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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to Supply Bill No. 1
(£1,910,500).

QUESTION—UPPER CANNING
BRIDGE, RECONDITIONING.

Mr. NORTH asked the Acting Minister
for Works: 1, Is it a fact that tenders have
been cailed for the reconditioning of the
Upper Canning bridge at Gosnells? 2, Is
it a fact that specifications provide for the
widening of the bridge to the extent of two
feet, and that no provision has been made
for a footbridge? 3, Is he aware that the
danger to pedestrians on the bridge will be
increased by the extension proposed, owing
to the greater faellity given for motor
vehicles passing each other? 4, What would
be the estimated cost of a footbridge to pro-
vide security for pedestrians?

The ACTING MINISTER FOR WORKS
replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes, 3, No. 4, £500,

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENTS,
OVERHEAD CHARGES.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The question that I
was to ask the Minister for Lands regarding
overhead charges in connection with group
holdings appears on the Notice Paper as
follows :—

Ys it a faet that overhead charges, plus
capital and interest, represent 25 per cent. of
the total charges against group holdings?
There appears to be a slight error, although
1 do not know that it makes much difference.
Instead of the words “plus eapital and in-
terest,” the question should have included
the words “plus capitalised interest.”

The Minister for Lands: That does not
make any difference. -

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: The answer to that question
would be obvipus.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: In the circumstances,
I ask leave fo withdraw the question,

Question by leave withdrawn,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previons day.

MR. C. P, WANSBROUGH (Beverley)
[4.37]: As the representative of a con-
stitnency entirely devoted to farming opera-
tions, and as a practical farmer myself, it
may not be out of place if my opening
remarks are confined to a review of the
early part of the season, which, to a large
extent, had a depressing effect upon most
of the agricoltural districts of the State.
While T will not suggest that our condi-
tions approximated that of a drought, the
season to the end of June was the driest
experienced for manv years in this State.
T have prepared a few figures that will be
of interest. 1 intend to make use of them,
not with a view to interesting hon. members
here so much as to indicate the prachical
lessen to be learnt from the experiences of
the season so far. I trust it wilt prove of
benefit to new settlers who may be expected
to come here in such large numbers in the
future, For the eight months from the 1st
November to the 30th June last, 468 points
of rain fell throughout the greater portion
of the wheat-growing areas. 1 refer more
particularly to the central, or older setiled
distriets. Then, during the month of July
following, 469 points of rain fell, or one
point more than was recorded during the
preceding eight months, Tn 1912 we had a
simmilar experience. Only 315 points of rain
fell during the eight months from November
to June, but during the following July, 575
points were recorded, or a tofal of 890
peints for the nine months. T partienlarly
refer te the total for the nine months in
the hope that we will experience similar con-
ditions this year, because, despite the re-
cords I have quoted, we had a splendid
season. With a decent carry-on from now,
T see na reason why the State eannot exceed
very considerably the previous reeord pro-
duction of 35,000,000 bushels of wheat. On
the law of averages, and with similar falls
of rain. I think we have every justification
for heing optimistic in that vespect. We
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have quite three months yet to go and the
appearances of the agrienltural distriets
have never been better than at present. Any
hon. member who is familiar with those dis-
tricts will agree with me when [ say that,
from the point of view of the growing
crops, the ountlook has never been better
than it is to-day. I trust the desire of the
Minister for Agriculture, that the centenary
erop will prove a reeord one for the State,

will be fulfilled. Reeently I travelled
thronghout my electorate and adjoining

electorates as well, and T ean voueh for the
statement that the farmers are doing all
they ean towards that end, and I know thst
the farmers in other districts are adopting
a similar eonrse. I believe we shall have a
much larger area under crop for the cen-
tenary vear. Reverting to my opening re-
marks regarding the season, T wish to
emphasise the faet that, from a sheep man’s
point of view, it has been the most disas-
trons for many years. In many parts hand-
feeding has had to be resorted to. There
i= an old axiom that tells us that adversity
teaches its lesson. From that point of view.
it is to be hoped that the experience of the
mixed farmers will be such that they will
make ample provision for fodder, so as to
he prepared to cope with extraordinary
seasons. It would bhe of great interest if
the Minister for Agriculture and his officers
were to induee the farmers to plaece on re-
cord their experiences during the season, and
particulars regarding the steps taken by
them to tide aver the dry period. If thase
experiences were embodied in a pamphlet,
the publieation would serve a useful purpose
if made available to the farmers througheut
the various distriets. Tt is indeed re-
grettable that. while we thave had
snch a splendid season from the s=tand-
point of the wheatgrower, it |Tas
heen so disastrous to the sheep men.
It is unquestionable that meat prices have
heen considerahly affected by the shortage
of lamb mutton in particular. The result
of the lambing in most distrieis will not
exceed 50 per eent., and many of them wi'l
not reach that percentage. T believe T am
safe in forecasting that the actna! resnls
will demonstrate that there will not he a
50 per cent. lambing earmarked thronghout
the mixed farming areas of Western Ans-
tralin Coming on top of the adverse sea-
son in the North, particularly in the Mur-
chison area. it seems to me that meat prices
mnst remain fairly high for a considerahle
time to come. Another matter T wish ta
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refer to relates to the Bush Fires Aect. It
it necessary to amend that legislation so as
to make the opening end closing dates for
burning-off more wniform, In my electorate
there are several road board areas and it is
common knowledge that, while the opening
date for burning-off operations on one side
of the road may, be the 1st Febrnary, on the
other side it is the 15th February, Those
dates should be made uniform and a general
opening date for burning off fized by
law.  The fixing of that date should
not be left so much in the hands of
loeal governing anthorities as it has been
in the past. As an old road board
member, I have taken part in many dis-
cussions regarding recommendations te be
made to the department as to the exaet
date when burning off might be permitted.
That time has gone by. There has been and
always will be in the minds of farmers a
distinet dread of fire, but that feeling should
not be zllowed to interfere with the progress
of the State. I say without fear of contra-
diction that the opening date, particularly
in some distriets, is too late, as farmerg are
losing quite a fortnight of the best burniny
period of the year. Seeing that the rainy
season sets in within ahout six weeks of
the opening date, the period for burning is
not by any means sufficient. I hope the
Minister will bring about an alteration
that will be more in conformity with the
requirements of the districts. The risk of
damage being done by fire will be no greater
st the 1st February than at the 15th Feb-
raary, which are the dates usually pre-
seribed, except that the value of feed may
be greater at the beginning of the month.
For all practical purposes, harvesling .op-
erations should be well over hy the 1st Feb-
rmary. Any man who has not got his erop
off by that date would have heen delayed
by exceptional circumstanees, such as an
accident to his machinery, and the risk of
erop being burnt throngh fires getting be-
yond contro] of the clearers is slight indeed.
Let me refer to the question of local water
supplies and particularly the effect of the
dry summer on the agriemitural supplies.
The season has heen a trying one, even in
the oldest distriets. Dams and even wells
that have never before been known to fail
have failed this vear. T congratulate the
Minister on having met the difficulty im-
a practical manner in the eastern or
newer areas, particularly in my electorate,
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and on baving relieved much distress in
ceriain areas. So far as he was able,
be made ample provision there. That bas
also been done in older areas, and
the Minister’s assistance has proved ex-
tremely helpful. There is a matter that
comes within the purview of the Minister
for Water Supply on which T have spoken
previously, and that is the salinity of the
Avon River. I thank the Minister for
bhaving made available officers to take levels
and acquire the necessary data for danming
the lakes which, in my opinion, are the
chief contaminating influence, I hope that
this year the Minister will be able to pro-
vide a small sum of money for the erection
of flood gates so that the difficulty ean be
tackled in an effective manner. At the
present time the flow from the lakes is
easterly, and the river is banked up for a
distance of eight or nine miles. In the
course of a week or two the water will
turn in the opposite direction, the flow from
the lakes will be released and the thousands
of gallons of water as salt as the sea im-
pounded therein will be set free. It is such
water that contaminates the Avon River and
is responsible for contamination below
the lake entrances, I hope the Minister will
use his best endeavours to get the Treasurer
to provide the money necessary for flood
gates, which will prove the key to the position.
T wish to direct the attention of members to
the statistical data being collected by the
police, I daresay some members are aware
that when the police officials were gathering
the information last year they demanded
that the farmer zhould chow the umim-
proved eapital value of his holding, a de-
mand that had never previpusly been made.
I am anxious to know for what reason that
information is required. Tf it is required
for taxation purposes, then it is a violation
of the principle on which the returns are
supplied, because it is clearly set out that
the returns are required for statistical pur-
poses only. If the information is required
for taxation purposes, why should it not be
obtained from the Taxation Department,
which has it in the proper form? Tha!
would save the time of the farmers and
spare them unnecessary harassing. Most
of the forms are handed out by the con-
stables in the fown, or are given to the
farmer in his paddock, and the particnlars
of the unimproved capital value supplied on
the spur of the moment might not be cor-
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rect. Yet the farwer is committing a breach
of the law if he supplies incorrect uforma-
tion. This may appear to Le a very small
matter, but I assure the Government that
it is causing a lot of unnecessary harassing,
I hope the Minister will explain why it is
necessary to ask for such wnformation
the statistieal returns,

Ar. Angelo: Is not that a Commonwealth
matter?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I do not
know, It is being eollected by the police, to-
gether with the information usually supplied
in the annual returns.

Mr. Angelo: On behalf of the Common-
wealth.
Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Another

matter to which I wish to direct attention
is the adeption of Federal values by road
boards for the purposes of loeal taxation. I
believe that Federal values have also been
adopted by the State; of that 1 am not
sure, but I have been so informed. Let
e direct attenfion to the injustice of
aceepting those values bolus bolus. No
practical allowance whatever is made for
the class of land, because none of the
holdings has been valued block by block
or acre by acre.  The holdings are valued
on their situation. No allowance is
made for areas carrying poison or for
anything else. I have had experience
of the effect of adopting the Federal values.
Recently I acquired land a fow miles ont of
a certain town. It contains peison, but it fls
valued as high for local rating purposes as
is the land of my neighbour over the road
which has not a bush of poison on it I
bave to ineur considerable expense to fence
the land and eradicate the poison, and I
am unsble to earry sheep on it. A number
of vears will elapse before I can bring that
land into full production, but meanwhile
willy nilly T have to pay the same rates as
the man who has no poison at all on his
land. Tncreases in values up to 400 per cent.
have taken place under the Commonwealth
vnluations, and those valuations have been
adopted by some of the local bodies. I under-
stand that efforts are being made by the
Minister to compel other loeal bodies fo do
likewise. So long as the valuation is fair,
T have no objection to offer, but I have
quoted my own experience to show that it
is not fair. The Premier gave us a lot of in-
formation the other evening of the Govern-
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ment's intentions regarding the 3,000 farms
scheme. I am in agreement with the proposi-
tion, but I wish to sound a note of warning
regarding the lay out of roads in the areas
in which the farms are being established. I
hope that care will be exercised, and that
blocks will not be unnecessarily divided by
roads, whether main or developmental roads.
Some of the bloeks are being indiserimin-
ately cut up by roads not in eonformity with
the lay of the country, but because a siding
or water supply happens to be in the vicinity
the surveyor cufs a road through a sarveyed
Elock. In many instanees, the blocks were
located long ago. One man has 500 acres
of crop on a 1,000-acre block, and recently
the surveyors put a road through it from
corner to corner, which means that the holder
must ineur additional expense to fenee the
road on both sides. That sort of thing
unnecessarily hampers a settler. The sur-
veyors should be more careful when they
carry a road through a block, and shounld cer-
tainly go through on the square instead of
cutting the block into triangular shapes. Let
me now refer to that hardy annual, the
Brookton-Armadale railway. Much that T
might bave said has been eut away as a ve-
sult of the deputation that waited on the
Premier last week, but T wish to tell him
candidly that as soon as the three months
have elapsed he will be deluged with anothex
deputation much bigger than the one last
week. T hope that the Brookton-Dale rail-
way will not be left in the same position as
the Yarramony railway, the construction of
which has been held up for a number of
vears. I hope that our persistent advecacy
of the Dale railway will not result in its
ennstruction being postponed from time to
time. The through line from Brookton
to Armadale can remain in abeyance for
a time, though I believe the Government
and the Engineer-in-Chief are imbued with
the need for constructing the through
line. ¥For the moment, however, the most
important consideration is the eonstruetion
of the seetion already authorised from
Brookton to the Dale. It is time a move
was made to put that work in hand seeing
that four vears have elapsed since the
railway was authorised. The survey
has been completed, and all the neces-
sary data is available to permit of the work
heing started. I hope that provision will be
made this year for the building of the first
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section of that line. Last week I asked a
question regarding the tariff charged at the
State Hotels and I received a reply from
the Minister which was not at all satisfae-
tory, and whieh in one respect was absolutely
incorreet. ] asked the Minister what justi-
fleation there was for increasing the tariff,
and was fold that the tariff had been in-
creased to meet the increased expenses. Fur-
ther, the Minister said that private hotels
had already inereased their tariff to a similar
extent. I maintain that in the country dis-
tricts that is not so. There has been no in-
erease in the tariff of the country hotels. It
is a misuse of a monopoly for the Govern-
ment to increase the tariff of State hotels
when private institutions are providing just
as good aceommodation at a 20 per cent.
lower tariff and, so far as 1 can see, have
to bear just the same expenses. T feel it in-
cumbent upon me to deal with this matter
because the infoermation supplied to the Min-
ister was evidently incorreet. I was pleased
to hear the Premier's remarks regarding the
application of money for workers’ homes to
the country distriets. I understand that in
futore the State money will be uzed in the
country districts, angd the Federal money will
be used in the metropolitan area. That is a
step in the right direction and it is one that
will be appreciated by the country people.
Another matter to which T wish to refer con-
cerns the Minister for Railways, and that
is the earrying out of a promise made by the
Commissioner of Railways two or three
vears ago for the lighting of coun-
try railway stations. More particulatly do T
refer to the lighting of the Corrigin
railway station by electricity. The reply
given in the first case was that as soon as
the night service was established in that
centre the department would supply the
slation with electric light. The night ser-
vice has been in existence for some
fime, but despite the letters I have writien
to the Commissioner of Railways, nothing
has heen done. I hope that provision will
be made on the Estimates for the work to
he put in hand. The department should
come into line with private enterprise in
these distriets, where citizens have already
shown their faith by investing their cap-
ital. T now wish to refer to the Vermin
Aet and its incidence. I am pleagsed to
know the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay) intends to bring down a Bill
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with the idea of puiting the Aet into
shape. I do not know what provisions it
will contain, but I do know that the
squatters in the North are getting a dis-
tinet benefit at the expense of agriculiu-
rists io the south and central distriets. I
kope the Minister will see that the Aet is
amended and made more equitable to all
concerned.

