are quite dirty.
Mr. Kennedy: They are not.
Mr. J. Mac~allum SMITH: And there

is no water in the wvater bags, and no
tumblers even if there was any water. In
many other ways the service is far behind
the times. The department is simply cod-
dling the man in the city, who gets every
accommodation on metropolitan-suburban
trains, but the mran in the back country has
to look after himself. What the member for
Murchison said the other day -regarding that
northern service is absolutely true. Again,
the Railway Department does not seemn to
look after traffic, does not go out and seek
to hring business to the service.

The Minister for Railways: Our revenue
is increasing tremendously.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: All that
the department aims at is to earn enough to
pay interest, and stop at that.

The Minister for Railways: Would you
like us to make big profits unnecessarily?

Mr. J. MacCalluma SMITH: The Rail-
-way Department should realise that it -is
there for public convenience. There are
many ways in which the department should
serve the public. For instance, the depart-
ment neglects the firewood industry. Motor
trucks run out 30 miles into the bush and
bring firewood into the city, thus beating the
railways.

Mr. Lindsay: And cutting the roads to
pieces.

Mr. J. ]%acf'allum SMITH: That is so.
Surely the Railway Decpartment could corn-
pete wvith motor trucks9 in c-arrying firewood
to the city.

.Mr. A. Wansbroug-h: Firewood is carried
on the railways at id. per ton per mile.

Mr. J. MfacCa'lum SMITH: That can he
reduced, for the railways are carrying
s upcrphotj hates at a farthing per ton per
mile,

The 'Minister for Railways: And losing
£150,00 per annumi in so doing.

Air. J, MacCalium SMITH: It seems to
ine inconceivable thant motor trucks can earn-
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pete with the Railway Department in carry-
ing firewood to the city.

The Minister for Mines: By the motor
truck, about three handlings are saved.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH:- Then there is
another young industry' , the carrying of
4ranite from the hills into the city. The
Railway Department, fast asleep, is losing
Ml. that traffic.

.The Minister for Railways: In the carry-
ing of stone by the railwav., there are about
three extra handlings, whereas the motor
trucks get it direct from the quarries.

Mr. J. MacCaflum SMI1TH: But the de-
partment has a large number of trucks
running empty; surely theyv could be used
Toer the purpose.

IThe Minister for Rai'ways: Would that
compensate three additional handlings?

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: I hope the
Minister will stCc whether something cannot
be done to foster that traffic.

The Minister for Railways: We have in
the service a highly competent and highly
paid official who looks after that sort of
thing. I have every confidence in him.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: I am pleased
the Minister for Health is in his seat, for
I wish to refer to an important matter that
concerns his department. That is the pro-
posed removal of the sanitary site at Mit.
Lawley. For many years past has that de-
posit been an eyesore in that suburb.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are not going to
remove it, are they!V

Mr. J. MacCalluni SMITH: They are
talking of removing it half a mile, and of
putting it on a Government reserve. it
ought to be removed from the locality alto-
gether.

The Minister for Health: Where tol
Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: It is the

concern of the City Council. It is their
depot. It is the garbage removed by the
City Council, and they arc depositing it on
a Government reserve within the territory
of the Perth Road Board. The City Council
have thousands of acres of their own land
on the seaboard between here and City
Beach, where they should he asked to find
a suitable site.

The Minister for Health:- So long as they
shift it from Mt. Lawley. they can dumnp it
into anybody else's backyard.

Mr- J. MacCallum SMITH: We have
had it for .30 years now. Why should it be
continued at Mt. Tiawley!

The IMinister for Health: I agree that
it is an eyesore where it is and will have to
be removed.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: But surely
you. will remove it further than half-a-mile!

The Minister for Health: No resident at
Mt. Lawley will ever see it or know that it
is there. It will be on a reserve, and no-
body will be able to build any closer to it
than are the existing buildings.

Mr. J. Mfaecillum SMITH: But the wind
will blow the odours back, and the flies will
be as troublesome as ever. The 'Minister
will he very foolish if he gives his consent
to have the site moved away only half a
mile. If it is to 1)0 shifted, why not remove
it where it will not he a menac to health?

The Minister for Health: If you can get
the principal health officer to say that it is
a menace to health, it will be removed to-
morrow. The officers go out frequently to
inspect it and have nothing to say against
it on the score of health. Therefore, I-will
not take your word as a layman against
theirs.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: We permit
bad odours; to come from the -river.

The Minister for Health: Who told you
that?

Mr. J. ITacCallum SMITH: Every year
the departinent say it.

The Minister for Health: The department
have never said that there was no smell from
algM.

Mr. J. MacCalhnun SMITH: In any case,
we are not discussing alga; we are dis-
cussing the sanitary site at North Perth
which. I contend, should be removed from its
present position, not one mile but five or ten
miles farther away.

The Minister for Health: Your place is
sewered?7

'Mr. J. MacCallumn SMITH: Yes.
The Minister for Health: And for those

people whose premises are not sewered, you
would make the position prohibitive and im-
possible. They could never pay the charges
if the site were removed the distance you
suggest.

Mr. J. MacCallumn SMITH: Tt could he
removed a few miles out. Why spoil that
heautiful !oealitv by removing it a distance
of only half a mile?

The 'Minister for Health: The locality
will not be spoilt.

Mr. J. Mae Callum SMITH: I have entered
mny protest and I hope the Minister will
look into the matter and not grant the City
Council the right to create another eyesore
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in North Perth by removing the site half
a mile away. In connection with municipal
matters, I hope the Government wili intro-
rue a town planning Bill that will give
power to the authorities not only to sug-
geit alterations, hut to carry them out.
Those of us who were there 20 or 30 years
ag-o know that if there had been such legis-
latin in existence at that time, the outlay
of the city -would be very different from
what we find to-day. There would not be
any narrow streets like Hay-street. Now is
the time, even though it be late, to introduce
a town planning Bill to permit of the carry-
ing- out of alterations and improvements
that may be suggested by the Town Plan-
mugo Commission.

Mr. Teesdale: Go for your life; there is
no Mdinister yet for town planning.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment have found the money for the commis-
sion to carry out investigations.

Mr. J. Mac Callum S~MITH: An Import-
ant matter is the question of the removal of
the railway station from the centre of the
city. Most people are agreed that that
should be done, and dons quickly. There is
no other city in the world that is bisected
hy a railway, and especially a railway that
carries all the traffic from the country to
the part. It is time, and in fact the times is
long- overdue, for the removal of the central
station to permit of the proper expansion
of the city. It would he a fine centenary
move if the Government announced that it
was their intention to remove the railway
station and remodel that part of the city.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would not cost much.
The Minister for Raways: A million and

a half -.
Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH : If the Govern-

ment went about it in a businesslike way
it could show a profit of a million and a
half on the removal of the station. I would
like to have the handling of it.

The Minister for Railways: If you can
handle it, and you can make money out of
it, you can take it on to-morrow.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: All right. I
am glad to see that it is intended to bring-
in legislation to provide for the registration
of laind agents. That is very necessary, and
I hope that the Bill will include a provision
to deal with the methods adopted by some
,agents whereby they are able to take down
people throughout the country. It is a
scandal to find that so many people have

been deprived of their hard-earned mouey
by unscrupulous land agents who are infest-
ing the State at the present time.

Hon. G. Taylor: You want to catch the
go-getters.

Mr. J. MaeCallum. SMIITH: We shoud
try, though we might have a job to do so.

The MKinister for Railways: We shall be
dealing with them in a fortnight, and we
hope to receive the hon. member's support.

Mr. J. MncCallutn S311TH: You will get
it. I may quote an instance. Some of these
go-getters bought tand to the north of Perth.

Mr. ~ln:Half way out to Wanneroo.
Mr. J. MacCallum SITE: They boughit

this land for about 4250, and two or three
mionths later they had sold it or portion of
it for over £8,000. In order to effect sales,
they committed deliberate fraud by taking
people out to Aft. Lawley and saying, "There
you are; there is the land. L-ook at it and
all the buildings; now is your chance to buy
before it is too late." After the unfortunate
people had signed the contracts, they found
that the land was miles further out than they
had been led to believe. That sort of thing
should not be allowed to take place in West-
ern Australia. Unfortunately, it hafs been
going on for a considerable time, and I am
pleased that the Government realise the seri-
ousness of it. While on this subject, the
Government might also give a little attan.
tion to White City. We have not heard
much about that eyesore lately, but it is
still there, and if the Government have no
wish to see it continued, they should wipe
it out.

Mr. Withers: Would you like them to
shift it to North Perth?

Mr. J. MacCallumn SMITH: I would shift
the sanitary site to White City. I would
like to mention that very little attention has
been paid to the report mande by the Com-
missioner of Titles on the condition of the
Titles Office.

Mr. Thomson: It is simply shocking.
-Ur. J. Mac Callum SMITH: It is really a

dreadful state of affairs. As far back as
1L926 the Commissioner wrote that he felt
it his duty to stress the need for better ac-
commodation being provided owing to the
inadequate space available for the public,
and the inconvenience to the officers, who
were hampered in carrying out their duties.
He went on to point out that the strong-
room did not possess that quality of abso-
lute security which was so essential for the
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preservation of the documents contained in
the budding. 1 am sorry to say that noth-
ing hs been done in spite of the seriousness
of the matter. I leave it to the 'Minister to
imagine what state of affairs would exist if
there happened to be 'a lire there.

The Minister for Railways: Our idea is
to provide accommodation for the Titles
Olfiue in the 'avings bank building it is pro-
pos-ed to erect. That has been oil the tapis
for the last 12 months.