The Minister for Lands:
aholished.

Mr. C. P, WANSBROUGH: Yes, it is
the most iniquitous measure on the statute-
book and savours more of class legislation
than anything else in existence. Whilst the
agricnliurists are providing the sinews of
war to enable the squatters to fight the ver-
min they have to contend with, the squat-
ters refuse to assist the farmers in combat-
ing the rabbit pest.

The Minister for Lands: The squatters
have cleared thousands of acres of country
out of their own resources.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Farmers,
too, cleared thousands of dogs out of the
country before the squatiers did anything.
We did that without asking the rest of
the community to finance us, and by doing
this work we have increased the valne of
our land and enabled the Government
through taxation to provide more money
for elearing the vermin out of the North,
We have rabbits to fight. Provided we
were allowed some reasuvnable ezemptions,
I should he satisfed with the Aect as it
iz, but we have no hope of getting such ex-
emptions until the Act iz amended. We
know the ridiculous view the departmental
officers take ns to what constitutes a ver-
min fence.

Mr. Lindsay:
that.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: 1If the de-
finition of a fenece is ridiculous, the defi-
nition of a wild dog is still more so. I
would sound a note of warning, and it is
that it will not be long before all dogs
in the eountry distriets are brounght within
the definition of a wild dog. It is the idea
of the departmental officers that any dog,
irrespective of class or breeding, that is
running at large, is a wild dog.

Mr. Lindsay: The Aet says that.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Under that
definition there will be very few kelpies or
any other kind of dog left in the acricul-
tural distriets,

It could be

Blame the House fou
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The Minister for Mines: They should
not be allowed to run wild, but should be
destroyed.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: The Act is
open to gross misuse and to the fleecing
of the department, There are dogs in the
agricultural districts that are no more
wild than lap dogs in the e¢ity, but people
can take their sealps and pelts and colleet
£2 a head on them.

Mr. Lindsay: Dogs that are running
wild should be destroyed.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Although
it is provided that the scalps shall be des-
troved under the supervision of some officer
or loeal authority, it is possible that the
department may be rooked right and left,
I agree with the remarks of the member
for Albany (Mr. A. Wansbrough) on the
anbject of the Fremantle harbour exten-
sion. We have had experts’ opinions be-
fore, and we shall have them again, but
between them all we do not know where
we are. To extend the harbour in any
direction than up the river would seem
to be a step in the wrong direction. It is
n ouestion upon which we should
have the fullest possible information,
irrespective of what it costs to get
it, before we come to any decision
upon it. T will await with interest such
information as the Minister for Works may
be able to afford. 1 hope no undue haste
will be shown in the matter, and that what-
ever is done is done in the best interests
of the State, both from the point of view
of present and future requirements, With
recard to the Main Roads Board, quite a
change has oceurred since the conference
met and dealt with the question. From the
formidable agenda that was placed before
the confercnce, one would imagine that the
Main Roads Board wonld have been out of
dxistenee hefore this, hut the chairman of
that hoard was able to satisfy the eonfer-
ence on many points, and the proceedings
terminated in an amicable fashion. I be-
lieve 1he Aet was the main cause of the
troukle. T have had no diffieulty with the
board myself. T d'ffer from the Premier in
his statement that at the country confer-
ences no regard was shown for the real
trouble, and that resolutions were passed of
a character unfriendly towards the (overn-
ment We had a conference at Beverley,
which was attended by representatives of
all the road haards in the distriet. A reso-



[22 Auveust, 1928.]

lution was earried acknowledging that the
Act was at fault. The conference held in
Perth was the outcome of the country con-
ferences. I am glad to be in a position o
refute the Premier’s statement, though I be-
lieve he made it in good faith, The trouble
is we are working under both State and
Federal legislation, nnd between tlie two we
do not know where we are. Apart from
that there has been unnecessary political in-
terference, which has placed the board in an
invidious position. I refer, of course, to
Federal political interference. Until Min-
isters of the State and Federal Governments
sinlz their political differences and come fo-
gether, and view the matter in a common-
Sense way, the administration is not likely
to improve.

The Minister for Mines: At every eonfer-
ence the Federal Minister has agreed with
the views of the loeal authorities, but when
he has returned be has found he eould not
carry out his promises

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: A better
state of affairs should be bronght about be-
tween the two factions. When dealing with
the matter in the publie press, the Premier
seemed to reflect upon the select commitiee
which was appointed by another place to
deal with the main roads question. Whilst
such references may have been all right
from the point of view of political propa-
ganda they have not got us anywhere. The
refeernces have not heen altogether correct.
T believe the select committee had only one
object in view—the framing of a good meas-
ure. Members of the committee went to
Victoria, on the Act passed in which State
our own Aect was based. Upon the informa-
tion and evidence collected by the select com-
mittee, the members of it came to a certain
decision, which 1 believe was honestly given.
Whether it was eventually proved to be the
andoing of the work of the board, T am
not prepaved to say. There is no doub
about the honesty of the intentions of the
select commiftee. I do not acree with the
idea of using those recommendations for
political propaganda at this stage. With re-
eardl to the question of education, T feel 1
must refer to the cheese paring policy of
the department in dealing with eountry
sehools. I refer particularly to the question
of shelter sheds. T understand the depart-
ment has decided that no more shelier sheds
shall be provided for country schools. That
decision is unfair to the scholars as well as
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to the teachers. It is said that sufficient ae-
comumodation is alveady provided by the ver-
andahs and the school when the weather is
wet. Ample faeilities are provided for chil-
dren and teachers in the metropolitan area,
and there seems no justification for depriv-
ing the country districts of similar faeili-
ties. If they are necessary in the metro-
politan avea, they are still more necessary
in the country. This decision of the depart-
ment is a step in the wrong direction, and
country members should voice their pro-
tests against it. The driving allowances for
country chilidren have also been withdrawa.
That is one of the greatest penalties imposed
upon any section of the community, Ours
is a policy of free edncation. Many of our
farmers do not enjoy a gross income greater
than £400 a year, and quile a number of
them are being assisted by the Industries
Assistance Board, and the cash they receive
amounts to an allowance of only 9s. & day.
It is distinetly wrong fo deprive those peo-
ple of the driving allowance. It should be
restored at once, and the compulsory radius
over which it operates should be extended
from three miles to five. If the allowance
were restored and the radius extended,
some of the schools which are now rather
close together, could be moved elsewhere. T
hope the department will make some provi-
sion to meet the requirements of new settle-
ments in a similar fashion. The edneational
faeilities that are provided must have an im-
portant bearing upon the decision of mi-
grants and others to take up new areas. If
reasonable conditions are provided for them,
they are mnch more likely to live con-
tentedly in their new surroundings.
Now I come to the Premier’s utterance on
unemployment. Tt may be remembered that
at one staze of his speech, when he was
referring to Southern Furopeans, I inter-
jected, “Who is going to do the work in
country areas?’ I repeat that question
now. Without being a champion of South-
ern Furopeans, I say without fear of con-
tradiction that men coming from the Old
Country and the average Amnstralian of to-
day will not do clearing work, That faet
has been bhrought home to us in the country
districts.

The Minister for Mines: Australians and
Britishers will not do it while the others
can be got to do it cheaper.

Mr. . P. WANSBROUGH: I speak
from personal experience. 1 have Italians
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working for me to-day. Had it not been
for the rough handling I have received from
Australians and Pritishers, that wonid not
be so. The average migrant cannot do
clearing work, and the average Australian
will not.

The Minister for Railways: Oh!

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH : I kpow what
I am speaking about. The old Australian
clearer is gone,

The Minister for Railwavs: Nonsense!

Mr, C. P, WANSBROUGH : The averaye
migrant is being spoilt by the do'e which is
given him in the South-West on the group
rettlements.

The Minister for Railways: Al the
migrants are not on the group settlements.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Italians
would have cleared the land on the groups
2t one half the cost.

The Minister for Lands: Then your
policy would be to introduce Italians, and
not Britishers at atl.

Mr. €. P. WANSBROUGH: How many
of the men to be placed on the 3,000 farms
will do their own clearing?

The Minister for Lands: Do you suggest
that we shoud disecontinue the introduction
of Britishers and introduee Ttalians?

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
will have an ovportunity to reply.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: I am sorry
if I have raised the ire of members oppo-
site, but T am speaking from praetical know-
ledge. I would sooner dispense with the
Ttalians, Alhaniars and other foreigners if
I could. However. in my distriet alone.
during this vear, from 12.000 to 15,000
acres of land are heing ecropped - which
would not have heen under crop at all hut
for the Ttalians. I will zo further, and give
my personal experienee of a cearing con-
tract. In the first place. T let it to Aus-
tralians, and in_the second nlare T let it to
Britishers—not new arrivals, but men who
had heen here for some vears. T eave the
Australians and the Britishers their own
price, and the work cost me 9s. per aerc
to clean up by Ttalians; and in addition
T was left in the Iurech. Tn bygone
vears one conld get land cleared by Aus-
tralians, but that has not been so latterly.
If this question comes before the House in
five vears’ time. mv words will he arknow-
ledeed to he true, TUn'ess we a'low Ttalians
to do the work. we shall not eet it done at
gll; we shall not et Australians to do it.
I 20 one better and say, if a sueeess is to

[ASSEMEBLY.]

be made of South-Western settlement, let
the Ttalians do the work; it will not be done
by the Britishers. I am stating facts which
the Government will bave to face in the
near future. If the Government are going
to debar Italians and other workers frowm
participating in the work whieh is avail-
able—and let me say thai the Italians do
not work cheap!y and do not live cheaply,
as I can prove by store bills—

The Minister for Lands: I do not care
ahout your store bills. I have proof in the
Agricultural Bank that the Italians do the
work at £1 per acre cheaper.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I would
sooner pay a gang of Italians 3s. or ds.
per acre more than average Australians and
Britishers, because the job would be com-
pleted, and with less trouble.

The Minister for Railways: You ought
to be ashamed to say so.
The Minister for Lands: Is that the

Country Party attitude?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH.: No.
my own view.

Mr. Thomson: Tt is not the Country Party
view.

Mr. Lindsay: No.

The Minister for Lands: It is the Country
Party view all right.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH:: Later it may
be not only the Country Party view, but the
view of the majority of men in this State,
and more particularly the Government's
view. I have not much more to say.

The Minister for Railways: You ought not
to, after making such statements.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: I have btroad
shoulders, and ean bear it all. It is pleasing
to see in the Governor's Speech a reference
to the redistribution of seats. 1 am anxjounsly
awaiting the introduction of the measure,
which in my opinion is long overdue.

Mr. Sleeman : Soor you will have ounly
Italians in your elecforate.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: In that case
it will be onc of the hest developed districts
in the State. The Government will have
my support if the Redistribution of Seats
Bill is on an equitable basis; that is to say,
on the basis of community of interests rather
than the basis of population, In conclusion,
I wish to refer to the disposal of the Drum-
clyer Estate in the Beverley district, and I
claim the attention of the Minister for Lands.
The Drumelyer Estate was sold recently by
private treaty. I wish to know what was the

It is
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neeessity for disposing of it by that method.
I wish to be candid, and therefore I state
that the Minister some time ago offered me
the privilege of perusing the file dealing with
the matter. However, owing to circum-
stances, I did not avail myself of the offer,
Still, I wish to protest against the disposal
of a property of such value and quality
without public tenders being called. It was
handed over to the department previously at
a considerable loss to the State. First of all,
it was purchased from Mr. Butcher. There-
upon it was disposed of to a returned soldier,
at a loss to the State. Now it has been sold
by privaie treaty to ouiside persons. Has
any further loss resulted to the State from
the last transaction? The estate is a fine
one, lying close to the town of Beverley, with
railway facilities right at the door, and
possessing a river fromtage. In fact, it is
one of the most up-to-date properties in the
Beverley district, Now it hag reverted to
private enterprise. Five years ago a re-
turned soldier desired to sell the property,
and did arrange to sell it, but had to retract
hecanse repatriation eonditions forkid such
a sale except after the lapse of five years.
The soldier could have sold the estate at a
profit to himself, and with satisfaction te
the purchaser; but he was not allowed to
do so. In the conrse of the five-years term
he has put up a large debit, and I do not
doubt in the least that the Soldier Settlement
Board were glad to get rid of him. How-
ever, I should like to know just what were
the terms and conditions under which the
property was last sold. At a later stage I
shall probably move that the papers be laid
on the Table. As I said in opening, I trust
the coming year will be a bumper cne, Cer-
tainly, at the present moment the price of
our chief commadity, wheat, is not glowing.
The position is not at all cheering to the
wheat grower when the value of siding wheat
throughout Western Australia rules at about
3s. 10d. I believe, however, that much of the
discussion which has been proceeding in the
Press reeently on this subjeet is merely
propaganda, directed more partlcularly
against the wheat pool.

Mr. Sleeman: You want to rake that up
again, do you?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: No. I be-
lieve in letting sleeping dogs le. I hold
that ultimately the co-operative method of
handling our wheat through the pool will be
the means of considerably raising the value
of that product. The immediate outlook,
however, is not hopeful. I trust that before
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the season matures a Letter average price
will rule for wheat.

MR. J. MacCALLUM SMITH (North
Perth) [5.23]: I desire to make a few re-
marks on several matters referred to in His
Excellency’s Speech, and also on some im-
portant ifems not mentioned therein. Most
members who have spoken have dealt fully
with the matters that are mentioned in the
Speech, and so I shall make my remarks
brief. In listening to the Governor's Speech,
one would naturally come to the conecinsion
that everything in Western Australia is
highly satisfactory; but there is no getting
away from the fact that there is a fly in
the ointment. e are faced with a serious
unemployment problem. While this trouble
is seasonal, I think T am right in saying
that on the present occasion the unemploy-
ment guestion is more sertouy than ever-it
has been in Western Australia before.

Mr. Wilson: Too many have come from
Italy.

Mr. Thomson: That is nonsense,

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: Unless
some steps are taken to remedy the trouble,
unemployment will inerease to a consider-
able extent.

The Minister for Lands: Did you hear
what the last speaker said?

Mr, J. MacCallum SMITH: I did. He
spoke for himself, and I have my own
opinions with regard to what he said. .

The Minister for Lands: 1 hope your
opinions are not similar.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: The ex-
planation given by the Premier as to our
nnemployment trouble to my mind is eor-
rect. Undoubtedly Western Australin has
been attracting considerable numbers of
Eastern States unemployed. Naturally, they
have come here expecting to find plenty of
work. Their numbers have been augmented
by numerous migrants, who have come out
also seeking work. On lop of that, many
group settlers have been thrown on the em-
ployment market. So that to-day we have
a considerable number of people walking
the streets of Perth, looking for work and
not able to find it, There are many cases
of hardship. Within my own knowledge
are cases of marrird men with families
going for considerable periods without a
meal. It would be a great refiection on
this country and its Government if somwe-
thing were not done to remedy the position.
Whilst I admit that the Government have
taken certain steps to meet the sitmation,
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aofortunately those steps will not, I think,
settle the trouble permanently. [ have said
that the problem is seasonal. That is gener-
aliy admitted. Therefore we should pre-
pare for these periods of depression instead
of waiting until they are right on top of
us and then taking panic steps to remedy
the evil. We should realise that every year
we are bound to have an unemployment pro-
blem, and we should prepare to meet it.
Instead of spending money on fantastie
projects, lending funds to road boeards, muni-
cipalities and the City Council fo be spent
very often in ornamental works, the Gov-
ernment would do far better to assist in
starting reproductive works, which would
eventually become self-supporting. I have
in mind that the Government might have
gtarted the South Swan railway, which T
think everybody admits must be constructed.
Every year it is becoming more necessary.
I had hoped the Government would have
taken that railway o bhand, for it would
provide work for a large mumber of unem-
ployed. The South Swan railway must be
built and, onge builf, it wil} save the coun-
try a considerable sum of money in the
economical handling of the wheat harvest
and in many other ways.

Mr. Brown: The Brookton railway will
relieve that.

Mr. J. MacCellum SMITH: There are
other places besides Brookton. Tf is a pity
the Government have not taken the South
Swan raillway in hand and set about its
construetion. Another reason for the drift
to ‘the city is that in country towns livieg
accommodation is s0 scanty. We find men
wasting time and energy and money in walk-
ing, in some instances, hundreds of miles (o
the city to look for work. Of course, on
arrival they swell the pumbers of the un-
employed in the city. A good deal might
be done to stop this drift to the city if there
were more homes in country towns. I was
pleased to hear the Premier say the Workers’
Homes Board were to be provided with
funds with which to erect homes in country
towns. That is a step in the right direction,
for once there is suitable aecommodation for
families in the eountry, there will he more
inducement for the men to remain there in-
stead of tramping hundreds of miles to
Perth to look for work. The nnemployment
question is the most important we have to
face at the present time. It is growing at
a fremendous rate, and whilst we are able
to find temporary work for all this army
of men, yet they will be unemployed again
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as soon as that temporary work is finishea,
and so we shall be faced once more with the
problem, which will be greater then than
it is to-day. We ought te do our very best
to permanently settle those men on the land,
50 that they will not again become mem-

bers of the unemployed. In regard
to wmy own eclectorate, North Perth,
there is no immediate c¢all for a rail-
way or a tramlinee. We have suaffi-

cient tram tracks, but unfortunately we
have insufficient tram ears. Fvervone whe
sees the trams coming in to the city in the
morning, going out again at lupch time, and
going out again in the evening, must realize
that the department has not risen to the ocea-
sion, has not provided sufficient trams for
carrying all the people who have oceasion fo
use that means of transportation. It is a
disgrace to the Tramway Department that
nothing like sufficient cars are provided.

The Minister for Railways: It is all right
at luneh time, surely. I go home every day.

Me. J. MacCallum SMITH: If there is
any diminution of the trouble during the
lunch time traffic, it is beeause the people
ure so disgusted with the tram service that
they prefer to have luncheon in town.

The Minister for Railways: If the hon.
member will come with me at lunch time to-
morrow, he will find the trams are not 70 per
cent. filled. I go home to luncheon every
day.

Mr. Mann: Is it the same in the morning?

The Minister for Railways: I am not talk-
ing about the morning traffic,

Mr, J, MacCallum SMITH: During the
busy hours the trams are packed in a way
that would not be tolerated in any other
cominunity.

The Minister for Railways: It is not a
question of toleration; it is the general prae-
tice throughout the worid.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: Can the Min-
ister tell me how many new cars have been
constructed for the tramway service during
the past year? 3

The Minister for Railways: Twelve bogie
cars. .

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: They have
not been put into the service yet.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, they have.

Mr. J. MacCalluin SMITH: Well, then,
they have taken the place of all the derelict
tramcars to be seen along the river down
near the car harn. The Tramway Depart-
mené has nof risen fo the occasion at ail
To-day one ean see almost as many people
walking home as are using the trams. It is
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no wonder that the metor buses are cutting
the ground from under the feet of the Rail-
way Department. The buses to Fremantle
and Cottesloe and Claremont are being well
patronised, whereas the railways and tram-
ways are neglected, and have to be con-
tented with reduced business. The Railway
Department seems to be the only depariment
in the State that does not realise that the
population is increasing. That department
is making no increased provision whatever.
Take the sleeping accommodation on the
express between Perth and Kalgoorlie. 1t is
over a quarter of a century since any im-
provement has been made in the sleeping
cars. We have had the same old type of
coach for the last 30 years.

Mr. Kennedy: That is not eorrect.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: T have fre-
quently travelled up and down that line, hut
T have never seen a new eoach on it.

Mr. Kennedy: There are new coaches.

Mr., J, MacCallum SMITH: Are they
equal to the new eoaches construeted for the
Midland Railway Company?

Mr. Eennedy: No, T will not say they are.

The Minister for Railways: We are build-
ing new coaches.

Me. JJ. MaeCallom SMITH : We have been
told that for the last three years.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
you supported did not build one.

Mr, J. MaeCallum SMITH: The present
Government and past Governments alike
have entirely neglected the Railway Depart-
ment. Proper up-to-date sleeping accommo-
dation should be provided on the Kalgoorlie
express.

The Minister for Railways: We are doing
it.
Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: You told ns
that last year and the year before, and the
year before that again. Yon have been busy
building sleeping coaches for the Midland
Railway Co. That company is to be con-
gratulated on their enterprise in providing
those new conches,

The Minister for Railways: We shall be
putting five new coaches on the Kalgoorlie
line within the next two months, and shortly
afterwards five more new coaches.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: I hope it
will come true. Tt is a bad advertisement
for the State that visitors coming off the fine
Trans-Australian train should have to step
into the old-fashioned, cramped compart-
ments provided for the run between Kal-
goorlie and Perth. What the member for
Murchison (Mr, Marshall) said the other day
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abont the Muarchison railway is only too true.
The service on that line is a disgrace to the
department. The coaches are dirty, even
filthy, and there is no decent travelling
accommodation at all.

Hon. G. Taylor: Where is that%

Mr. 4. MacCallum SMITH:
‘Wongan Hillg line.

Mr. Kennedy: That is not correct. I come
down that line every Monday.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: The coaches
are quite dirty.

Mr. Kennedy: They are not.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: And there
is no water in the water bags, and no
tumblers even if there was any water. In
many other ways the service is far behind
the times. The department is simply cod-
dling the man in the ecity, who gets every
acecommodation on  metropolitan-suburban
trains, but the man in the back country has
to look after himself. What the member for
Murchison said the other day regarding that
northern service is absolutely true. Again,
the Railway Department does not seem to
look after traffic, does not go ouf and seek
to bring business to the service,

The Minister for Railways: Our revenue
is increasing tremendously.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: Al that
the depariment aims at is to earn enough to
pay interest, and stop at that.

The Minister for Railways: Wonld yom
like us to make big profits unvecessarily?

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: The Rail-
way Department should realise that it .is
there for public convenience. There are
many ways in which the department shonld
serve the public. For instance, the depart-
ment negleets the firewood industry. Motor
trucks run out 30 miles into the bush and
bring firewood into the city, thus beating the
railways.

Mr. Lindsay: And cutting the roads to
pieces.

Mr. J. MaceCallum SMITH: That is so.
Surcly the Railway DNepartment could ecom-
pete with motor trucks in earrying firewood
to {he eity.

Mr. A. Wanshrough: Firewood is carried
on the railwavs at 1d. per ton per mile,

Mr. J. MacCa'lum SMITH: That can he
reduced, for the railways are carrying
superphos) hates at a farthing per ton per
mile,

The Minister for Railways: And losing
£150,000 per annum In so doing.

Mr, J. MacCalium SMITH: It seems to
me inconceivable that motor trucks can com-

On the
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pete with the Railway Department in carry-
irig firewood to the city.

The Minister for Mines: By the motor
truek, about three handlings are saved.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH : Then there is

another younr industry, the carrying of
granite from the hills into the city. The
Railway Department, fast asleep, is losing
all that traffic.
. The Minister for Railways: In the carry-
ing of stene by the railways there are about
three extra handlings, whereas the mofor
trucks get it direet from the quarries.

Mr. J. MaeCa'lum SMITH: But the de-
partment has a large number of trucks
running empty; surely they eould be used
Tor the purpose,

. The Minister for Rai'ways: Would that
compensate three additional handlings?

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: I hope the
Minister will see whether something cannot
be done to foster that traffic.

The Minister for Railways: We have in
the service a highly competent and highly
paid official who looks after that sort of
thing. T have every confidenee in him.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: T am pleased
the Minister for Health is in his seat, for
I wish to refer to an important matter that
concerns his department. That is the pro-
posed removal of the sanitary site at M.
Lawley. For many vears past has that de-
posit been an eyvesore in that suburb.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are not going to
remove it, are they?

Mr. J. MacCalluom SMITH: They are
talking of removing it half a mile, and of

putting it on a Government reserve. It
ought to be removed from the loeality alto-
gether.

" The Minister for Health: Where fo?

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: 1t is the
concern of the City Council. It is their
depot. It is the garbage removed by the
City Council, and they are deposiling it on
a Government reserve within the territory
of the Perth Road Board. The City Couneil
have thousands of acres of their own land
on the seaboard between here and City
Beaeh, where they shonld he asked fo find
a suitable site.

The Minister for Health: So long as thev
shift it from Mi. Lawlev. they can dump it
into anybody else’s backyard.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: We have
had it for 30 years now. Why should it he
continued at Mt. Yawley?
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The Minister for Health: I agree that
it is an eyesore where it is and will have to
be removed.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: But surely
you will remore it further than half-a-mile?

The Minister for Health: No resident at
Mt. Lawley will ever see it or know that it
is there. It will be on a reserve, and no-
body will be able to build any closer to it
than are the existing buildings.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: But the wind
will blow the odours back, and the fiies will
be as troublesome as ever. The Minister
will be very foolish if he gives his consent
to have the site moved away only half a
mile. If it is to he shifted, why not remove
it where it will not be a menace to health?

The Minister for Health: If you can get
the prineipal health officer to say that it is
a menace to health, it will be removed to-
morrow. The officers go out frequently to
inspect it and have nothing to say against
it on the score of health, Therefore, I will
not take your word as a layman against
theirs.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: We permit
bad odours to come from the river.