Mr. J. MucCalmaj SMITH: Too naay of
these things have been on the tapis for a
lon timne. Let us get the work under way.
Mozeover, we would thus be providing work
for the unemployed. Talking about. altera-
tions or improvements to Government build-
ing-, reminds me of the need for providing
additional accommodation at Cave House.
There we have a profit-eaaning concern, and
yet nothing is done to add that extra accom-
modation that is so badly required. A sum
of £:2,000 or £3,000 would put the establish-
ment in good order, but for some reason or
other the 'Minister controlling that depart-
ment announced the other day that no more
money would be spent there. That is a fool-
ish attitude to adopt.

The Minister for Railways: You said a
little while ago that you desired to see every
penny spent on reproductive works.

Mr. J. MacCallumi SMITH: This is a re-
productive work, It is showing a protit,
and a fine profit too. The public are paying
for it. M1any people go there, and if they
were afforded proper accommodation, mnan~y
more would go there.

The Mfinister' for Railways: I would
rather build railway rolling stock than
spend money down thiere.

Mr. J. MacCat mmi SMITH: Has the Mmi-
kter been to Yalling-up to see the position
for himself

The 'Minister for Railways: I was there at
Easter.

Mr. J,. MacCallum SMITH: Did it not
strike the Minister that something should be
done I

The Minister for Railways: It struck me
more forcibly that more rolling stock was
required to convey produce to the Fremantle
wharves.

Air. J. MVacCallui SMITHI: And not
even that is provided. There is an-
other matter to which I wish to re-
fer, and I ami sorry the Premier i-.,
not here, because he drew my attention

to it when, a little while ago, he bought a
farming property and was very much sur-
prised to find that he had to pay over £00
a~s stanmp duty on the transfer of the farmi.
It is a ;eiv serious muatter-the high stamip
duties imposed in Western Australia. The
charge is il per- cent, on all transfers and
it is having a detrimental effect on businiess.
I would like to give the 'Minister who is
representing the Premier just flow, an in-
stance of how the Government are losing
revenue on account of the high stamp duties.
In connection with the institution 'with which
I am associated, within the past 12 months,
on account of the high stamp duties, no less
than about 50 per cent, of the shareholders
registered in Western Australia have trans-
ferred to the Sydney register in order to
escape the payment of the Western Aus-
tralian duty. That meant a loss to the Gov-
ernment in one year of no less than £10,000,
and it is an ever-recurring loss. As
it has come home to the Premier that
tie had to pay excessive stamp duty
when he purchased the farming pro-
perty, I hope he will look into the matter
and see whether it is possible to bring, the
position into line with that existing in the
other States. In somec of the States there
is no stilamp duty at all, In others it is
perhaps 2s. 6d. per £100, in one it is -5s.,
and in another 7s. 6d. Western Australia
charges £1 per £100. We are just driving
capital out of the State. I support the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

MR, COVERLEY (Kimberley) £6.01:
I have little to add to the debate and would
prohably have saved the time of the House
had it not been for the very unfair criticism.
levelled ait the Wyndham Meat Works lby
the member for Perth (Mr. Mann). I fail
to see why that hon. member should be so
eager to criticise an institution respecting
which he has demonstrated hy his own state-
ment, be knows nothing. I can draw one
of two conclusions from his remarks:
Either his information was9 supplied by an
extremely biassed individual, or the hon.
member's sense of detection has failed himn
in his old age. Hadl the hon. member desired
to be fair to the management of the Wind-
ham Meat 'Works, ha would have admitted
when speaking, that the works are compet-
ing with freezing works in the Eastern
States, but have bheen responsible for sup-
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plying beef at more reasonable and cheaper
rates than the works in the Eastern States.

Mr. Mann: My complaint was that the
management put in onte price and after they
had obtained orders, bad increased the price.

31r. COVERLEY: The bon. member did
not even state the facts truthfually.

Mir. SPEARER: Order!
Mr., COVE RLEY: It would have been

much fairer had the hon. member quoted
correct statements. I admit that in all pro-
bability he was misled. I do not think he
would desire to mislead the House wilfully.
Had he adopted that course, his appeal to
the Premier might have been listened to with
greater appreciation. He asked the Premier
to accept his statement not as criticism but
as a genuine complaint. In my opinion the
hon. member was not genuine in his critic-
ism.

Mr. Mann: We have it in evidence, so it
is right.

Mr. COVERLEY: The hon. member mis-
quoted the prices. Hie said that the price
of crops had increased from 25,/d. to 3%d.,
while the price of hindquarters had In.
,creased from 3%d. to 4%d. per lb. The
facts are that the price of crops increased
from 2%/d. to 3d. and the price of bhind-
quarters from 3%d. to 4d. per lb. That
will satisfy bon. members that there was
very little need for the grievance aired by
the member for Perth.

Mr. Mann: We are quite satisfied with the
evidence.

Mr. COVERLEY: When we realise that
the Wyndham Meat Works have been able
to undersell the Eastern States f reczing
works, and that they were recently suc-
cessful in obtaining contracts from the Coin-
monwenth Government, we must agree that
that is evidence the works are supplying
best quality products at the lowest price in
Australia. That is what the hon. member
has seen fit to regard as profiteering!1

Mr. Mann: So it is1 when we are asked
to pay more in Perth than is paid elsewhere.

Mr. Lutey: You are doing that every day.
The Minister for Lands: You pay more

for toothpicks here.
Mr. COVERLEY: The member for Perth

should be fair in his criticism and give credit
where it is due. He aid not do that. Let
me tell that hon. member one or two of
the virtues of the Wyndhamn Meat Works.
The increased price obtained-the profiteer-

ing that he referred to-is returned to Lhe
producer and is not placed to the credit of
the Wyndhiam Meat Works.

Mr. Mann: But it has to be paid by the
consumer.

Mr. COVERLEY: If the manager of the
Wyndham Meat Works did not take ad-
vantage of the increased prices, I could un-
derstand the hon. member's criticism. He
'knows the position of the cattle industry in
the North during the past eight or nine
years.

Mr. Mann: But that does not say one
price should be put in and that it should
be increased after the works secured the
order.

Mr. COVERLEY: The lhon. mcrnber did
the same thing with salt quite recently. The
policy of the Wyndhanm Meat Works is to
assist in every way possible, the cattle growv-
ers of the North. It has fositered develop-
ment there in more ways than one. Not
only do the works provide a market that
assists the pastoralists ini the North, but

the management have been able to assist
pastoralists financially to help them to re-
deem mortgages. Then again a stud herd
has been established at Wyudham, and it
is certainly of benefit to the pastoralists
that they should be able to secure blood
stock at reasonable term over six years,
at advantageous rates of interest. I am
not well satisfied with the advantage that
Las been taken of that by the pastoralists
themselves. In the majority of instances,
while the pastoralists have been willing to
avail themselves of the financial assistance,
they have not rushed the opportunity to
purchase stud bulls. Of the 76 stud bulls
brought by the Wyndham Meat Works
from Queensland, 39 only have been sold,
thus leaving nearly 50 per cent on the
hands of the management.

Hon. W. J. George: Was there not con-
siderable miorltality among the hulls?

Mr. COVERLEY: No. One or two were
destroyed by alligators, but no one could
cavil at that. The apathy of the pastor-
alists and the unfair criticism such as tbat
indulged in by the member for Perth-of
course, it was due to his ignorance-are
not calculated to encourage the manager,
wvho is an extraordinarily capable man, to
retain his position at the meat works. I
would advise the memher for Perth not to
make use of the second-hand statements in
this Chamber in future.
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IMr. 'Mann: lint that is the statement
recorded in an official document.

Mr. COVERLEY: Not whet-you said.
Mr. Mann: Yes, it is.

Mr. COVERLEY: I have shown that
the hon. member was wrong in his prices
to the extent of %/d. per lb.

Mr. Mann: I have the evidence here.
M1r, COVERLEY: I wish to assure the

bon. member that if he were to make in-
qiries at the office of the Wyndham Meat
lVorks in Path he would find the staff
obliging and courteous. They would be
willing to assist him in this, or in any
other matter regarding 'Wyndham. about
which be may be in a haze.

MR. J7. H. SMITH (Nelson) [6.81: I
desire to say a great deal on the Address-
ini-reply, not in respect of what appears in
the Governor's Speech, but rather on what
is left out of it. During last session and
the session before, members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House, with perhaps
one or two exception;, 4ommended every
ection taken by the Government. While I
may not be successful, I shall endeavour
to prove to the House and to the people
throughout the State that the position, of
W~estern Australia at present is not too
satisfactory. If I have to say nasty things
during the course of my remarks, I want
Ministers to accept my assurance that-

Hon. G. Taylor: You will say them in
a nice way.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes: I ask them
to accept what I may say in the spirit in
which I make the statements. Dealing
first of all with the timber industry and
its effect upon the South-West, I do not
say that the Government are to blame for
the condition of that industry at present.
Oin the other hand, I contend they are to
blame for not introduicing legislation to
prevent the state of chaos that cxists in
the industry to-day. It is the function of
the Government to see that the standard
of living in Western Australia is maintained,
and] to see that wages are not cut down. 'Men
who have worked in the industry for many
years are now being scrapped in favour of
Southiern European-, ipxeluding- Jugo-Slavs,
who work on a conununity basis for less
than half the wages prescribed by the Arbi-
tration Court.

Mr. Wilson: Can you prove that?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I will go further
and do my best to prove my statements.
I shall ask the Government to appoint a
select committee, upon which I shall be
prepared to work. I hope that if the
select committee is appointed, it will not
he done as in the past, when Royal Com-
missionsb or select committees have been
chosen. I trust that men who take an in-
icrest in the subject will be appointed, and
that the House will be given an opportu-
nity to make the selection, not the party
leaders.