The Minister for Health: Who told you
that?

Mr. J. MacCallom SMITH: Every year
ilie department say it.

The Minister for Health: The department
have never said that there was no smell from
alg.

Mr. J. MaeCallum SMITH: In any case,
we are not discussing alg®; we are dis-
cussine the sanitary site at North Perth
which. I contend, should be removed from its
present position, not one mile but five or ten
miles farther away.

The Minister for Health: Your place is
sewered ¥

Mr, J. MacCallum SMITH: Yes.

The Minister for Health: And for those
people whose premises are not sewered, vou
would make the position prohibitive and im-
possible. They could never pay the charges
if the site were removed the distance vou
suggest,

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: Tt conld he
removed a few miles out. Why spoil that
heautiful loeality by removing it a distanee
of only half a mile?

The Minister for Health:
will not he spoill.

Mr. J. MacCallnum SMITH: T have entered
my protest and I hope the Minister will
look into the matter and not grant the City
Couneil the right to ereate another eyesore

The locality
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in North Perth by removing the site half
a mile away. In connection with municipal
matters, I hope the Government will intro-
ruce a town plapning Bill that will give
power to the anthorities not only to sug-
gest alterations, but to carry them out.
Those of us who were there 20 or 30 years
ago know that if there had been such legis-
lation in existenec at that time, the outlay
of the city would be very different from
what we find to-day. There would not be
any narrow streets like Hay-street. Now is
the time, even though it be late, to introduce
a town planning Bill to permit of the carry-
ing out of alterations and improvements
that may be suggested by the Town Plan-
inng Commission.

Mr. Teesdale: Go for your life; there is
no Minister yet for town planning.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
ment have found the money for the commis-
sion to carry out investigations.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: An Import-
ant matter is the question of the removal of
the railway station from the centre of the
city, Most people are agreed that that
should be done, and done qnickly. There is
no other e¢ity in the world that is bisected
by a railway, and especially a railwav that
carries all the traffic from the country to
the port. T¢ is time, and in fact the fime ia
long overdue, for the removal of the eentral
station to permit of the proper expansion
of the eity. It would be a fine centenary
move if the Government anoounced that it
was their intention to remove the railway
station and remodel that part of the ecity.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would not cost much.

The Minister for Railways: A million and
a half. .

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH : If the Govern-
ment went about it in a businesslike way
it could show a profit of & million and a
balf on the removal of the station. I wonld
like to have the handling of it.

The Minister for Railways: If you can
handle it, and you ean make money ont of
it, you can take it on to-merrow.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: All right. [
am glad to see that it is intended to bring
in legislation to provide for the registration
of lapd agents. That is very necessary, and
T hope that the Bill will include a provision
to deal with the methods adopted by some
agents whereby they are able to take down
people throughont the country. It is a
seandal to find that so many people have
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been deprived of their hard-earned money
by unscrupulous land agents who are infest-
ing the State at the present time,

Hon. G. Taylor: You want to cateh the
go-getters.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: We should
try, though we might have a job to do se.

The Minister for Railways: We shall be
dealing with them in a fortnight, and we
hope to receive the hon. member's support.

Mz, J. MacCallum SMITH: You will get
it. I may guote an instance. Some of these
go-getters honght land to the north of Perth.

Mr. Mann: Half way out to Wanneroo.

Me. J. MaeCallum SMITH: They bought
this land for about £230, and two or three
wonths later they had sold it or portion of
it for over £8,000. In order to effect sales,
they committed deliberate fraud by taking
people out to Mt. Lawley and saying, “There
you are; there ia the land. look at it and
all the buildings; now is your chance to buy
before it is too late.” After the unfortunate
people had signed the contracts, they found
that the land was miles further out than they
had been led to believe, That sort of thing
should not be allowed to take place in West-
ern Australia. Unfortunately, it lias been
going on for a considerable time, and 1 am
pleased that the Government realise the seri-
ousness of it. While on this subjeet, the
Government might also give a liitle atien-
tion to White City. We have not heard
much about that eyesore iately, but it is
still there, and if the Government have no
wish to see it eontinued, they should wipe
it out.

Mr. Withers: Would you like them to
shift it to North Perth?

Mr. J, Ma¢Callum SMITH: T would shift
the sanitary site to White City. I would
like to mention that very little attention has
been paid fo the report made by the Com-
missioner of Titles on the condition of the
Titles Office.

Mr. Thomson: It is simply shocking.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH: Tt is really a
dreadful state of affairs. As far back as
1926 the Commissioner wrote that he felt
it his duty to stress the need for better ac-
commodation being provided owing to the
inadequate space savailable for the publie,
and the inconvenience to the officers, who
were hampered in carrying out their duties.
He went on to point out that the strong-
room did not possess that quality of abso-
lute security which was so essential for the
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preservation of the doeuments contained in
ibe building. 1 am sorry to say that noth-
ing has been done in spite of the serionsness
of the matter, 1 leave it to the Minister to
imagine what state of affairs would exist if
there happened to be a fire there.

The Minister for Railways: Uur idea is
to provide accommodation for the Titles
Office in the savings bank building it is pro-
posed to erect. That has been on the tapis
for the last 12 inonths.

My, J. MaeCallmn SMITH : Too many of
these things have been on the tapis for a
long time, Let us get the work under way.
Moieover, we would thus be providing work
for the unemployed. Talking about altera-
tions or improvements to Government build-
ings reminds e of the need for providing
additional aceommodation at Cave House.
There we have a profit-earning concern, and
yet nothing is done to add that extra accom-
modation that is so badly required. A sum
of £2,000 or £3,000 would put the establish-
ment in good order, but for some reason or
other the Minister controlling that depart-
ment announced the other day that no more
money would be spent there. That is a fool-
ish attitude to adopt.

The Minister for Railways: You said a
little while ago that you desired to see every
penny spent on reproductive works.

Mr. J. MacCallnm SMITH: This is a re-
productive work. It is showing a prolit,
and a fine profit toa. The public are paying
for it. Many people go there, and if they
were afforded proper accommodation, many
more would go there.

The Minister for Railways: T would
rather build railway rolling stock than
spend money down there.

Mr. J. MaeCalium SMITH: Has the Min-
ister been to Yallingup to see the position
for himself

The Minister for Railways=: T was there at
Easter.

Mr. T. MacCallum SMITH: Did it not
strike the Minister that something should be
done?

The Minister for Railways: It struck me
more foreibly that more rolling stock was
renuired to convey produce to the Fremantle
wharves,

Mr. J. MacCallom SMITH: And nct
even that is provided. There is an-
other matter to which T wish fo re-
fer, and 1 am sorry the Premier is
not here, bhecanse he drew my attenticn
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to it when, a little while ago, he bought a
farming property and was very much sur-
prised to tind that he had to pay over £50
as stamp duty on the transfer of the farn.
It is a very serious matter—the high stamp
duties impo=ed in Western Australia, The
charge is £1 per eent, on all transfers and
it is having a detrimental effect on business,
I would like to give the Minister who is
representing the Premier just now, an in-
stance of how the Government are losing
revenue on account of the high stamp duties,
In connection with the institution with which
T am associated, within the past 12 months,
on account of the high stamp duties, no less
than about 50 per cent, of the shareholders
registered in Western Australia have trans-
ferred to the Sydney register in order to
escape the payment of the Western Aus-
tralian duty. That meant a Joss to the Gov-
ernment in one year of no less than £10,000,
and it is an ever-recurring loss. As
it has come home to the Premier that
he had to pav excessive stamp duoty
when he purchased the farming pro-
perty, I hope he will look into the matter
and see whether it is pessible to bring the
position into line with that existing in the
other States, In some of the States there
is no stamp duty at all. Tn others it is
perhaps 2s. 6d. per £100, in one it is 3s.,
and in another 7s. 6d. Western Australia
charges £1 per £100. We are just driving
capital out of the State. I support the
mation for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply. .

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [6.0]:
T bhave little to add to the debate and would
probably have saved the time of the House
had it not been for the very unfair eriticism
levelled at the Wyndham Meat Works hy
the member for Perth (Mr. Mann). I fail
to see why that hon. member should be so
eager to criticise an institution respecting
which he has demonstrated by his own state-
ment, he knows nothing. I ean draw one
of two conclusions from his remarks:
Either his information was supplied by an
extremely biassed individval, or the hon.
member's sense of deteetion has failed him
in his old age. Had the hon, member desired
to be fair to the management of the Wynd-
ham Meat Works, he would have admitted
when speaking, that the works are corapet-
ing with freezing works in the Fastern
States, but have heen responsible for sup-
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plying beef at more reasonahble and cheaper
rates than the works in the Eastern States.

Mr. Mann: My complaint was that the
management put in one price and after they
had obtained orders, bad increased the price.

Mr. COVERLEY : The hon. member did
not even state the facts truthfully.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. COVERLEY: It would have been
much fairer had the hon. member quoted
correct statements. I admit that in all pro-
bability he was misled. I do not think he
would desire to mislead the House wilfunlly.
Had ke adopted that course, his appeal to
the Premier might have been listened to with
greater appreciation. He asked the Premier
to accept his statement not as eriticism but
as a genuine complaint. 1o my opinion the
hon. member was not genunine in his critie-
ism,

Mr. Mann: We have it in evidence, so it
is right.

Mr. COVERLEY: The hon. member mis-
quoted the prices. He said that the price
of crops had increased from 2%d. to 3%d,,
while the price of hindquarters had in-
creased from 35d. to 4%d. per lb. The
facts are that the price of crops inereased
from 234d. to 3d4. and the price of hind-
quarters from 354d. to 4d. per lb. That
will satisfy hon. members that there was
very liftle need for the .grievance aired by
the member for Perth.

Mr. Mann: We are guite satisfied with the
evidenee,

Mr. COVERLEY: When we realise that
the Wyndham Meat Works have been able
to undersell the Eastern States freezing
works, and that they were recently suc-
eessful in obtaining eontraects from the Coin-
monwealth Government, we must agree that
that is evidence the works are supplying
hest quality produets at the lowest price in
Australia. That is what the hon. member
has seen fit to regard as profiteering!

Mr. Mann: So it is, when we are asked
to pay more in Perth than is paid elsewhere,

Mr. Lufey: You are doing that every day.

The Minister for Lands: You pay more
for toothpicks here.

Mr. COVERLEY : The member for Perth
should be fair in his criticism and give credit
where it is due. He did not do that. Let
me tell that hon. member one or two of
the virtues of the Wyndham Meat Works.
The increased price obtained—the profiteer-
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ing that he referred to—is returned to Lhe
producer and is not placed to the credit of
the Wyndbam Meat Works.

Mr. Mann: But it has to be paid by the
consumer,

Mr. COVERLEY : If the manager of the
Wyndham Meat Works did not take ad-
vautage of the inereased prices, I could un-
derstand the hon. member’s criticism. He
knows the position of the cattle industry in
the North during the past eight or nine
years,

Mr. Mann: Baut that does not say one
price should be put in and that it should
be increased after the works secured the
order.

Mr. COVERLEY: The hon. wember disl
the same thing with salt quite reeently. The
policy of the Wyndham Meat Works is to
assist in every way possible, the cattle grow-
ers of the North. It has fostered develop-
ment there in more ways than one., Not
only do the works provide a market that
assists the pastoralists in the North, but
the management have been able to assist
pastoralisis finaneially to help them to re-
deem mortgages. Then again a stud herd
has been established at Wyndham, and it
is certainly of benelit to the pastoralists
that they should be able to secure blood
stock at reasonable terms over six years,
at advantageous rates of interest. I am
not well satisfied with the advantage that
i:as been taken of that by the pastoralists
themselves. In the majority of instances,
while the pastoralists have been willing to
avail themselves of the financial assistance,
they have noft rushed the opportunity to
purchase stud bulls, Of the 76 stud bulls
brought by the Wyndham Ment Works
from Queensland, 39 only have been sold,
thus leaving nearly 50 per cent. on the
hands of the management.

Hon. W. J. George: Was there not con-
siderable mortality among the bulls?

Mr. COVERLEY: No. One or two were
destroved by alligators, but no one could
cavil at that. The apathy of the pastor-
alists and the unfair criticism suech as that
indulged in by the member for Perth-—of
course, it was due to his ignorance—are
not calealated to encourage the manager,
who is an exiraordinarily capable man, to
vetain his position ai the meat works, I
wonld advise the memher for Perth not to
make use of the second-hand statements in
this Chamber in future.
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My, Mann: But that is the statement
recorded in an official document.

Mr. COVERLEY: Not what yon said.

Mr. Mapn: Yes, it is.

My, COVERLEY: 1 have shown that
the hon. member was wrong in his prices
to the extent of 34d. per lb.

Mr, Mann: I have the evidence here.