The Minister for Railways: You are re-
flecting upon the House when you make
such statements regarding the appointment
of select committees.

Mr. J7. H. SMITH: They are appointed
by the leaders of the parties, not by mem-
bars generally.

The Minister for Railways: No, every-
one has a vote.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
The Minister for Railways: Mr. Speaker,

has not the hon. member reflected upon the
House in the course of his statements?

Mr SPEAKER: Anything reflecting
upon a decision of the House is a reflection
upon the House.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: With all due re-
spect, I say that if hon. members choose
to he honest with themselves, they will ad-
mit that when thiy are asked to appoint
a select committee, they are notified by the
rarty whips that they must vote for so
and so. That is what happens when we
Appoint a Royal Commission or a select
committee.

Mir. MacCallum Smith: We are not told
that we must do so.

The Minister for Railways: You have
the opportunity to deal with that yourself.

Mr. Teesdale: At any rate the hon.
member is outspoken.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is time an end
wans put to that sort of thing. It is time
that the House decided such things and
s~elected the men best fitted to make the
Tecessary inquiries, irrespective of what
the leaders of the different parties might
have dccided when they issued their instruc-
ltions.

The Minister for Railways: If that is
the position, you can take Mtfrm in your
own party.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister knows
that what I say is correct.
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The Minister for Railways: You have
an opportunity to alter that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: However, I wish to
deal with the timber industry. It is de-
plorable that our men who have been
licensed to cut timber on Crown lands,
thava been squeezed out by the foreigners,
and the only means by which I think the
position can be properly dealt with is by
tile appointment of a select committee,

Mr. A. Wan abrough: Are those for-
eigners cutting on Crown laudsl

Mr. J. H. SIMiTH: Yes. Unfortunately
loreigners not naturalised are cutting on
Crown lands to-day. That is a straight-out
statement and 1 am prepared to prove it.
They are drifting in every day. There
was a case proved at Bunbury the other day.

The Minister for Lands: But that man
was found guilty of using another man's
license.

Mr. .1. Hf. SMVITH: Anyone who investi-
gates the licenses issued since 1Q18 will ap-
preciate the position. There are many who
can hear out mxy statement.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m

Mfr. 3. H. SMLNITH: I was dealing with
the timber industry and s peaking of the
under-cutting- that is going on and of the
unnaturalised subjects, who had licenses to
cut. The Minister asked whether I could
prove my statement and I think I did sq
to his satisfaction. What I am chiefly con-
cerned about is to see whether it is not pos-
sible by united effort to put the timber in-
dustry on a better footing than it occupies
to-day. Regarding the Southern Europeans,
I wish to say that we in Australia are not
afraid of them, given equal conditions and
provided they do not live below our stand-
ard or work for rates lower than the court
has awarded. They find themselves in a
stranzc country, and I suppose they are
compelled to do certain things through force
of circumstanee9. They have to do them or
starve. I am concerned about the unsenti-
polous individuals who are utilising f or-
eign labour. Let me hark hack three or
four years to the time when the industry
was booming and when the high price of
£10 15q. at ship's slings, Bunbury, was ob-
tainal[e. The member for Mlurray-Welling-
ton can correct me if I am wrong. Thous-
awls4 of loads were put on hoard ship at
prices of £10 10s., £10O 5s., and £10, and
everybody was dipping into the industry.

Apart from the old reco gnised firms, individ-
uals froum all over the place started to dip
into the industry. Men without capital were
tending principally to the South African
Government and were getting orders. Al-
though the union rate for the cutter was
£2 s. 9d., the rates paid ranged from £Z3
to £3 10s. The mn who owned private
timber were getting £E1, 25s,, and, mn one
instance I know of, 30s. per load for royalty.
Such prices could not last. Gradually they
receded, and the next tender was let for
£8 a load. Meanwhile, the companies
and others were cutting for stock.
Thousands of ]oads of sleepers were
cut for stock and in anticipation of
further orders being received from over-
seas. One firm sent its manager away
and booked uip the whole of the orders ob-
tainable, with the -result that many people
who had cut for stock had to sell at the
best prices they could get. The position
grew worse and worse. The Government
must know that these things have been going
on and they should have brought in legis-
lation to meet the position. The diticules
have been continuing, not for a few months,
but for ninny months. I know that sleepers
are being put on the trucks to-day kor little
more than the union rate for cutting. I
repeat that given equal conditions we are
not afraid of the foreigner. Oar ol cut-
ters, however, who have been in the in-
dustry hewing, have been forced out and are
walk ing about the streets of Perth or wait-
ing in the country districts in expectation
of brighter days in the industry, but the
brighter days -will never come while un~-
scrupulous people are free to exploit the
foreigner and are able to put sleepers on
trucks at £3 INa per load. Sixteen married
men of Biridgetown, who are out of work,
approached me and I asked the timber com-
panies, from the largest to the smallest, to
give me an order of some description for
them. I approached the Conservator of
Forests, who met me very fairly. There
were Crown lands available at Bridgetown
and the Conservator offered to throw the
hush open under a marking system such
a I have always advocated. We 'workedl
the costs out. The bush was; in close prox-
imity to the railway and a minimum royalty
of 7s. 6d. was asked, whereas up to £1 is
being paid for sleepers; that are being puat
on the trucks, at £3 10s. a load. Yet the
cheapest that ice could put sleepers on the
trucks, allowing- for award rates of pay.
was £4 per load, and that did not include
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anything for insurance. The men would
have had to take the risk, and the carter
was getting only 12s. a load for carting three
to five miles. The industry is in a deplor-
able condition and there is something about
it that is impossible to fathom. That ;s
why I said I would be pleased if the Govern-
ment would appoint a committee of inquiry
to determine whether the industry cannot
he put on a better footing. If we cannot
provide decent conditions for the men em-
ployed in the industry, it would be better
to leave the timber where it stands in the
bush.

Ron. W. J. George: Who are the people
that gave the out price of £3 l0s. 9 1 do
niot want to know the names, but tell me
who they were.

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: I could give the names
if that would do any good.

Hon, W. J. George: Were they Austin-
liens or foreigners?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They were Austra-
lins. I wish to go further and say that
since this foreign element has entered the
industry, there has sprung up a sort of
community and the shrewd head or the man
of better education or knowledge of local
conditions has been sub-c2ontracting. I be-
lieve there has even been sub-contracting-
below the price of £3 10s. There are
cutters galore at work, Southern Europeans,
that cannot speak a word of English. I
know one who drives about Perth in a big
Chrysler car.

Hon. G. Taylor: He must be in the Lab-
our Party.

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: I do not khow whether
he is a farmer or not. it is said to be a
fact that that man owes cutters and store-
keepers the sum of £C1,000. That sort of
thing should not be allowed to continue.

Mr. Clydesdale: How can you stop it?
Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not by sitfing here

and doing nothing, hut by getting
down to hard graft. The milling part of
the industry is also in difficulties. Members
may have -read that Millars recently ap-
proached the Arbitration Court with a re-
quest for an amendment of the award to
enable them to engage men for only a cei-
tamn number of hours per week. I am glad
to sa~y that that does not affect my district.
The Starte imills can continue on full time
for another two or three months, but in
three instances in my district '.mills that
were cutting jarrib only have bad to close
down. Unfortunately, too, the Jardee mill is
out of commission owing to a break-

down, and it may be out of commission
for a considerable time. The result is that
a lot of men who have been engaged in the
industry for years arc out of work. I do
not think better men can be f ound any-
where because they are real hard workers,
and I am referring to mill hands as well as
to bushmen. To relieve unemployment I
understand the Premier has consented to
put in hand the clearing of the railway route
between Pemberton and Northeliffe. The
railway has been promised long enough and
if it is not soon built, the Northcliffe group
settlements will have to close up, Let me
impress upon the Government, -while that
route is being cleared, the advisableness of
cutting sleepers for the railway along the
route.

Hon. W. J. George: Is it not karri
timber 9

Mr. J. II. SMITH: No, there is any
quantity of jarrah amongst the karri. I
ask the Government to go that far. There
is one gang of 30 Dien just off the Denmark-
Frankland River line who are out of em-
ployment. They are all licensed cutters and
all Uritishers except one. As to that one I
cannot say whether he is naturalised. If the
Premier agreed to my proposal, work would
be provided for other men in the district at
side falling, etc. To-night I had a conversa-
tion with the Honorary Minister (Hon. WV.
H. Kitson) who is in charge of the Labour
Bureau. I have to meet him on a deputation
to-morrow with representatives of the tim-
ber workers, so perhaps I had better not say
anything further on the subject to-night If
the Government could see their way to ap-
prove of the appointment of a select com-
mittee to inquire into the timber industry, it
would do an immense amount of good. At
all events it would not do any harm.

The Minister for Railways:- To inquire
into what aspect., of the industry?

Mr. 3 . H. SMI1TH:- To inquire generally
into it. I want the whole thing inquired
into. The Government, through the Conser-
vator of Forests, have practised the prin-
aiple of exploitation. Group settlement
areasq, containing a certain amount of timn-
ber, have been thrown open. The upset
price may have been 7s;. 6id, a load. I have
known of canes where that price has gone
up to 35s. a load. When people have to go
up to that figure there must be exploitation.

Mr. Chesson: Is it sold by competition?
Mr. J1. H. SMITH: Yes.
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The Minister for Railways;. That was
four years ago.

Mr. J1. H. SMITH: The samue practice is
followed to-day.

The Minister for Railways: The same
royalty?9

Air. J. H. SMITH: I did not refer to
royalty. What has happened in the Den-
mark area? Tenders were called by the Con-
servator for the cutting of sleepers. One
man secured the contract. The authorities
afterwards found he could not do the work.
He was not fit for it, although the officers
thought be was. The contract was cancelled
and tcnicrs were again called. That was,
only 18 months ago. There are men in the
industry known to the Government and
trusted by the departmental officers. If haif-
a-dozen of these men put in a tender the Gov-
ernment should allow them each a sixth-part
of the contract. I would not confine the
select committee to any particular points.
Thle inquiry should be Into e-very aspe)ct Of
the industry, fromi the shipping overseas
to the cutting of the timber.

Hon. W, S. George: That would be a
big" job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. Something
saould be done because of the precarious
josition in which the trade now is. That
applies not only to the cutting but to the
loading as well. At one of the siding's
along the Busselton-IMargaret River rail-
way one can see gangs of Southern Euro-
peans Ioading sleepers. I saw such a gang
having tea. The men were sitting on the
ramp with a big billy between them, and
their meal consisted of lumps of bread
dipped in the tea. Several railways should
have been built in my district before now, or
mentioned in the Speech, as was the ease
last year. I intend to refer to the Boyup-
Cranbrook railway and the report of the
advisory board, as well as the railway from
Manjimup to Mt. Barker, and a railway
through Pemberton to link up with Den-
mark. The Premier, through the Press,
stated that he is putting men on to clear
the line. I know, too, that in the case
of the Bnyup-Cranbrook railway the
sleepers have been cut, and arc lying along
shie the route. I was very interested in
the Minister's remarks concerning the
11.000 farms scheme, and the fact that it
will cost many millions of pounds.

The Minister for Lands: T did not refer
to the cost of the 3,000 farms scheme; I

do not know what the cost will work out
at.

Mr. J. H. SIMITE: I am referring to
die Press reports.

Hion. G. Taylor; The Minister has not
contradicted it.

The M1iister for Lands: I did the other
night. One cannot go on contradicting
ci erythiag that may appear in the Press.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The report has not
bEien contradicted by the Minister. At any
rate the 3,000 farms scheme was spoken of
-is costing eight millions of money, and as
having received the approval of the Mi-
gration and Development Commission and
at the Advisory Committee. I would point
out to the Minister for Lands that the
railway has been approved at a cost of ap-
proximuately half a million. The Advisory
Conunittee said-and it hans never been con-
tradicted-that from 29,000 to 2,500 far-
awers could be settled successfully within
a radius of between 121/2 and 15 miles of
'the railway. That line would serve a
densely populated area in the first 15 miles
from Boyup, and the nest 16 miles from
Cranbrook. I thought tile Miember for
Albany would have spoken on the sub-
ject. I know the route from end to
end. The Press have referred to the possi-
bility of a drop in the price of wheat nest
season, It would be a much sounder pro-
position for the Government to adopt if they
would immediately build that railway in. a
district where mlixed farming and dairying
could be successfully cardied on. The work
would also absorb a number of unemployed.

Ron. G. Taylor: That would give another
2,500 farms.

The Minister for Lands: You are getting
on.

Mr, J. H. SMIT H:- Perhaps the
Minister has overlooked this important
aspect of the question. He may be so ob-
sessed with the wheat-growing scheme that
he has not noticed the recommendation of
the advisory board and of Mr. Bankes
Amery, who said it wag a good proposition
and that cheap money would be available for
it. Why has this railway not been proeeeded
withI

Hon. W. J. George: You had better move
a motion of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I might do that if I
had a little assistance The railway from
Manjimup to Mt, Barker would also run
through beautiful country that has bean
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settled for the last 60 or 70 years. The Rail-
way Advisory Board were very emphatic
that the line should be built, and yet we do
not hear much about it.. Since the survey
was authorised there has been no mention of
its construction, although many railways
have since been built in the wheat areas. The
delay may he due to the pessimistic view
taken of the group settlement scheme, or be-
cause of the unsuitable locations which the
Ministers had to abandon or link up with
other areas. Apparently the Government
have decided upon a go-slow policy in the
South-West. There is something radically
wrong with the situation. For the sake of
the prosperity of the State these railways
should be built immediately. I intend now
to deal with group settlement generally, but
to speak without any political bias. It is
the duty of members, in the interests of this
State, to tackle the question. I will not
allow any individual to say that group settle-
ment is a failure, as it has not yet been tried
out.

'Mr. Clydesdale, It has cost a fair amount
of money.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, under direction.
If the hon. member did not know his job,
and asked me to do something I knew
nothing about, and insisted on my doing it,
it would cost a lot- of money. I wish to com-
pliment the Minister for Lands upon the
way in which he has tackled this problem.
No doubt he has done so in a manner that he
considers is in the best interests of the State.
During the last few months he has taken a
great deal of trouble to understand the situa-
tion. All the settlers with whom I have come
into contact say that he has tramped miles
and miles on an inspection of the land. Per-
haps even yet he is not acquainted with the
peculiarities of the district. Much of the
land which has been condemned will in a, few
years prove a success. I am not referring to
the Peel estate, about which I know nothing,
but to the Northcliffe country. A big blunder
was made and the Government must accept
responsibility for it.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear! That
is so.

3[r. J. U. SMITH : A big blunder was
made at Northcliffe, as people were settled
there without any drainage scheme.

The Minister for Lands: A drainage
scheme there may cost anything.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But there was none.
I went across some of the Northcliffe flats
with the Minister, and over the areas that the
officers of the department had put down in

pasture, the horses we rode were knee deel
in water.

The Minister for Lands: That is correct.
Mr, J. H. SMNITH - The Minister con

demned that land, and I do not blame bin
for doing so. Eventually, with a propei
drainage system, that will be fine country.

The Minister for Lands: But what do yoi
think of the administration that put settler!
on the land and cultivated it without drain
age ?

MUr. J. H. SMI1TH: The Government rensl

accept the responsibility, because the North,
cliffe country was settled only a month a,
two after they assumed office. Of the officer.,
and the administration that controlled thE
undertaking for the previous three yearsI
do not think inueb. There must be a aineen
writing-down. I have thought out a metho5
of writing-down; I do not know whcthei
the Mlinister will approve of it. We cannol
havi capitalisations of £2,000, £3,000 oi
£4,000 on those holdings. The Minister ir
his recent speech, -which I regret I was nol
present to hear, mentioned a man namec
Richmond, of Manjimup, and said he haif
a very nice holding. I agree that the hold-
ing is very nice indeed. It compares favour-
ably with farms 30 or 40 years old.

The Minister for Lands: It is a beautifu'
spot.

Mr. J. HI. SMLITH: The man has, I be-
lieve, a capitalisation of £C2,400 or £2,500. I
may say that he anticipated a much highe'
capitalisation. lHe is one of the sincere men
After six years the group settler himself
the man desiring to remain on his block, i!
beginning to wonder what will happen. Ho
says, "If I have to carry a capitalisation ol
£3,000, it is no use mny continuing." On tbo
other hand, there is the fellow who does no
care-there are a good many of that sort-
who is there simply for the job. He is in
different whether the scheme goes on foi
ever,' indifferent whether he is put on hi!
Own resources Or not. The sooner we pu-
the settlers on their own resources, the bettei
it will be for the country. I claim there i
only one way of doing that. To my mind
the Minister did not outline such a method
The hon. gentleman maid there must be
considerable writing-down. I contend tha
we must go further. The present Groul
Settlement Board are all right, althougl
their appointment was belated ; the,
ought to have been appointed before
I approve of 'that board, althougi
generally speaking, I do not believe ii
government by hoard after our erperienci
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of the Main Roads Board, the Licenses Re-
duction Board, and one or two others. I
acknowledge, however, that the Group Set-
tlement Board are doing good and sincere
work. The Minister has not expounded to
this Chamber what the writing-down will
consist of.

The Minister for Lands: That will come
later.

Mr. J1. fl. SMITH: It has to come, and
the sooner we know, the better,

The Minister for Lands: It cann~ot Conic
on the Address-in-reply.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I was expecting the
Minister to tell us. The oniy way is to get
a valuation made of the whole property.
One cannot go on bald statements such as,
"There is a capitalisation of £2,500 on this
property, and we will write it down to
£2,000." Writing down must be done ac-
cording to results. A practical man mut
value buildings, fences, clearing, stock and
pasture to arrive at a capitalisation. Then
that capitalisation must in every instance
be written down: otherwise the settler 'will
not make a sucess. After such a process
the good settler will be content to go on
with his block; and if he does not make good
under those conditions, another settler w'ill
come along and do so. The South-West
warrants that assertion.

The Minister for Lands: From your
knowledge of the South-West, what would
you say the original properties were worth?

Mr,- 3. H. SMITH : I should say Rich-
mond ought to get out of the property at
£1,500. I do not think the clearing, the
fencing, the housing and the buildings could
posrsibly he valued at more than £1,500.
The land has always been free. Let us re-
member that we gave these people the land.
Any man in Western Austraila can get 160
acr es of land to-day. No, value is placed. on
the land.

Mr. Mann: If the man sells the land.
surely there is a value on it.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: If the man wants to
sell to-morrow, the value of the property
would be the improvements on the land.

The Minister for Railways: It would not
be that, according to the results of soldier
settlement.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: I agree with that. I
san not going to touch soldier settlement.

The Minister for Railways: The man
would not get the value of the improve-
ments.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, becaus e of ac-
crued interest, interest on interest. Too
much has been paid for land that is not
suitable. I do not want to bring up only
the case of Richmond. As the Minister
knows, in that district; are many other pro-
pert ies equally valuable,

The Minister for Lands: Yes. In your
country there are some beautiful properties.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not see how those
people can fail to make good,

Mr. Clydesdale: Of how many acres are
these propertiesI

Mr, J. H. SMITH: A. hundred acres. if
I went into figures I could quote people
making £750 a year on land not as good
as this.