Mr. COVERLEY: I wish to assure the
hon. member that if he were to make in-
yuiries at the office of the Wyndhaw Meat
Works in Perth he would find the staff
obliging and courteons. They would be
willing to assist him in this, or in any
other matter regarding Wyndham, about
which be may be in a haze,

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [6.8]: I
desire to say a great deal on the Address-
ir-reply, not in respect of what appears in
the Governor’s Speeeh, bnt rather on what
is left out of it. During last session and
ihe session before, members on the Opposi-

.tion side of the House, with perhaps
one or two exceptions, eommended every
ection taken by the Government. While 1
may not be suecessful, I shall endeavour
to prove to the House and to the people
throughout the State that the position of
Western Anstralia at present is not too
satisfactory. If T have to say nasty things
during the course of my remarks, I want
Ministers to accept my assuranee that—

Hon. G. Taylor: You will say them in
a nice way.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes: I ask them
to aceept what I may say in the spirit in
which 1 make the statements. Dealing
first of all with the timber industry and
its effect upon the South-West, I do not
say that the Government are to blame for
the condition of that industry af present.
(m the other hand, I contend they are to
blame for not introducing legislation to
rrevent the state of chaos that exists in
the industry to-day. Tt is the function of
the Government to sce that the standard
of living in Western Australia iy maintained,
and to see that wages are not cut down. Men
who have worked in the industry for many
vears are now being serapped in favour of
Southern Europeans, jpeluding Jugo-Slavs,
who work on a community basis for less
than half the wages preseribed by the Arbi-
tration Court.

Mr. Wilson: Can you prove thatf
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 will go further
end do wy best to prove my statements.
I shall ask the Government to appoint a
seleet committee, upon which I shall be
prepered to work. I hope that if the
select ecommittee is appointed, it will not
be done as in the past, when Royal Com-
missions or select committees have been
chosen. I trust that men who take an in-
lerest in the subject will be appointed, and
that the House will be given an opportn-
nity to make the selection, not the party
Jeaders.

The Minister for Railways: You are re-
flecting upon the House when you make
such statements regarding the appointment
ot select committees.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They are appointed
by the leaders of the parties, not by mem-
bers generally.

The Minister for Railways:
one has a vote.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The Minister for Railways: Mr, Speaker,
has not the hon. member reflected upon the
House in the eourse of his statements?

Mr SPEAKER: Anything reflecting
upon a decision of the House is a reflection
upon the House.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: With all due re-
spect, I say that if hon. members choose
to be honest with themselves, they will ad-
mit that when théy are asked to appoint
a select committee, they are notified by the
rarty whips that they must vote for so
and so. That is what happens when we
appoint a Royal Commission or a select
committee,

Mr. MacCallum Smith: We are not told
that we must do so.

The Minister for Railways: You have
the opportunity to deal with that younrself,

Mr. Teesdale: At any rate the hon.
member is outspoken.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is time an end
was put to that sort of thing. It is time
that the House decided such things and
selected the men best fitted to make the
Iecessary inquiries, irrespective of what
the leaders of the different parties might
have dceided when they issued their instrue-
tions.

The Minister for Railways: If that is
the position, you ecan take aeton in your
own party.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister knows
that what I say is correct.

No, every-
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The Minister for Railways: You have
an opportunity to alter that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: However, I wish to
daeal with the timber industry. It is de-
plorable that our men who bhave been
licensed to cut timber on Crown lands,
have been squeezed out by the foreigners,
and the only means by which I think the
position can be properly dealt with is by
‘ie appointment of a select committee,

Mr. A, Wansbrough:  Are those for-
eigners cutting on Crown lands?

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Yes. Unfortunately
Toreigners nof naturalised are cuiting on
Crown lands to-day. That is a straight-ont
statement and 1 am prepared to prove it.
They are drifting in every day. There
was a case proved at Bunbury the other day.

The Minister for Lands: But that man
was found guilty of using another man’s
license.

M. J. H. SMITH: Anyone who investi-
gates the licenses issued since 1918 will ap-
preciate the position. There are many who
can bear out my statement.

Sitting svspended from 6.15 to 7.30p.m

~ Mr. J. H. SMITH: I was dealing with
the timber industry and speaking of the
under-cutting that is going on and of the
unnaturalised subjects who had licenses to
cut. The Minister asked whether I could
prove my statement and I think I did so
to his safisfaction. What T am chiefly eon-
cerned about is to see whether it is not pos-
sible by united effort to put the timber in-
dustry on a beiter footing than it pccupies
to-day. Regarding the Southern Europeans,
I wish to say that we in Australia are not
afraid of them, given equal conditions and
provided they do not live below our stand-
ard or work for rates lower than the court
has awarded. They find themselves in a
stranze country, and I suppose they are
compelled to do certain things through force
of circumstances. They have to do them ov
starve. I am concerned about the unsern-
pulous individnals who are utilising for-
eign labour. Let me hark back three or
four vears to the time when the industry
was booming and when the high price of
£10 15s. at ship’s slings, Bunbury, was ob-
tainable. The member for Murray-Welling-
ton can correct me if T am wrong. Thons-
ands of loads were put on bhoard ship at
prices of £10 10s., £10 55, and £10, and
evervbody was dipping into the industry.
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Apart from the old recognised firms, individ-
uals from all over the place started to dip
into the industry. Men without capital were
tending principally to the Sounth African
Government and were getfing orders. Al-
though the union rate for the cutter was
£2 8s. 9d., the rates paid ranged from £3
to £3 10s. The men who owned private
timber were getting £1, 253, and, in one
instance I know of, 30s. per load for royalty.
Such prices could not last. Gradually they
receded, and the next tender was let for

£8 a load. Meanwhile, the compsanies
and others were cutting for stock.
Thousands of loads of sleepers were

cut for stock and in anticipation of
furthier ovders being received from over-
seay. One firm sent its mapager away
and booked up the whole of the orders ob-
tainable, with the result that many people
who had cut for stock had to sell at the
best prices they could get. The position
grew worse and worse. The Government
must know that these things have been going
on and they should have brought in legis-
lation to meet the position. The ditficulties
have been continuing, not for a few months,
but for many months. I know that sleepers
are being put on the trucks to-day for little
more than the union raie for cutting. I
repeat that given equal conditions we are
not afraid of the foreigner. Our old eut-
ters, however, who have been in the in-
dustry hewing, have heen forced out and are
walking about the streets of Perth or wait-
ing in the country distriets in expectation
of brighter days in the industry, but the
brighter days will never come while un-
scrupulous people are free to exploit the
foreigner and are ahle to put sleepers on
trucks at £3 105 per load. Bixteen married
men of Bridgetown, who ave out of worlk,
approached me and I asked the timber com-
panies, from the largest to the smallest, to
give me an order of some description for
them. I approached the Conservator of
Forests, who met me very fairly. There
were Crown lands available at Bridgetown
and the Conservator offered to throw the
bush open under 2 marking system such
as T have always advocated. We worked
the costs out. The bush was in close prox-
imity to the railway and a minimum royalty
of 7s. 6d. was asked, whereas up to £1 is
being paid for sleepers that are beihg put
on the trucks at £3 10s, a load. ¥et the
cheapest that we could put sleepers on the
trucks, allowing' for award rates of pay.
was £4 per load, and that did not include
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anything for insurance. The men wonld
have had to fake the risk, and the carter
was getting only 125, a load for cariing threc
to five miles. Tbe industry is in a deplor-
able condition and there is something about
it that is impossible to fathom. That is
why 1 said I would be pleased if the Govern-
ment would appoint a committee of inquiry
te determine whether the industry cannot
he put on a better footing. If we cannot
provide decent conditions for the men em-
ployed in the industry, it would be better
to leave the timber where it stands in the
bush.

Hon. W. J. George: Who are the people
that gave the ent priece of £3 10s.9 I do
not want to know the names, but tell me
who they were.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : I could give the names
if that would do sny good.

Hon. W. J. George: Were they Austra-
lieas or foreiguers?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They were Austra-
lians. I wish to go further and say that
since this foreign element has entered the
industry, there has sprung up a sort of
community and the shrewd head or the man
of better education or knowledge of loeal
eonditions has been sub-contraeting. I be-
lieve there has even been sub-contracting
helow the price of £3 105, There are
cutters galore at work, Southern Europeans,
that cannot speak a word of English. I
know one who drives sbout Perth in a big
Chrysler car.

Hon. (. Taylor: He must be in the Lab-
our Party.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I do not know whether
he is a farmer or not. It is said to be a
fact that that man owes cuiters and store-
keepers the sum of £1,000. That sort of
thing should not be allowed to continue.

Mr. Clydesdale: How can youm stop it

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not by sitting here
and doing nothing, but by pgetting
down to hard graft. The milling part of
the industry is alzo in diffienlties. Members
may have rend that Millars recently ap-
proached the Arbitration Court with a re-
quest for an amendment of the award to
enable them to engage men for only a eer-
tain number of hours per week. T am glad
to say that that does not affeect my distriet.
The State mills ean eontinue on full time
for another two or three months, but in
three instances in my district, mills that
were cutting jarrah only have had to close
down. Unfortunately, too, the Jardee mill is
ont of commission owing to & hreak-
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down, and it may be out of commission
for a copsiderable time. The result is that
a lot of men who have been engaged in the
industry for years are out of work. I do
not think better men can be found any-
where because they are real hard workers,
and 1 am referring to mill bands as well as
to bushmen. To relieve unemployment I
understand the Premier has consented to
put in hand the elearing of the railway route
between Pemberion and Northeliffe. The
railway bas been promised long enough and
if it 15 not soon built, the Northeliffe group
settlements will have to close up. Let me
impress upon the Government, while that
Toute is being cleared, the advisableness of
cutting sleepers for the railway along the
route.

Hon. W. J. George:
timber ?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, there is any
quantity of jarrah amongst the karri. I
ask the Government to go that far, There
is one gang of 30 men just off the Denmark-
Frankland River line who are out of em-
ployment. They are all licensed cutters and
all Britishers except one. As to that ome I
cannot say whether he is naturalised. If the
Premier agreed to my proposal, work would
be provided for other men in the distriet af
side falling, ete. To-night 1 had a eonversa-
tion with the Honorary Minister (Hon. W.
H. Kitson) who is in charge of the Labour
Bureaun. I have to meet him on a deputation
to-morrow with representatives of the tim-
her workers, so perhaps I had better not say
anything further on the subject to-night, If
the Government could see their way to ap-
prove of the appointment of a select com-
mittee to inquire into the timber industry, it
would do an immense amount of good. At
all events it would not do any harm.

The Minister for Railways: To innguire
into what aspects of the industry?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: To inquire generally
into it. T want the whole thing inquired
into, The Government, through the Conser-
vator of Forests, have practised the prin-
aiple of exploitation. Group settlement
areas, containing a certain amount of tim-
ber, have been thrown open. The upset
price may have been 7s. 6d. a load. T have
known of eases where that price has gone
up to 35s. a load. When people have to go
up to that fignre there must be exploitation.

Mr. Chesson: Is it sold by competition?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Ves.

Is it pot karm
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The Minister for Railways:
four years ago.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The same practice is
followed to-day.

The Minister for Railways:
royvalty?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1T did not refer to
royalty. What has happened in the Den-
mark area? Tenders were called by the Con-
servator for the cutting of sleepers. One
man secured the eontract. The authorities
afterwards found he could not do the work.
He was not fit for it, although the officers
thought he was. The contract was cancelled
and tenders were again called. That was
only 18 months ago. There are men in the
industry known to the Government and
trusted by the departmental officers. If half-
a-dozen of these men put in a tender the Gov-
ernment should allow them cach g sixth-part
of the eontract. I would not confine the
select committee to any particular points.
The inquiry chould be into every aspect of
the industry, from the shipping overseas
to the cutting of the timber.

Hon. W, J. George: That wonld be a
hig job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. Something
snould be done because of the precarious
tosition in which the trade now is. That
upplies not only to the cutting but to the
loading as well. At one of the sidings
along the Busselton-Margaret River rail-
way one can see gangs of Sonthern Huro-
peans loading: sleepers. I saw such a gang
having tea, The men were sitting on the
ramp with a big billy between them, and
their meal consisted of lumps of bread
dipped in the tea. Several railwavs should
have been built in my distriet before now, or
mentioned in the Speech, as was the case
Jast vear. I intend fo refer to the Boyup-
Cranbrook railway and the report of the
advisory board, as well as the railway from
Manjimup to Mt. Barker, and a railway
through Pemberton to link up with Den-
mark. The Premier, through the Press,
stated that he is puiting men on to clear
the line. 1 know, too, that in the case
of the Boyup-Cranbrook railway the
sicepers have been cut, and are lying along
gide the route. T was very interested in
tiie Minister’s remarks concerning the
2000 farms scheme. and the faet that it
will eost many millions of pounds.

The Minister for Lands: T did not refer
to the cost of the 3,000 farms scheme; I

That was

The same
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do not konow what the eost will work out
at,

Mr. J. H, SMITH.:
the Press reports.

Hon. G. Taylor:
contradieted it.

The Minister for Lands: T did the other
night. One cannot go on contradicting
cverything that may appear in the Press.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: The report has not
been contradicted by the Minister, At any
rate the 3,000 farms secheme was spoken of
ag costing eight millions of money, and as
having received the approval of the Mi-
gration and Development Commission and
or the Advisory Commistee. I would point
ont to the Minister for Lands that the
railway has Deen approved at a cost of ap-
proximately half a million. The Advisory
Committee said—and it has never bheen con-
tradicted—that from 2,000 to 2,500 far-
ners could be settled successfully within
a radius of between 1214 an(d 15 miles of
the railway. That line would serve a
densely populated area in the first 15 miles
from Boyup, and the next 15 miles from
Cranbrook. I thought the niember for
Albeny would bave spoken on the sub-
jeet. I know the route from end to
end. The Press have referred to the possi-
bility of a drop in the price of wheat next
season, It would be a much sounder pro-
position for the Government to adopt if they
would immediately build that railway in a
district where mixed farming and dairying
could be successfully carried on. The work
would also absorb a number of unemployed.