The Minister for Lands: I know of such
eases too.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: I do not see how
these people can possibly go wrong. Let
me add that I have seen eq ually good land
at Augusta. However, we have to tackle
the problem of group settlement, and the
way I have indicated is, in my opinion, the
only way of doing it, Next there is the
question of fruitgrowing, to whbich I desire
to call the attention of the Government.
This is a very serious matter. I refer
to louvred trucks. Last year the same
trouble occurred. Although the crop -was
light, no IOurred trucks were available for
fruit on account of the way the wheat was
coming, in. The old story was repented
of fruit being transported in open trucks
from Bridgetown to Fremantle for ship-
ment One knows what the result would be
upon the arrival of the fruit in the Old
Country. Last year louvred vans were used
for wvbeat. I hope the Minister for Rail-
ways will give that mutter his attention.

The Minister for Railways: I certainly
will.

Mr. J., Hf. SMITH: I spoke about the
same trouble the year before last. Last
season the crop was only one-sixth of the
usual quantity, and the service, which was
not so had the year before, resulted in a
trainload of fruit being spoilt.

The Minister for Railways: A trainload
of fruit spoilt?

Mr. 3. HE. SIMITH: Practicallhy. The
fruit came out of cool store, and then was.
conveyed in open trucks to Fremantle.

The Minister for Railways: What sort of
trucks were used?
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Mr. 3. H. SMITH: Open trucks with
tarpaulins over the top of them.

The Minister for Railways: We are build-
ing 50 more Iouvred trucks.

Hon. W. J1. George: The open trucks
should have gone to the wheat, and the
loured trucks to the fruit.

The Minister for Raihivays: Yes.

Mr. J. HE. SMITH: It was bad ma nage-
ment. The fruit industry is importantI and
requires a fair amount of attention fronm
the Railway Department. Now as to the
Licenses Reduction Board. Do the Govern-
ment intend to continue that hoard?

Mr. Mann: The board will lapse next
month.

Air. J. ELU SMITH: Yes. I want to know
whether the board is to be continued.

The Minister for Railways: We mnu-t
deal with the matter this session. If the
Act is not continued this session, the board
will lapse.

Mr. Mann: By the Act the board will
lapse next mouth.

The Minister for Railways: No; on the
31st December, 1928.

Mr. J. H. SMITH; I wish to refer to
the policy of the Licenses Reduction Board.
In rising country towns the man who has
the mnost pull, or can eirploy the finest archi-
tect or the best lawyer, gets the license.
whoever puts up the best case gets the
license. Then the Licenses Reduction
Board come along and decide that the man
who secured the license must build an elab-
orate place costing anything from £10,000
to £15,000.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tenders are called, arp
they not?

Mr. 3. Hf. SMITH:- No.
Mr. Mann: Unider one section of the Act,

tenders are called, but not nder the other
section.

The Minister for Railways: A premium i-,
fixed.

Mr. X. H. SMITH: Ye;i in the smine way
as the premium for the re-opening of the
Brighton Hotel was fixed, That hotel was
delicensed, and the owner was kept
out of it for three or four years. He went
to all sorts of trouble and expense; the
matter cost him thousands of pounds in
litigation. The board re-granted the man
his license, and charged him £3,000 for it.

Mr. Clydesdale: Anid he charged the
other fellow five!

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am only dealing
with the principle of the thing.

The Minister for Railways: The owner
must have run the hotel very badly, that it
should be delicensed while a wine shop was
coDntiiiued.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister for
Justice pontrols the police.

The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. J. H. SMAITH: Well, the Minister

did at that time, if he does not now.
The Minister for Railways: The hotel

was shut up about six years ago.
Mr. J. H. SMNITH: The hotel was closed

by referendum, and the owner was charged
£3,000 for permission to re-open it.

Hon. W. J. George: That is where the
profiteering comes in. We must make the
Licenses Reduction Board sit upi.

Mr. .1. H. SMTITH: To nay way of think-
ing, there should not be a town in this State
without two or three licensed houses, in-
cluding State hotels. The Minister may
believe in the State hotels: I do not. State
hotels are good business propositions where
two or three hotels could make an excellent
living and give a better service.

Hon. G-. Taylor: And cater better for the
public.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I refer not only to
State hotels. We liave instances of men
controlling many licenses throughout West-
ern Australia. Tn places where a monopoly
exists, it is a compliment to get a meal;
and so far as drink js concerned, one gets
hut rarely a decent-sized pot, and if one
asks for whisky one does not know what
sort of whisky one gets. All this because
there is no competition.

Mr. Clydesdale. Be fair. Are not the
conditions better to-day than ever they
were?

-Mr. .1. H. SMITH: No. They are not
in the same street, ast they were. Hotel% w%%ill
close themselves. It is all very well for thme
member for Canning m r Clydnsdale) fo
say conditions are better than they were.

Mr. Clydesdale: You do not know what
you are talking abont.

Mr. T1. H. SMITH: I have had just ae
much experience in connection with hoitels
as the hon. member has had. To-day, con-
ditions in many hotels are scandalous. Tie
Weightsc and MNeasures Act should be a,'plit-l
to hotels. To-day the liquor trade is not a ,
grood as it us;ed to be. 'We have the illus-tra-
tion of the TLicenses Reduction Board going
to K'algoorlie and, Against the wishes of the
people, closing hotels there.
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Mr. Clydesdale: Vested interests.
Mr. J. Hf. SMITH: I do not knoiu

whether it is vested interests. if it were,
the hotels wvould close of their own account.
If the department did its duty and saw to
it that the hotels were properly cotnducted,
and refrained from doing business after
honis, the hotels would close .themselves.
But certainly there arc vested interests
where monopolies can be secured. I shall
have something to say on this matter when
the Minister brings down his Bill for the
re-appointment of the Licensing Hoard. We
should revert to the old system of the ser-
geant in charge of the police district, a
leading justice of the peace, and a resident
magistrate granting and renewing licenses.
That system was much better than the pre-
sent one.

Mr. Clydesdale: Do you think so?
Mr. J. 1-. SMITH: I do.
Mr. Clydesdale: You are about the only

one ix, the State who thinks a,..
Mr. J. H. SMITH: I know many others

who think the same, In my own electorate
there are monopolies where there should be
two or three hotels. I knowv of one place at
Greenhushes that was closed, while the board
instructed another hotel-keeper to spend
£1,400. One the question of unemployment.
in my opinion the Government have fallen
down' on their job. During the last three
years unemployment has not been a season-
al matter, but has spread right throughout
the State. Every muan has the right to work.
Excuses are being made that unemployment
is the result of an influx of foreign element.
Never before have the Government had so
much money to spend on developmental
work, so there should he no unemployment
in the State. The Government have not
done their duty. Unmoved, they have seen
hundreds of men walking about Perth look-
ing for a meal. When those men, or some
of them, went to the Premier, he refused to
meet them. We have even had the spectacle
of trade unions carrying resolutions against
the Government and demanding that they
should meet the unemployed.

The Minister for Railways: Put yourself~
in the place of the unemployed. When you
go to the Premier's office do yu ge nwith-
out delay?

Mr.i J. H. SMITH: No, but the Premier
does not barricade his doors against me.
Diirintr the waitresses' strike, when men had
to sell their property because revolutionists
wvere breaking into those places, the police

were not brought out for their protection.
The police were looking on, afraid to move.
We even had the Minister for Railways
threatened. He was going to be murdered.
No police were brought out for his protec-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: Oh dear!I
Mr. J1. H. SMITH: More recently we had

hundreds of men walking about Perth with
their bellies empty, and because they looked
for work we had the police tearing through
them in the main street, without a word
of protest being uttered by the Government.
That is what we have had, and that from
a Labour Government. Under the previous
Government there was no unemployment of
any dcscription. I remember the occasion
when the Governor came up to open Par-
liament, and a member of the House rushed
around and got a number of unemployed to
come along and hoot the Governor.

The Minister for Lands: Who was that
member?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: You know, as well
as I do. Before the change of Government
we could speak from every platform and
say that no man in Western Australia
wanted work without being able to get it.
We cannot say that to-day. The Premier
declared iii the Press that if any man came
from the country to Perth, no employment
would be found for him. Men out of work
were to remain in the country districts.
Yet when any of the unemployed in the
country districts apply for public work in
the country they cannot be employed un-
less they join up through the Labour
Bureau in Perth.

The Minister for Railways: Oh yes, they
can.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But they cannot. The
Minister for Mines contradicted that state-
ment the other night, but afterwards we
had an officer of the department declaring
that the statement was correct.

The Minister for Mines': I say it is not
correct; and I go further and say you know
it is not correct.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister knows
it is correct. He knows that from his own
officer.

The Minister for Mines: He is not my
officer.

Mr. 5. H. SMITH: Well you know it is
correct.

The Minister for Mines: I know it is in-
norrect%
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Air. 5. H. SM1ITH; It was reported in the
Press that the supervisor stated in regard
to local employment that there was a mis-
conception, as men could not be taken on
by dribbling into town. He said that some
had even walked out to Forrestania expect-
ing to hie given work, but that gangs were
made up in Perth, and consequently writ-
ten applications had to be made in Perth.
He said that another contingent would leave
Perth by the following Monday's train.

The Minister for Mines: Who said that?
Mfr. J. H. SMITH: The supervisor.
The Minister for Mines: Which super-

visor said it? That was wired fromn
Southern Cross. It was not from an officer
of the department. I know who sent the
wire. The sender had nothing to do with
the department.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Well, why does not
the Minister take action against him?

The Minister for Mines: He is not em-
ployed by us.

Mr. Lindsay: All the country papers say
the same thing.

Mr. J. H1. SMITH: I know that men have
made application for work in my district,
and that they cannot get employment with-
out first coining to Perth. Moreover before
they can get employment they have to join
a branch of the A.W.IJ.

Hon. G. Taylor: That's the way to
whistle it.

The Minister for Mines: That has been
said so often that it is of no use contradict-
ing it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I may he able to
answver the Minister in his own language.
However, I amn waiting for the member for
Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) to hold forth,
whentihe may get a bit of whistling, too.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, we know
him well.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Wherever possible I
am prepared to ass~ist the Ministers, but as
for the nnemplo~ed of this country, Minis-
ters are not doing too well.

The Minister for Railways: We often
hear these remarks.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister ought
to hear them even more often. He and his
colleagues do not seem to care, and when
we try to point out what is in the interests
of Western Australia, it is like a voice cry-
ing in the wilderness.,

The Minister for Railways: Yet the coun-
try goes ahead just the same.

Mr. 3. H. SMITH: The country cannot
he going ahead when thousands of men are
looking for work.

The M1inister for Lands: But it is.
'Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the country were

going ahead, there would lie no unemploy-
ment.

The 'Minister for Railways: But if
10,000 men from the Easter,, States conmc
in next week, how is unemployment to be
avoided ?

Mx. J. H. S11iTH: They would require
to have money to get here.

The Minister for Railways: Plenty of
them jump the trains.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Is the Minister ask-
ing us to believe that thiousands of men are
jumping the trains to get over here? I
want to get back to the subject of South-
ern Europeans and Jugo-Slavs. The South-
ern Europeans hare delved in onr mines, and
I know that some of them in my district
are splendid men, as fine as one could meet.
But is the Minister for Lands justified in
saying when those people are in the conntry
that we shall not allow farmiers under the
Agricultural Bank to employ then7

The 2linister for Lands: In your opening
remarks you said those men ent wages.

Mr. J. H. SMFITH: But I also said that,
all things being equal, the Australian is not
afraid of the foreigner.

The Minister for Lands: Are things not
equal in your electorate?

Mr. 5. H. SMITH: Not when the f or-
cigner is prepared to wvork for less than
the standard wage.

The Minister for Lands: The same
mIhing is to be found in the agricultural
areas.

Mr. Lindsay: But that is not general.
The Minister for Lands: It occurs in

quite too many cases.
M1r. J. H. SMITH: I do not object to

the Southern European. We have him in
our country, we cannot have him starved,
mid we cannot deport him. So let us face
the facts.

The Minister for Lands: We must dis-
tourage them from comning here in num-
Ines that cannot be ahsorhed.

-Mr. J1. IT. SMIITH: Yes. I want to see
our own coming here. But when the
Southern Europeans are already in the
country, we must not debar them from em-
ployment.

The Mfinister for Lands: I know of 50
iimber workers ready to undertake clear-
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ing. Yet the farmer will employ the for-
eigners and pretend that he cannot get
Britishers.

Mr. J1. H. SIMT: If the Minister had
50 good timber woikers for clearing, they
Ehould be able to get work.

The SPEAKER: I ask the hon. mem-
her to address the Chair. He has been
addressing other hon. members and answer-
ing their questions.

Mr. J1. HI. SMITH:- I am sarry, Sir; 1
will not transgress again. At any rate, 1
was about to conclude my remarks. I
hope the Government -will take notice
of what I have said on the subject of un-
employment. I admit it is a difficult subject,
but the Government should tackle it in a
proper manner and not refuse to meet the
mnen when they are crying out for bread.
That is all I have to ay an the Address-
in-reply.

MR. CHESSON (Cue) [8.313: A lot
has been said about the question of unem-
ployment and as it is State-wide, I would
be failing in my duty if I did not refer to
the subject I regret that some provision
has not been made for the expenditure of
mnoney on public works during the winter
months, so as to absorb those people who
are able to get employment only at certain
seasons of the year. We all know that
quite a number find their way to the city
-it certain times of the year after having
worked in the country. Take the pastoral
areas, and the shearers who are employed
during fixed months on various stations.
Most of these people have their homes in
the metropolitan area and when they have
tinished their work in the country they
drift back to the city. The same thing
may be said of agricultural workers. After
the harvest has been taken off they too,
return to the metropolitan area, and the
consequenice is that in the winter months
when they congregate in the city, it is dif-
ficult for them to find employment. This
trouble has been with us for as long a
period as I can remember. I admit that
this year the unemployment question has
heen worsq than we have known it to be
for some time past. This state of affairs
can easily be accounted for. We had a
bumper harvest last season and that fact
was well advertised in the East. There
were failures in the harvests of most of
the other States and that, together wit$~
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the dismissals from the Railway De-
partment of South Australia, was respon-
sible for the influx from the Eastern States
to Western Australia. I have come into
czontact with a good many of these people
and found them all to be a good class of
ien. I am sorry that it has not been pos-
sible to find work for all of them. We
realise that in the period of the gold boom,
many of us drifted over here and made
good. Therefore, if the people who are
eoming to this State now, could find em-
ployment, no doubt many, like Ourselves,
-would also make good. But it is hardly
to be expected that Western Australia can
wake provision for all the unemployed of
Australia. We have also had an influx of
people from Southern Europe. Prom stat-
istics that have been published we gather
that the majority of the Southern Euro-
peans have been going either to Queensland
or coming to this State. Whilst I have
nothing to say against these men, our first
duty is to our own people.

M br. Mann : There would not be as many
in your district, to-day as there 'were 10
or 20 years ago.

Mr. CHESSON: No, we have not the
Great Fingal working now.

Mr. Heron: They have drifted into the
farming areas.

Mr. CRTESSON: I have had a good deal
of experience in connection with the em-
ployment of Southern Europeans, and I
know that most of them have always been
exploited by their own countrymen. The
inore experienced of them take contracts,
bat not at a cut price. The contractor
gets the price he asks, but he does not
pay his countrymen what he should pay
them. That kind of thing happened
in the maining days. On the Great Fingal
mnine there was an Italian contractor named
(:eruti who always employed new chum
Italians. Then when these Italians under-
stood enough English and found they were
being exploited, Ceruti got rid of them
and filled their places with later arrivals
who, in turn, were unable to speak a Word
of English. All that they could say was
"Day Dawn" and they boarded the trains
and were dumped off at Day Dawn when
ibe train got there. These men worked
in rises and no provision 'was made fat
them in the way of ventilation or any-
t.-ing else. Mast of these men died as v
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result of the bad mining conditions of
those days.

Mr. Lindsay: Is Ceruti still living?
IMr. CRESSON: No, be too has passed

cut. We know that this class of labour
is exploited even to-day. At the present
time if we go to the 'wood lines we
sete this class of labour engaged there.
N\ow as for the difference between
the Southern European and the Austra-
lian worker, I do not hesitate to
say that there is any comparison;, 'lie Aus-
tralian is head and shoulders above the
Southern European in work associated with
mining or sleeper cutting. Have not nll the
champion axemen been Australiansl I ad-
mit that Southern Europeans are, also good
workers, but when it comes to a question
of capable and efficient labour, the Southern
European is not in it with the Australian.
When T hear men say that they arc not
able to get Australians to clear their land,
I comne to the conclusion fhat there is somie-
thing wrong. My experience is that if an
Australian is treated decently he will always
work well for his employer. We should, of
course, provide him with a decent house to
live in.

Mr. Lindsay: You would not expect n
house to be provided when he is clearing
the land?

Mr. CHESSON: I do not say that, but
in these days of motor transport there
should not be any difficulty in providing
him with all his supplies and reasonable
comfort.

Mr. Lindsay: That is always done.
Mr. CHESSON: Then there must he

something wrong if farmers cannot get a
decent class of Australian to do the work
of clearing. Of course we would not expect
a man born and bred in the city and having
done clerical 'work, to take on the laborious
task of clearing land and making good.
There has been a good deal of criticism
about the incidence of the vermain tax, and
a lot has been said about this tax affecting
one section of the community more than an-
other. The pastoralist is concerned more
about the destruction of the dingo, the fox
and the eagle-hawk. If members knew what
a big sumn was paid in the pastoral area;,
they would realise. that in those parts of
the State these pests were being destroyed
in great numbers. We know that the dingo
is niigratory and if it had not been for the
pastoralist acting as a buffer between his

areas and the agricultural district;, the ding4
would have worked his way down in greatei
numbers and infested the agricultural areas
At one time the foxes were no further norti
than -Mullewa. Now they have worked theii
way further north than Cue.

Mr. Lindsay: Foxes are now workint
their way down.

IMr. CHESSON: Squatters never movo
from their- districts; they are always laying
baits. If LL had not beet. for the squattern
in the hack country, there would be morE
dingoes in the Agricture~fE areas. Arouni
Cue at the present time there are practicall;1
no dingoes. Station owners have gone oul
further than other people in their effort,
to destroy this pest, and they make no noist
about their success in this directiou.

Mr. Lindsay: I should not think thc.3
would.

Mr. CREESS ON: In the agricultural
areas the settlers have to contend with the
rabbit pest.

Mr. Lindsay: We are not asking the pas-
torialist to destroy rabbits.