Hon. @. Taylor: That would give another
2,500 farms.

The Minister for Lands: You are geiting

I am referring to

The Minister has not

on,
Mr. J. H. SMITH:
Minister has overlooked this important
aspect of the question. He may be so ob-
sessed with the wheat-growing scheme that
he has not noticed the recommendation of
the advisory board and of Mr. Bankes
Amery, who said it was a good proposition
and that cheap money would be available for
it. Why has this railway not been procceded
with?

Hon. W. J. George: You had better move
a motion of want of confidence in the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I might do that if I
had a little assistance. The railway from
Manjimup fo Mt Barker would alse run
through beautiful country that has been

Perheps  the
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settled for the last 60 or 70 years. The Rail-
way Advisory Board were very emphatic
that the line shonld be bmilt, and yet we do
not hear much about it. Since the survey
was authorised there has keen no mention of
its econstruction, althongh many railways
have since been built in the wheat areas. The
delay may be due to the pessimistic view
taken of the group settlement scheme, or be-
canse of the unsnitable loeations whieh the
Ministers had to abandon or link up with
other areas. Apparently the Government
bhave decided upon a go-slow policy in the
South-West. There is something radically
wrong with the situnation. For the sake of
the prosperity of the State these railways
should be built immediately. I intend now
to deal with group seftlement generally, but
to speak without any political bias. It is
the duty of members, in the interests of this
State, to tackle the question. I will not
allow any individual to say that group setile-
ment is a failure, as it has not yet been tried
out.

Mr. Clydesdale: It has eost a fair amount
of money.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes, under direction.
If the hon. member did not know his job,
and asked me to do something I knew
nothing about, and insisted on my doing it,
it would eost a lot of money. I wish (o com-
pliment the Minister for Lands upon the
way in which he has tackled this problem.
No doubt he has dene so in a manner that he
considers is in the best interests of the State.
During the last few months he has taken a
great deal of tronkle to understand the sitna-
tion. All the settlers with whom T have come
into contaet say that he has tramped miles
and miles on an inspection of the land. Per-
haps even yet he is not acquainted with the
peculiarities of the district. Much of the
land which has been condemned will in a few
years prove a suceess. I am not referring to
the Peel estate, about which 1 know nothing,
but to the Northeliffe country. A big blunder
was made and the Government must accept
responsibility for it.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear! That
is so.

Mr. J. H SMITH : A big biunder was
made at Northeliffe, as people were settled
there without any drainage scheme.

The Minister for Lands: A drainage
scheme there may eost anything.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But there was none.
I went aeross some of the Northeliffe flats
with the Minister, and gver the areas that the
officers of the department had put down in
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pasture, the horses we rode were Imee deeg
in water,

The Minister for Lands: That is correci.

Mr, J. H. SMITH : The Minister con
demned that Jand, and I do not blame hin
for doing so. Eventually, with a prope
drainage system, that will be fine country.

The Minister for Lands: But what do you
think of the adwministration that put settlen
on the land and cultivated it without drain
age?
Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Government mus!
aceept the responsibility, because the North
cliffe country was settled only a month o1
two after they assumed office. Of the officers
and the administration that comtrolled the
uudertaking for the previous three years |
do not think much, There must be a sincer
writing-down. I have thought out a method
of writing-down; I do not know whethe:
the Minister will approve of it. We cannol
hav ecapitalisations of £2,000, £3,000 o
£4,000 on those holdings. The Minister in
his recent speech, which I regret I was nof
present to hear, mentioned a man namec
Richmond, of Manjimup, and said he bac
a very nice holding. I agree that the hold:
ing is very nice indeed. It compares favour
ably with farms 30 or 40 years old.

The Minister for Lands: It is a beauntifu
spot.

Mr. J. . SMITH: The man has, I bhe
lieve, a eapitalisation of £2,400 or £2,500. ]
may say that he anticipated a much higher
capitalisation. e is one of the sincere men
After six vears the group settler himself
the man desiring to remain on his block, i
beginning to wonder what will happen. H¢
says, “If I have to carry a capitalisation o
£3,000, it is no use my continuing.” On the
other hand, there is the fellow who does no
care—there are a good many of that sort—
who is there simply for the job. He is in
different whether the scheme goes on for
ever, indifferent whether he iz put on hit
own respurces or not. The sooner we pu
the settlers on their own resources, the bettes
it will be for the couniry. I claim there &
only one way of doing that. To my mind
the Minister did not outline such a method
The bon. gentleman said there must be :
considerable writing-down. I contend tha
we must go further The present Greup
Settlement Board are all right, althougl
their appointment was belated ; the
ought to have been appointed before
I approve of ‘that board, althougl
generally speaking, 1 do not believe i
government by hoard after our experienc
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of the Main Roads Board, the Licenses Re-
duction Board, and one or two others. I
acknowledge, however, that the Group Set-
tlement Board are doing good and sincere
work. The Minister has not expounded to
this Chamber what the writing-down will
consist of.

The Minister for Lands: That will ecome
later.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Tt has to come, and
the sooner we know, the better,

The Minister for Lands: It canpot come
on the Address-in-reply.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I was expecting the
Minister to tell us. The only way is to get
8 valnation made of the whole property.
One cannot go on bald statements such as,
“There is a capitalisation of £2,500 on this
property, and we will write it down to
£2,000,” Writing down must be done ae-
cording to results. A practical man mnst
value buildings, fences, clearing, stock and
pasture to arrive at a capitalisation, Then
that capitalisation must in every instanee
be written down: otherwise the settler will
not make a suceess. After such a process
the good settler will be content to go on
with his block; and if he does not make good
under those conditions, another seitler will
come along and do so. The South-West
warrants that assertion.

The Minister for Lands: From your
knowledge of the South-West, what would
you say the original properties were worth?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I should sry Rieh-
mond ought to get out of the property ot
£1,500. I do not think the clearing, the
fencing, the housing and the buildings could
possibly be valued at wmore than £1,500.
The iand has always been free. Lot us re-
member that we gave these people the land.
Any man in Western Australia can get 160
acres of land to-day. No value is placed on
the land.

Mr. Mann: If the man sells the land.
surely there is a value on it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the man wants 1o
sell fo-morrow, the value of the property
would be the improvements on the land.

The Minister for Railways: It wonld not
be that, according to the results of soldier
settlement.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I agree with that. 1
am not going to touch soldier settlement.

The Minister for Railways: The man
wonld not get the value of the improve-
ments. .
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, because of ac-
erued interest, interest on interest. Too
much has been paid for land that is not
suitable, I do not want to bring uwp only
the case of Richmond. As the Minister
knows, in that district are many other pro-
perties equally valuable,

The Minister for Lands: Yes. In your
country there are some besutiful properties.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not see how those
people can fail to make good.

Mr. Clydesdale: Of how many acres are
these properties{

Mr,J. H. SMITH: A hundred seres. If
I went into figures I could quote people
making £750 a year on land not as good
as this.

The Minister for Lands: I know of suoch
cases {oo.

Mr, J. H SMITH: I do not see how
these people can possibly go wrong. Let
me add that T have seen equally good land
at Auvgusta. However, we have to tackle
the problem of group settlement, and the
way I have indieated is, in my opinion, the
only way of doing it, Next there is the
question of frmitgrowing, to which I Qesire
to call the attention of the Government.
This is a very serious matter. I refer
to louvred trucks. Last year the same
frouble occurred. Although the crop was
light, no louvred trucks were available for
fruit on aceount of the way the wheat was
coming in. The old story wus repeated
of fruit being transported in open trucks
from Bridgetown to Fremantle for ship-
ment One knows what the result would be
upon the arrival of the fruit in the Ol
Country. Last year louvred vans were used
for wheat. I hope the Minister for Rail-
ways will give that matter his attention.

The Minister for Railways: 1 certainly
will.

Mr, J, H. SMITH: I spoke about the
same {rouble the year before last.  Lasc
season the erop was only onesixth of the
usnal quantity, and the service, which was
not so bhad the year before, resulted in 2
trainload of fruit being spoilt.

The Minister for Railways: A trainload
of fruit spoilt?

Mr. J. H SMITH: Practically.  The
froit came out of coo! store, and then was
conveyed in open trucks to Fremanile.

The Mirister for Railways: What sort of
trucks were used?
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: Open trucks with
tarpaulins over the top of them.

The Minister for Railways: We are build-
ing 50 more louvred trucks.

Hon. W, J. George: The open trucks
should have gone to the wheat, and the
louvred trucks fo the fruit.

The Minister for Railways: Yes.

Mr. J, H SMITH: It was bad manage-
ment. The fruit industry is important, and
requires a fair amount of attention from
the Railway Department, Now as to the
Licenses Reduction Board. Do the Govern-
ment intend to continue that board?

Mr. Mann: The board will lapse next
month.

Mr. J. H SMITH: Yes. I want fo know
whether the board is to be continued.

The Minister for Railways: We must
deal with the matfer this session. If the
Act is not continued this session, the board
will lapse.

Mr. Mann: By the Act the board will
lapse next month.

The Minister for Railways: No; on the
31st December, 1928

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I wish to refer ‘o
the poliey of the Licenses Reduction Boari.
In rising country towns the man who has
the most pull, or can employ the finest archi-
tect or the best lawyer, gets the license.
whoever puts up the best case gets the
license. Then the Licenses Reduction
Board come along and decide that the man
who secured the license must build an elab-
orate place costing anything from £10,000
to £15,000.

Mr. Clydesdale: Teuders are called, are
they not?

Mr. J. H, SMITH: No.

Mr. Mann: Under one section of the Act,
tenders are called, but not under the other
seetion.

The Minister for Railways: A premium is
fixed.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Yes, in the same way
as the preminm for the re-opening of the
Brighton Hotel was fixed. That botel was
delicensed, and the owner was kept
ount of it for three or four years. He went
to all sorts of trouble and expense; the
matter cost him thousands of pounds in
litigation. The board re-granted the man
his license, and charged him £3,000 for it.

Mr. Clydesdale: And he charged the
other fellow five!

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am only dealing
with the prineiple of the thing.

The Minister for Railways: The owner
must have run the hotel verv badly, that it
should be delicensed while a wine shop was
continued.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister
Justice controls the police.

The Minister for Raillways: No. .

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Well, the Minister
did at that time, if he does not now.

The Minister for Railways: The hotel
was shut up about six years ago.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The hotel was elosed
by referendam, and the owner was charged
£3,000 for permission to re-open it.

Hon. W. J. George: That is where the
profitecring comes in. We must make the
Licenses Reduetion Board sit up.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: To my way of think-
ing, there should not be a town in this State
without two or three licensed houses, in-
cluding State hotels.  The Minister may
believe in the State hotels: 1 do not. State
hotels are good business propositions where
two or three hotels could make an excellent
living and give a betber service.

Hon. G. Taylor: And cater better for the
public.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T refer not only to
State hotels. We have instances of men
confrolling many licenses throughout West-
ern Australia. Tn places where a monopoly
exists, it is a compliment to get a meal;
and so far as drink js concerned, one gets
but rarely a decent-sized pot, and if one
asks for whisky one does not know what
sort of whisky one gets. All this because
there i3 no competition.

Mr. Clydesdale: Be fair. Are not the
conditions better to-day than ever they
were?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No. They are not
in the same street as they were. Hotels will
close themselves. It is all very well for the
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) to
say conditions are hetter than they were.

My, Clydesdale: Yon do not know what
vou are falking abont.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have had just a<
muci: experience in connection with hotels
as the hon. member has had. Te-day, wor-
ditions in many hotels are seandalous. Ti-c
Weights and Measures Aet should be aplicd
to hotels, To-day the liquor trade is uot as
zood a8 it used to be. We have the illustra-
tion of the Licenses Reduction RBoard going
to Kalgoorlic and, acainst the wishes of the
people, closing hotels there.

for
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Mr, Clydesdale: Vested inlerests.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: | do not know
whether it is vested interests. If it were,
the hotels would elose of their own aceount.
If the department did its duty and saw to
it thut the hotels were properly conducted,
and refrained from doing business after
hours, the hotels would close themselves.
But certainly there are vested interests
where monopolies ean be secured. I shall
have something to say on this matter when
the Minister brings down his Bill for the
re-appointment of the Licensing Board. We
should revert to the old system of the ser-
geant in charge of the police district. a
lending justice of the peace, and a resident
magistrate granting and renewing licenses.
That system was much better than the pre-
sent one,

Mr. Clydesdale: 1)o you think sof

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I do.

Mr. Clydesdale: You are about the only
one in the State who thinks su.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: T know many others
who think the same. In my own electorate
there are monopolies where there should be
two or three hotels. I know of one place at
Greenhushes that was elosed, while the board
instructed another hotel-keeper to szpend
£1,400. One the question of unemployment.
in my opinion the Government have fallen
down on their joh. During the last three
years unemployment has not been a season-
al matter, but has spread right throughout
the State. Every man has the right to work,
Excuses are being made that unemnployment
is the result of an influx of foreign element.
Never hefore have the Government had so
murh money to spend on developmental
work, so there should he no unemployment
in the State.  The Government have not
dene their duty. Unmoved, they have seen
hundreds of men walking abont Perth look-
ing for a meal. When those men, or some
of them, went to the Premier, he refused to
meet them. We have even had the spectacle
of trade unions carrying resolutions against
the Government and demanding that they
shourld meet the unemploved.