Mr. CHESSON; Rabbits will not live
in the pastoral areas, at any rate, not for
any length of time. They die out rapidly aw
soon as a dry spell sets in. One can travel
for miles in the pastoral areas without see-
ing any sign of a rabbit, though in the
good seasons one might come across a few
occasionally. I do not consider the rabbit
will ever become a menace to the pastoralist.
I 'wish to thank the Government for the
assistance they are rendering through the
Agricultural Bank to the young pastoralist
who is starting out on his own account.
There are cases in which young people, the
sons of squatters, have acquired small hold-
ings of perhaps 100,OOC acres. These peo-
ple appreciate very much the help that is
being rendered them. There hias been a good
deal said by way of criticism about the train
service through Wongan Hills to Meeka-
tharra. I travel over that line as often
as most people, and I have very little fault
to find with the service. When one arrives
at Mullewa. there is a change of train. Then
the journey to Mfeekatharra starts from
Geraldton. The biggest fault, perhaps, is
in connection with the change over.
In the change over, adequate provision is
not made for the passengers who have to
travel over the longer distances. The re-
sult is that many people have to get into
compartments that are practically full. At
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one time the corridor cars were taken as
far as Meekatharra, but subsequently it was
decided they would not run beyond Mullewa.
A deputation waited upon the Commissioner
of Railways to discuss the matter and Col-
onel Pope informed us that the reason for
the alteration was to enable an extra load
of stock trucks to be taken up. We were
promised that in the change over, clean
carriages would be provided, but that pro-
mise has not been fulfilled. The carriages
come through from Gcraldton and there is
no opportunity to clean them en route. On
the return journey from Meekatharra., after
changing over to the corridor cars, there is
not much complaint to be made. It has
been urged that the carriages in use are
leaky ones. When we consider the heat
in the summer, it is not to be wondered at
that -when the rains come, the carriages
prove leaky, especially when we realise bow
timber shrinks in the heat. Reference is
made in the Governor's Speech to legisla-
tion dealing with hospitals, and I believe
a hospital tax is on the tapis. We should
endeavour to provide more revenue for our
hospitals and to that end, we should not fail
to introduce a lottery Bill. Huge sums of
money are sent out of Western Australia
each year to Tattersalls in Tasmania, and
the Golden Casket in Queensland. There
is no chance of stopping that sort of thing,
and if we were to run a lottery in Western
Australia, we could divert much of that
money and make it available for hospitals
and charities within our own borders. When.
legislation with that object in view was
passed by a large majority in this House,
it was rejected in the Legislative Council.
Since then some of the members of the
UGpper House have visited Queensland and
they have changed their minds. In view of
that, I believe that we could now scie
the passage of legislation such as I have
indicated. If we can keep that money within
the State, we will have ach~eved something
of advantage. Dealing with the stock traffic
of the Murchison, I wish to draw the atten-
tion of the House to the large number of
stock that pass through the Cue yards. The
following extract from the I'Murchison
Times" is of interest:-

The following very interesting figures were
courteously supplied by the stationmaster, Cue,
in regard to railage of stock and wool from
Cne railway station for the 12 months ending
June 30:.-Cattle7 2,333; sheep, 26,735; wool,
4,071 bales. A careful estimate made of these

figur'es gives the following values:-Cattle,
£27,990. sheep, £;20,736; wool, £101,775; total,
£9150,806.

Those figures indicate the number of stock
passing through Cue from the Murehison.
They do not take into account the stock
shifted from Meekatbarra, Tuekanarra, Mt.
Magnet and other centres,

The Minister for Railways: Did not the
lighting of the yards prove of great assist-
ance?

Mr. CRESSON: Yes. The Government
camne to the assistance of the local road
hoard and enabled the railway yards to be
lighted at night. As a result, all stock is
loaded in the yards at about 3 a.m., where
previously that work had to be undertaken
during the day time. From a humanitarian
standpoint alone the Government are to be
commended for their action. Coming to the
mining industry, bon-, members will realise
what an important part that industry has
played, and is still playing, in the develop-
ment of the State. Over £1,700,000 worth
of gold has been taken from the mines dur-
ing the past 12 months. In 1890 the popu-
lation of tbis State was very small; now it
exceeds 400,000 people. When we realise
those figures, we also appreciate what min-
ing has meant for the State. Had it not
been for that industry, in all probability
railway lines would not hiave been con-
structed for perhaps another 20 years to
the Murchison and other outlying part;,
where the pastoral and agricultural indus-
tries have grown up in addition to mining
operations. In the Murchison to-day th~e
agricultural areas have extended to MAullewa,
and the railways that were built for niining-
purposes are now available to serve the in--
terests of agriculture in the outlying parts.
The same thing applies in the Eastern Gold-
fields districts where agriculture has ex-
tended to beyond Southern Cross. In addi-
tion, it has to be remembered that the gold-
fields provided markets for the produce of
pastoralists in earlier days. I want to refer
to a little history to show how the prosperity
of the State was foretold in very early days.
It 'was in 18&% that Austin, the explorer,
led the so-called North-Eastern Expedition,
which began at Northam and ended at the
Geraldine mining settlement. On his way
through what is now the Murchison, lie
named Mt. Magnet and found evidence of
auriferons wealth sufficient to draw from
him in his report in 1855 the prophetic
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worch, "The country around Ljake Austin
is probably one of the finest goldfields in
the world." How true was his forecast, sub-
sequent years served to verify. Had his
words been taken seriously in 1855, what a
wonderful thing it would have meant to the
progress of the State! Representatives of
mining constituencies can have no comn-
plaints to urge against the Government when
we take into consideration the money that
hias been provided for developing those areas
and for the encouragement of prospecting.
The Government have shown their practical
sympathy in connection with the mining
industry by encouragement wherever pos-
sible. The activity that has been going on
at Wiluna has resulted in the mines at that
centre becoming the best developed proposi-
tions in the State. Very little more can
be done until the line from M1eekatharra to
Wiluna is constructed. We hope we shall
not have to wait very long for the corn pie-
tion of that work. Then, again, we are in-
terested in the construction of the Geraldton
harbour, which is the natural port for the
Murehison district. With adequate pro-
visions to meet the requirements of the dis-
trict, there will be a far better railway ser-
vice. In order to fuly avail ourselves
of the manganese -deposits, we have to await
the construction of a line from the Horse-
shoe and from Wiluna.

Mr. Lindsay: Have they done anything9
wi th the manganese yet?

,%r. CHESSON: Nothing further can
be done pending the completion of the work
at the Geraldton end. It is necessary to
erect a bin capable of holding 10,000 tons,
so that boats can be loaded as expeditiously
and as economically as possible.

Hon, G. Taylor: The railway line has
heen completed.

Mr. CTIESSON: But not ballasted.
Ron. 0. Taylor:- They will not ballast that

line.
M-Nr CHEESSON: They will have to do so,

in order that the heavy loads may be carried.
Thle Government have extended great assist-
ance to the mining industry in my electorate,
particularly in connection with diamond
drill boring. In the Cue district, three bores
have been completed and the lode has been
cut at depith9 ranging from 400 to 600 feet
in the sulphide zone. The results have been
very satisfactory. Without fear of contra-
diction, it can be said that those results are

better than those obtained elsewhere for
long time past.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Where are the bori
being put down!

3Mr. CHESSON: At Reidys. Three hai
been completed; another is about complete,
and the fifth is getting down.

Hon. 0. Taylor: All on the same lode?
Mr. CHESS ON : Yes. The lode has bee

cut for depths ranging from 12 feet to
feet.

Hon. G. Taylor: Good business!
Mr. CRESSON: It looks as if Reidy

will develop into a decent mine. The fift
bore has yet to be put down. Boring is als
to be undertaken at the Big Bell Mine. Tha
is an enormous proposition.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is the biggest in Ui
State, is it not?

Mr. CH-ESSON: Yes; it has bee
sampled on the surface over a big distanc
It is such a big lode that the boring w:i
take pl~ace in the lode pr~actically from stai
to finish. A start will he made inL lod
and the bore will be prospecting in led
matter the -whole way. I am very sav
-uine as to the results there. We hay
a fair number of mien working on the Peon
tin and on the emeralds. Probably ther
has been a bit of a ramp in connection wit
the market. A good deal of work ha.. b'?e
done. I was talking to an expert, Mr. Binc
who said he had never seen a plaea when
there were so many emeralds. He conl
sidered the place -worth development. Tb
emeralds being secured had a market vali'
for decorative purposes in Japan, bur h
was of opinion that at depth a better els
of stone would he obtained. I wish to than]
the Government on behalf of the pros peutur
of my distnict for the assistance granted t,
them. Every genuine prospector who ha
put in a claim has received assistanc.

Hon. G. Tay](&t: I think you are nigh
there.

Mr. CHESSON: We readise that when
man goes out -prospecting he is likely ti
find something- that will be beneficial no
only to himself, hut to the State. and every
body agrees to assistance being ranted ti
that class of man.

Hon. G. Taylor: We ought to keep at
many of themn out as possible.

MNTr. CITESSON: The Govern-mert havi
donea really good work in assisting them
The Government assistance in the nmatter oi
crushing facilities ls also been most, use
ful. The carting subsidy has been a gresi
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boon to the prospector. It weans that
everybody is placed on tbe basis of a 5-mile
radius f rom the battery. Even if a men is
working a show 20 miles fromn the battery,
it costs himn only 5s. to cart his ore. Conse-
quently ore of comparatively low value can
be treated. The Cue batteryv holds the record
this year for tonnage put through. Some
of the crushings have given low return;
but we must realise that the mna engaged
in such work have succeeded in living and
paying their way. Every ounce of gold
taken out of the ground represents new
money.

Mr. Lindsay: Dloes not that apply to all
primary prodluction q

Mr. CRESSON: Gold has a standard
value, and did not beneft during the war;
in fact, We~tern AuIstralia lost on its gold
production during the war period. When
we remember that three Li notes arc put
into circulation for every sovereign coined,
we can realiqe what a fine work the pros-
pectors are doing for the State. The Fed-
eral --rant to assist prospecting was utterly
useless to Western Australia. The Federal
Governnment set aside a sum of about £30,000
for the whole of the States, but the condi-
tions attached to it were impossible. It was
stipulated that the State had to spend the
whole of its mines development vote before
it- Pould partake in the Federal grant. The
only place that could benefit under the con-
ditions imposed was the Northern Territory.
If a further sum for the assistance of pros-
pecting is made available by the Federal
Government, I hope this State will he given
an opportunity to take advantage of it. I
am in the happy position of being able to
say that I have no grievances to air in re-
spect of my electorate.

!Ron. G. Taylor: You are very fortunate.
Mr. ORES SON: Of course, we have the

unemployed problem with us, but we make
an effort to -provide employment in the dis-
trict. We do not advise our men who are
out of work to go to Perth. People are
only too apt to drift to the city. When I
am in my electorate I make a practice of
calling on thr station people. Wool has
been commanding a fair price and many or
the station owners have work to be done.
When T tell them that I have a couple of
reliable men wanting work, station owners
will often put 'work in hand earlier than
they had intended. In this way the staion
owners work hand in hand with the other
members of the i-ommunity. The mining-
prospects are brighter than they have been

for some years. People are optimistic
about the development of Wilunka and the
eastern goldfields generally. It is now
eaier to get local assistance to equip and
send out prospecting parties than it has
been for some time past. With the parties
that are out prospecting under Govern-
mnent assistance, the outlook is certainly
more hopeful. A more optimistic view of
u~ining is being taken by the general pub-
lic, and I hope that the optimism will be
justified and that we shall get sonic big
development that wrill redound to the bexe-
flit of the State.

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) £9.7]: Every
member who has spoken on this motion
bas stressed the importance of the unem-
ployed question, and I desire to say a few
words on the subject. Unfortunately West-
ern Australia is not the only Stare that
is experiencing this trouble. It appears to
be general right through Australia. Last
Thursday in Adelaide I saw a procession
of 800 or 900 men. They seem to hold a
procession twice a week in that city, just
to keep before the public the fact that
there are unemployed in Adelaide. 1 heard
rather a funny motion discussed in the
Legislative Assembly that evening. The
hLeader of the Opposition moved that the
flouse should allow two members of the
:inemplayed to come to the bar and put
their ease before members.

Hon. 0. Taylor:- Is that a factI
Uir. ANGELO: Yes, and the debate oc-

cupied nearly the whole day. The Leader
oif the Opposition did not specify which
bar be had in mind, but the Premier blew
out the motion pretty quickly when he ad-
%,ised the House that one of the men sug-
Lrested as spokesman was a recent arrival
irom. Sydney and was a well-known comn-
inunist agitator.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was a good stock
phrase.

Mr. ANGELO: However, unemploy-
ment its a matter -which we should consider,
and on which we should give any advice
that may prove of assistance. I should
like to know whether the Premier and the
Minister for Lands rend the leading article
that appeared in the "Daily News?' on 26th
July last, entitled "The Problem of Unemn-
ployment." Therein was given a sugges-
tion that appealed to msl as being well
worthy of consideration, because I ser-
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iously believe that, if it were carried into
tiffect, it would solve the difficulty to a
great extent. The suggestion would mean
The employment, 1 believe, of 85 or 90 per
cent. of the 'workless. It would speed up
production considerably, it would cost
practically nothing, so far as unemploy-
menut was concerned, and it might add con-
siderably to the experience of men who
had not done that class of work
and perhaps create a class of worker,
namlely clearers, that would he welcomed
by the farmers in preference to South-
Ci n Europeans. The suggestion, briefly
sta ted, was that the Government should
set aside some 300 or 400 of the 3,000 farms
and offer clearing contracts to the unem-
ployed, say to little sections of three or fou r
men. Suppose thbey went out in lots oif
three and there were 300 blocks on which
they could be given clearing contracts, it
would mean the employment of 000 men.
The men would he paid the usual contract
price which, in my opinion, is the key of
the suggestion, and when the lot was put
up for sale, there would be no difficulty
whratever in getting value for it. In the
course of my business I meet numbers of
people from the Eastern States who have
coma to Western Australia to buy farms,
and I can safely say that nine oat of ten
of them would prefer to get a partly imi-
proved property. They do not seem desir-
ous to go out into the virgin country and
start to cut down the first tree. If the~y
could go on to farms with 300 or 400 acres
cleared-and most of them have the money
to pay for the clearing-they would prefer
properties of that kind. If the Government
placed a proposition of the kind before men
genuinely desirous of obtaining work, they
would undertake it.

'Ron. G. Taylor: It would be idle for
them to take it on otherwise.

Mr. ANGELO: It is the function oif gov-
ernment to find employment for men out
of -workc. If the Government offered such
men, employment at the contract rate for
clearing and they 'refused the Work, the
Government's responsibility to them would
end. They could say to the men, "We offer
-you this work; thousands of men have been
doing similar work at the same rate of con-
tract, and if you do not choose to take it,
we have done our best for you and You can
go somewhere else."

Hon. G. Taylor: But that would not
vent agitation.

.r. ANGELO: The Government co
set aside blocks to the number of 300 or,
and announce that they were prepared
let contracts for clearing 200 or 300 a(
on each to teams of three or four men.'
men could go out and earn good mor
and the cost of the work could be m,
an encumbrance against the partici
blocks. The money might come out of
Agricultural Bank. I do not see axl
difference betwen a person who acquire,
block through the Agricultural Bank, I
rowing hundreds of pounds for cleani
and the Government borrowing through
bank, and making the money they h,
spent upon the block an encumbrance
the title. When the purchaser comes alo
ha can either pay tihe money which
been expanded on cleeripg, or take up
encanabrance from the bank. Perhaps sc
special advance account might be erca
to cover such a lprocedure. I fedl sure, p
vided only the present contract rate
paid and the work was properly done,

passed by a competent inspector, every
of those blocks would be sold and the mmo
advanced for the clearingr would be refuni
to the Government. it would be oal5
temporary loan, because nine out of tenp
sons looking for land seem to prefer a p
tinily improved property. This wo
mean a great deal in the way of speed
up our production. We want a 5b,000,1
bushel yield next year to celebrate our c
tenary. What a fine thing it would be
on 300 farms we had an additional'
acres cleared, representing 9,000 morc ac
of wheat towards our objective. I feel a
that every penny of the money advan
to carry out such a schemne would be rep
to the Government, except possibly the c
of a few supervisors, which would be vi
little compared with the cost of doling
meals to the unemployed. Lastly I if
certain that if these men were put on
the work and became accustomed to
having served their apprenticeship in i4,
it were, they would find there was g(
money to be carned by clearing. We sbo,
thus create a new class of clearer, who wor
find ready employment amont the farm
after these particular jobs had been do
Such a scheme has been carried out heft
I think the late Mr. Hopkins, when Minis
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for Lands, had a lot of clearing done in an-
tici~pation of the subsequent sale of the land.

Mr.- Lindsay: That was not too successful.
Mr. ANGELO: That may be so, because

the work was done by day labour. I am not
suggesting day labour in this ease.

Mr, Lindsay: That was for ringburking
and scrubbing. The timber grew up again
before the settlers could make use of the
land. The work was badly done.

Mr. ANGELO: Hlundreds of men arc
ready to purchase blocks as soon as the
clearing has been effected. I would ask the
Government to give these suggestions some
thought. If it relieved the situation and
assisted 90 per cent, of the unemployed it
might be followed up later by further clear-
ing along the saine lines. I have an idea
the Government do not like contract work,
but in times of stress we have to take ex-
ceptional measures to overcome diffmcultics.
I hope the Government will see if the sug-
gestion put forwvard by the "Daily News"
cannot he gone into and perhaps given effect
to, thereby not only relieving those who are
unemployed, but speeding up production
generally.

The Premier: You do not know what has
been happening. You must have been out
of the State for a few wreeks.

Mr. ANGELO:- If the Premier can tell
inc that soniething has already been done
in this direction, I shall be only too glad
to hear it.

The Premnier: All that was done weeks
ago. How long have you been away?

Mr. ANGELO: I am delighted to hear it.
I have read numbers of speeches as well as
the papers, but I have heard of no action
being taken in this direction. I have heard
that land has been cleared out from South-
era Cross for roads only, hut I understand
the actual work of clearing lots has not yet
been started.

The Premier: You have not been long
enough hack to make yourself acquainted
with all the facts.

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad to hear that
something in this direction is being done.
R is the right way to set about such work.
Hf, therefore, what T hare been talking
about cannot lie taken as a suggestion, I
am only too pleased to compliment the Gov-
.rumeut upon having already started this
;eheme.

On motion by Mr. Howe, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 9.2.2 p.m.
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QUESTIONS (2)-POLIOE BENEFIT
FUND.

Scale of Bene-fits.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON askedr the Min-
Ister for Police: 1, Have the Government
gven effect to the recommendation of the

.-elect committee of the Legislative As-
sembly, appointed to inquire into the Police
tienefit Fund, namely that the scale otf
benefits for officers who have joined the
Police Force since 1917 be increased to the
inite applieable,'to officers who joined prior
to that date? 2, If1 not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, No. 2, It is not at present considered
that the financial position of the fund is
sufficiently strong to allow of the exten-
sion of benefits as mentioned in (11.

Superannuations Scheme.

Air. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Police: What action has been
taken bv the (roverament in regard to the
recommendation of the select committee of"
th.e Legislative Assembly appointed to in-
quire into the practicability of converting
the Police Benefit Fund into a superan-
nuation scheme:-"'That the Police Benefit
Fund be converted into a pension scheme
similar in respect to pensions, gratuities.
cund allowances to that covering thellictor-
ion police force"?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
Similar requests have also been received