The Minister for Railways: Put yourselt
in the place of the unemployed. When you
go to the Premier's office do you get in with-
out delay?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, but the Premier
does not barricade his doors sgainst me.
Dring the waitresses’ strike, when men had
tn sell their property because revolutionists
were hreaking into those places, the polics
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were not brought out for their protection.
The police were looking on, afraid to move,
We even had the Minister for Railways
threatened. He was going to be murdered.
No police were brought out for his protec-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: Oh dear!

AMr, J. H. SMITH: More recently we had
hundreds of men walking about Perth with
their bellies empty, and because they looked
for work we had the police tearing through
them in the main street, without a word
of protest being uttered by the Government.
That is what we have had, and that from
a Lahour Government. Under the previous
Government there was no unemployment of
any deseription. T remember the oecasion
when the Governor came up to open Par-
liament, and a member of the House rushed
around and got a numher of wnemployed to
come along and hoot the Governor,

The Minister for Lands: Who was that
member?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: You know, as well
as I do. Before the change of Government
we could speak from every platform and
say that no manm in Western Australia
wanted work without being able to get it.
We eannot say that to-day. The Premier
declared in the Press that if any man came
from the country to Perth, no employment
would be found for him. Men ocut of work
were to remain in the country districts.
Yet when any of the unemployed in the
country districts apply for public work in
the country they cannot be employed un-
fess they join up through the Labour
Burean in Perth,

The Minister for Railways: Oh yes, they
can.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Bot they cannot. The
Minister for Mines contradicted that state-
ment the other night, but afterwards we
had an officer of the department declaring
that the statement was correct.

The Minister for Mines: I say it is not
eorrect; and T go further and say you know
it is not correct.

Mr. J. H  SMITH: The Minister knows
it is correct. Ie knows that from his own
officer.

The Minister for Mines: He is not my
affieer.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Well you know it is
eorrect.

The Minister for Mines: I know it is in-
rorrect.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: It was reported in the
Press ihat the supervisor stated in regard
to Iocal employment that there was a mis-
conception, as men could not be taken on
by dribbling into town. He said that some
had even walked out to Forrestania expect-
ing to e given work, but that gangs were
made ap in Perth, and consequently writ-
ten applications had to be made in Perth.
He said that anotiher contingent would leave
Perth by the following Monday's frain,

The Minister for Mines: Who said that?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The supervisor.

The Minister for Mines: Which super-
visor said it?  That was wired from
Southern Cross. It was not from an officer
of the department. T know who sent the
wire. The sender had nothing to do with
the department.

My, J. H, SMITH: Well, why does not
the Minister take action against him?

The Minister for Mines: He i3 not em-
ployed by us.

Mr. Lindsay: Al the eountry papers say
the same thing.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: T know that men bave
made application for work in my distriet,
and that they eannot get employment with-
out first coming to Perth. Moreover before
they can get employment they have to join
a braneh of the A.W.U,

Hon. G, Taylor: That’s the way to
whistle it.

The Minister for AMines: That has been
said so often that it is of no use contradiet-
ing it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I may he able to
answer the Minister in his own language.
However, I am waiting for the member for
Mt. Margavet (JMr. Taylor) to hold forth,
when he may get a bit of whistling, too.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, we know
him well.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: YWherever possible {
am prepared to as<ist the Ministers, but as
for the unemployed of this country, Minis-
ters are not doing too well,

The Minister for Raillways:
hear these remarks.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister oucht
to hear them even more often. He and his
colleagues do not seem to eare, and when
we try to point out what is in the interests
of Western Australia, it is like a voice ery-
ing in the wilderness.,

The Minister for Railways: Yet the coun-
try goes ahead just the same,

We often
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: The country cannot
be going ahead when thousands of men are
looking for work.

The Minister for Lands: But it is.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the conntry were
going ahead, there would be no unemploy-
ment.

The 1Minister for Railways: But if
10,000 men from the Eastern States come
in next week, how is unemployment to be
avoided?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They would require
to have money to get here.

The Minister for Railways:
them jump the trains,

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Is the Minisler ask-
ing us to believe that fhousands of men are
jumping the trains to get over here? I
want to get back to the subject of South-
ern Europeans and Jugo-Slavs. The South-
ern Europeans have delved in our mines, and
I know that some of them in my distriet
are splendid men, as finre as one could meet.
But is the Minister for Lands justified in
saying when those people are in the country
that we shall not allow farmers under the
Agricultural Bank fo employ them?

The Minister for Lands: In your opening
vemarks you said those men eul wages.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: But I also said that,
all things being equal, the Australian is not
afraid of the foreigner.

The Minister for Lands: Are things not
equal in your electorate?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not when the for-
vigner is prepared to work for less than
the standard wage.

The Minister for Lands: The same
thing is to be found in the agrieultural
aveas.

Mr. Lindsay: But that is not general.

The Minister for Lands: It occurs in
quite too many cases.

My, J. H. SMITH: 1 do not objeet to
the Southern European. e have him in
our country, we cannot have him starved,
ond we cannot deport him. So let us face
the faets,

The Minister for Lands: We must dis-
conraze them from coming here in num-
Lers that eannot be absorbed.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Yes. I want to see
onr own coming here. But when the
Southern TLuropeans are already in the
vountry, we must not debar them from em-
ployment.

The Minister for Lands: I know of 50
timher workers ready to undertake clear-

Plenty of
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ing. Yet the farmer will employ the for-
cigners and pretend that he cannot get
Britishers.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: If the Minister had
50 good timber wotrkers for clearing, they
should be able to get work

The SPEARKER: I ask the hon. mem-
ber to address the Cbair. He has been
addressing other hon, members and answes-
ing their questions.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am sorry, Sir; 1
will not transgress again. At any rate, I
was about to concinde my remarks. 1
hope the Government will take mnotice
of what I have said on the subject of un-
employment. I admit it is a difficult subject,
but the Government should tackle it in a
proper manner and not refuse to meet the
men when they are erying out for bread.
That is all I bave to say on the Address-
in-reply.

MR. CHEBSON (Cue) [831]: A lot
has been sald about the guestion of unem-
ployment and as it is State-wide, I would
be failing ir my duty if I did not refer to
the subject. I regret that some provision
has not been made for the expenditure of
money on publie works during the winter
months, so as to absorb those people who
are able to gef employment only at eertain
geasons of the year. 'We all know that
quife a pumber find their way to the eity
at eertain times of the year after having
worked in the country. Take the pastoral
areas, and the shearers who are employed
during fized months on various stations.
Most of these people have their homes in
the metropolitan area and when they have
finished their work in the country they
drift back to the eity. The same thing
may be said of agricultural workers. After
the harvest has been taken off they too,
return to the mebropolitan area, and the
conseguence is that in the winter months
when they congregate in the city, it is dif-
ficuli for them to find employment. This
trouble has been with us for as long a
period as I can remember. I admit that
this year the unemployment question has
heen worsg than we have known it to be
for some time past. This state of affairs
esn easily be acecounted for. We had a
bumper harvest last season and that faet
was well advertised in the East. There
were failures in the harvests of most of
the other States and that, together with

[15)
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the dismissals from the Railway De-
partment of South Australia, was respon-
sible for the influx from the Eastern States
lo Western Australia. I have come into
contact with a good many of these people
and found them all to be a good elass of
men, I am sorry tbat it has not been pos-
gible to find work for all of them. We
realise that in the period of the gold boom,
many of us drifted over here and wmade
tood. Therefore, if the people who are
coming to this State now, could find em-
ployment, no doubt many, like ourselves,
would also make good. But it is hardly
to be expeeted that Western Australia can
wake provision for all the uremployed of
Australis. We have also bhad an influx of
people from Southern Europe. From stat-
isties that have been published we gather
that the majority of the Southern Euro-
peans have been going either to Queensland
or coming to this State. Whilst T have
nothing to say against these men, our first
duty is to our own people,

Mr. Mann: There wonld not be a5 many
in your distriet, to-day as there were 10
or 20 years ago.

Mr., CHESSON: No, we have not the
Great Fingal working now.

Mr. Heron: They have drifted into the
{arming areas.
Mr. CHESSON: I have had a good deal

of experience in connection with the em.
ployment of Southern Europeans, and [
know that most of them have always been
exploited by their own countrymen. The
wiore experienced of them take contraets,
but not at a eut price.  The contractor
gets the price he asks, but he does not
pay his countrymen what he shounld pay
them. That kind of thing happened
in the mining days. On the Great Fingal
mine there was an Italian contractor named
Ceruti who always employed new chum
Italians. Then when these Italians under-
stood enough English and found they were
being exploited, Ceruti got rid of them
and filled their places with later arrivals
who, in turn, were unable to speak a word
of English, Al that they ecould say was
*‘Day Dawn’’ and they boarded the trains
and were dumped off af Day Dawn when
fhe train got there. These men worked
in rises and no provision was made for
them in the way of ventilation or any-
taing else. Most of these men died as s
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result of the bad mining copditions of
those days.

Mr. Lindsay: Is Ceruti siill living?

Mr. CHESSON: No, he too has passed
cut. We know that this class of labour
is exploited even to-day. At the present
fime if we go to the wood lines we
see this elass of labour engaged there.
Now as for the difference beiween
the Southern European aund the Austra-
lian worker, I do not hesitate to
say that there is any comparison: ‘he Aus-
tralian is head and shoulders above the
Southern European in work associated with
mining or sleeper cutting. Have not all {he
champion axemen heen Australians? I ad-
mit that Southern Europeans are also good
workers, but when it comes to a question
of capable and efficient labour, the Southern
European is not in it with the Australian.
Wheo T hear men say that they are nol
able to get Australians to elear their land,
I come to the coneclusion phat there is some-
thing wrong. My experience is that if an
Australian is treated decently be will always
work well for his employer. We should, of
course, provide him with n decent hounse to
live in.

Mr. Lindsay: You would not expeet »
house to be provided when he is clearing
the land?

My, CHESSON: I do not say that, but
in these days of motor trunsport there
should not be any difficuliy in providing
him with all his supplies and reasonable
comfort.

Myr. Lindsay: That is always done.

Mr. CHESSON: Then there must be
something wrong if farmers cannot get a
decent class of Australian te do the work
of elearing. Of course we would not expect
a man born and bred in the city and having
done clerical work, to take on the laborious
task of clearing land and making good.
There has been & good deal of eriticism
about the incidence of the vermin fax, and
a lot has been said aboui this tax affecting
one seetiop of the community more than an-
other. The pastoralist is concerned more
about the destruction of the dingo, the fox
and the eagle-hawk. If members knew what
a big sum was paid in the pastora! areas,
they wounld realise thar in those paris of
the Btate these pest: were heing destroyed
in great numbers. We know that the dingo
is migratory and if it had not been for the
pustoralist acting as a buffer between his
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areas and the agricultura) distriets, the ding:
would have worked his way down in greate
numbers and infested the agrieultural areas
At one time the foxes were no forther nort!

than Mullewa. Now they have worked thei
way further north than Cue.
Mr. Lindsay: Foxes are now working

their way down.

Mr. CHESSON: Squatters never mow
from their distriets; they are always laying
baits. 1f 1t had not beer for the squatten
in the back country, there would be mox
dingoes in the sgrieuliura: areas, Arount
Cue at the present time there are practically
no dingoes. Station owners have gone oul
further than other people iu their effort:
to destroy this pest, and they make no noise
about their success in this direetion.

Mr. Lindsay: I should nob think they
would.

Mr. CHESSON: 1In the agricalturyl
areas the settlers have to contend with the
rabbit pest.

Mr. Lindsay: We are not asking the pas-
torialist to destroy rabbits.

Mr. CHESSON: Rabbits will not live
in the pastoral areas, at any rale, not for
any length of time. They die out rapidiy as
soon as a& dry spell sets in. Oue ean travel
for miles in the pastoral areas without see-
ing any sign of a rahbit, ithough in the
good seasons ome mighi come aecross a few
occasionally. I do not consider the rabbit
will ever become a menace to the pastoralist.
I wish to thank the Governmeni for the
assistance they are rendering through the
Agricultural Bank fo the young pastoralist
who is starting out om his own account.
There are cases in which young people, the
sons of squatters, have acquired small hold-
ings of perbaps 1N0,00C acres. These peo-
ple appreciate very much the help that is
being rendered them. There has heen a good
deal said by way of criticism ahont the train
service through Wongan Hillz to Meeka-
tharra. I travel over that line as often
as most people, and I have very little fault
to find with the servicee When one arrivas
at Mullewa there is a change of train. Then
the journey to Meekatharra starts from
Geraldton. The biggest fault, perhaps, is
in connection with the charge over.
In the change over, adequate provision is
not made for the passengers who have to
travel over the longer distances, The re-
sult is that many people have to get into
compartments that are practically full. At
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one time the corridor cars were taken as
far as Meekatharra, but subsequently it was
decided they would not run beyond Mullewa.
A deputation waited vpon the Commissioner
of Railways to diseuss the matter and Col-
onel Pope informed us that the reason for
the alteration was to enable an extra load
of stock trucks to be taken up. We were
promised that in the change over, elean
carriages would be provided, but that pro-
mise has not been fulfilled. The carriages
come through from Geraldton and there is
no opportunity to clean them en route. On
the return journey from Meekatharra, after
changing over to the corridor cars, there is
not much complaint fo be made. It has
been urged that the carriages in use are
leaky ones, When we consider the heat
in the summer, it is not to be wondered at
that when the rains come, the carriages
prove leaky, especially when we realise how
timber shrinks in the heat. Reference is
made in the Governor's Speech to legisla-
tion dealing with hospitals, and I believe
o hospital tax is on the tapis. We should
endeavour to provide more revenue for onr
hospitals and to that end, we should not fail
to introduce a lottery Bill. Huge sums of
money are sent out of Western Australia
each year to Tattersalls in Tasmania, and
the Golden Casket in Queensland. There
is no charce of stopping that sort of thing,
and if we were fo run a lottery in Western
Australia, we could divert mueh of that
money and make it available for hospitals
and charities within our own borders. When
legislation with that object in view was
passed by a large majority in this House,
it was rejected in the Legislative Council.
Sinece then some of the members of the
Upper House have visited Queensland and
they have changed their minds. In view of
that, I believe that we could now seenre
the passage of legislation sueh as I have
indicated. If we can keep that money within
the State, we will have achieved something
of advantage. Dealing with the stoek traflic
of the Murchison, I wish to draw the atten-
tion of the House to the large number of
stock that pass through the Cue yards. The
following extract from the “Murehison
Times” iz of interest:—

The following very interesting figures were
courteousiy supplicd by the stationmaster, Cue,
in regurd to railage of stock and wool from
Cue railway station for the 12 months ending

June 30:—Cattle, 2,333; sheep, 20,735; wool,
4,071 bales. A careful estimate made of these
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figures gives the following values:—Cattle,
£27,996. sheep, £20,735; wool, £101,775; tota),
£150,806.

Those figures indicate the number of stock
paszing through Cue from the Murehison,
They do not take into acecount the stock
ghifted from Meekatharra, Tuckanarra, Mt.
Magnet and other centres.

The Minister for Railways: Did not the
lighting of the yards prove of great assist-
anced

Mr. CHESSON: Yes. The Government
came to the assistance of the local road
board and enabled the railway yards to be
lighted at night. As a resalt, all stock is
loaded in the yards at about 3 a.m., where
previously that work had to be undertaken
during the day time. From a humapitarian
standpoint alone the (Government are to be
commended for their action. Coming to the
mining industry, hon. members will realise
what an important part that indostry has
played, and is still playing, in the develop-
ment of the State. Over £1,700,000 worth
of gold has been taken from the mines dur-
ing the past 12 months. In 1890 the popu-
lation of this State was very small; now it
exceeds 400,000 people. When we realise
those figures, we also appreciate what min-
ing has meant for the State. Had it not
been for that indnstry, in all probability
railway lines would wot have been con-
structed for perhaps another 20 years to
the Murchison and other outlying parts,
where the pasioral and agrieultural indus-
tries have grown up in addition to mining
operations. In the Murchison to-day the
agricultural areas have extended to Mullewa,
and the railways that were boilt for mining
purposes are now available to serve the in-
terests of agriculture in the outlying parts.
The same thing applies in the Eastern Gold-
fields districts where agricoliure has ex-
tended to beyond Southern Cross. In addi-
tion, it has to be remembered that the gold-
fields provided markets for the produce of
pastoralists in earlier days. I want to refer
to a little history to show how the prosperity
of the State was foretold in very early days.
It was in 1854 that Austin, the explorer,
Ied the so-called North-Eastern Expedition,
which began at Northam and ended at the
Geraldine mining settflement. On his way
through what is now the Murchison, he
named Mt, Magnet and found evidence of
auriferous wealth sufficient to draw from
him in his report in 1855 the prophetic
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words, “The country around Lake Austin
is probably ome of the finest goldfields in
the world.” How true was his foreeast, sub-
sequent years served to verify. Had his
words been taken seriously in 1855, what a
wonderful thing it would have meant to the
progress of the State! Representatives of
mining constituencies c¢an have po eom-
plaints to urge against the Government when
we take into consideration the money that
has been provided for developing those areas
and for the encouragemeni of prospectiug.
The Government have shown their practical
sympathy in connection with the mining
industry by encouragement wherever pos-
sible. The aetivity that has been going on
at Wiluna has resulted in the mines at that
centre becoming the best developed proposi-
tions in the State. Very little more can
be done until the line from Meekatharra to
Wiluna is constructed. We hope we shall
not have to wait very long for the comple-
tion of that work. Then, again, we are in-
terested in the construction of the Geraldton
harbour, which is the natural port for the
Murehison district. ~ With adequate pro-
visions to meet the requirements of the dis-
trict, there will be a far better railway ser-
vicee In order to [ully avail ourselves
of the manganese deposits, we have to await
the construction of a line from the Horse-
shoe and from Wiluna.

Mr. Lindsay: Have they done anything
with the manganese yet?

Mr. CHESSON: Nothing further can
be done pending the completion of the work
at the Geraldton end. 1t is necessary to
erect a bin capable of holding 10,000 tons,
so that boats can be loaded as expeditionsly
and as economically as possible.

Hon. G. Tavlor: The railway line has
heen eomplefed.

Mr. CHESSON: But not hallasted.

Hon. G. Tayler: They will not ballast that
line.

Mr CHESSON: They will have to do so,
in order that the heavy loads may be earried.
The Government have extended great assist-
ance to the mining industry in my electorate,
particularly in eonnection with diamond
4rill horing. In the Cue district, three bores
have been completed and the lode has been
cut at depths ranging from 400 to 600 feet
in the sulphide zone. The resalts have been
very satisfactory. Without fear of ecoutra-
diction, it ean be said that those results are
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better than those obtained elsewhere for
long time past,

Hon. G. Taylor:
being put down?

Mr. CHESSON: At Reidys. Three has
been completed; another is ahout complete
nnd the fifth is getting down.

Hon, G. Taylor: All on the same lode?

Mr. CHESSON: Yes. The lode has bee
cut for depths ranging from 12 feet to &
feet.

Hon. G. Taylor: Good business!

Mr. CHESSON: It looks as if Reidy
will develop inte a decent mine. The fift
hore has yet to be put down, Boring iy als
to be undertaken at the Big Bell Mine. Th:
is an enormous proposition.

Hon. G, Taylor: It is the biggest in tk
State, is it not9

Mr. CHESSON: Yes; it has bee
sampled on the surface over a big distane
It is such a big lode that the boring wi
take place in the lode practieally from stm
to finish. A start will be made in lod
and the hore will be prospecting in lod
matter the whole way. I am very sap
guine as to the results there, We hav
a fair number of men weorking on the 1oon
tin and on the emeralds. Probably ther
has been a bit of a ramp in conneetion wit
the market. A good deal of work has bee
done. I was talking to an expert, Mr. Birc
who said he had never seen a placz wher
there were so many emeralds. He eon
sidered the place worth development. Th
emeralds being seeured had a market valw
for decorative purpeses in Japan, bur h
was of opinion that at depth a better clag
of stone would be obtained. T wish fo thaul
the Government on behalf of the prospectur
of my distriet for the assistance granted t
them. Every genuine prospector whe ha
put in a elaim has received assistanec.

Hon. G. Taylor: I think you are righ
there.

Mr. CHESSON: We vealise that when :
man goes oul prospecling he is likely ti
find something that will be beueficial no
only to himself, but to the State. and every
hody agrees to assistance being granted t«
that class of man.

Hon. G. Taylor: We ought to kesp a
many of them out as possible.

Mr. CITESSON: The Govermuent havi
done really good work in assisting them
The Government assisfanee in the maticr of
crushing facilities has also been mos: use
ful. The earting subsidv has been a greal

Where are the hon
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hoon to the prospector. It means that
everybody is placed on the basis of a 5-mile
radius from the battery. Even if a man is
working a show 20 miles Irom the battery,
it costs him only 5s. to cart his ore. Conse-
quently ore of comparatively low value ean
be treated. The Cue battery holds the record
this year for tonnage put through. Some
of the crushings have given low refurns,
but we must realise that the men engaged
in such work have suceeeded in living and
paying their way. Every ocunce of gold
taken out of the ground represents new
money.,

AMr. Lindsay: Does not that apply to all
primary produetion?

Mr. CHESSON: Gold has a standard
value, and did not benefit during the war;
in faet, Western Australia lost on iis gold
produetion during the war period. When
we remember that thres £1 notes are put
into cireulation for every sovereign coined,
we can realie what a fine work the pros-
pectors are doing for the State. The Fed-
eral erant to assist prosperting was utterly
useless to Western Australin. The Federal
Government set aside a sum of about £30,000
for the whole of the States, but the condi-
tions attached to il were impossible. It was
stipulated that the State had to spend the
whole of its mines development vote before
it eonld partake in the Federal grant. The
only place that could benefit under the con-
ditions imposed was the Northern Territory.
If a further sum for the assistance of pros-
pecting is made avaliable by the Federal
Government, T hope this State will he given
an opportunity to take advantage of it. I
am in the happy position of being able to
say that I have no grievances to air in re-
spect of my electorate.

Hon. G. Taylor: You are very fortunate.

Mr. CHESSON: Of course, we have the
unemployed problem with us, but we make
an effort to provide employment in the dis-
trict. We do not advise our men who are
out of work fo go to Perth. People are
only too apt to drift to the city. When I
am in my electorate I make a practice of
ealling on the stafion people. Wool has
heen eommanding a fair price and many of
the station owners have work to be done.
When T tell them that T have a couple of
reliable men wanting work, station owners
will often put work in hand earlier than
they had intended. In this way the station
owners work hand in hand with the other
members of the tommmnnity. The mining
prospects are brighter than they have been
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for some years. People are optimistie
about the development of Wiluna and the
castern goldfields generally. It is now
ensier to get local assistance to equip and
fend ount prospecting parties than it has
been for some time past. With the parties
that are ont prospecting under Govern-
ment assistance, the outlook is certainly
more hopeful. A more optimistic view of
iining is being taken by the general pub-
lic, and I hope that the optimism will be
justitied and that we shall get some big
development that will redound to the bene-
fit of the State.

ME. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.7]: Every
member who has spoken on this motion
has stressed the importance of the unem-
ployed question, and I desire to say 2 few
words on the subjeet. Unfortunately West-
ern Australia is not the only State that
is experiencing this trouble. Lt appears to
be general right through Australia. Lasi
Thursday in Adelaide I saw a procession
of 800 or 900 men. They seem to hold a
procession twice a week in that eity, just
tv keep before the public the fact that
there are unemployed in Adelaide. 1 heard
rather o funny motion discussed in the
Legislative Assembly that evening. The
Leader of the Qpposition moved thai the
House should allow twe members of the
anemployed to come to the bar and put
their case before members.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is that a fact?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and the debate oe-
cupied nearly the whole day. The Leader
of the Opposition did not speeity which
bar he had in mind, but the Premier blew
ount the motion pretty quickly when he ad-
vised the House that one of the men sng-
rested as spokesman was a recent arrival
irom Sydney and was a well-known com-
munist agitator.

Hon. G. Taylor:
phrase.

Mr. ANGELO: However, unemploy-
ment i8 a matter which we should consider,
snd on which we should give any advice
that may prove of assistance. I should
Iike to know whether the Premier and the
Minister for Lands read the leading article
that appeared in the “Daily News” on 26th
July last, entitled “The Problem of Unem-
pioyment.’’ Therein was given a sugges-
tion that appealed to me as being well
worihy of econsideration, becaunse 1 ser-

That was a good stoek
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iously believe that, if it were carried into
offect, it wounld solve the difficulty to a
great extent. The suggestion would mean
the employment, I believe, of 85 or 90 per
cent. of the workless. It would speed up
production considerably, it would cost
practically nothing, so far as unemploy-
iient was concerned, and it might add eon-
siderably to the experience of men who
had not dome that elass of work
and perhaps create a class of worker,
ruamely clearers, that would be welecomed
by the farmers in preference to Somth-
ein Eurcpeans. The sugzestion, briefly
stated, was that the (tovernment shonld
set aside some 300 or 440 of the 3,000 farms
and offer clearing contraets to the unem-
ployed, say to little sections of three or four
men. Suppose they went out in lots of
three and there were 300 blocks on which
they could be given clearing contracts, it
would mean the employment of 900 men.
The men would be paid the uswval contract
priee which, in my opinion, is the key of
the suggestion, and when the lot was put
up for sale, there would be no diffienlty
whatever in getting value for it. In the
course of my business I meet numbers of
people from the Basfern States who have
come to Western Australia to buy farms,
and I can safely say that nine out of ten
of them would prefer to get a partly im-
proved property. They do not seem desir-
ous to go out into the virgin country and
start to cut down the first tree, If they
counld go on to farms with 300 or 400 acres
cleared—and most of them have the moncy
to pay for the clenring—they would prefer
properties of that kind. If the Government
placed a proposition of the kind before men
genninely desirous of obtaining work, they
wounld undertake it.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would be idle for
them io take it on otherwise.

Mr. ANGELO: It is the function of gov-
ernment to find employment for men out
of work. If the Government offered such
men employment at the contraet rate for
clearing and they refused the work, the
Government’s responsibility to them would
end. They eonld say to the men, “We offer
you this work; thousands of men have been
doing similar work at the same rate of con-
tract, and if you do not choose to iake if,
wa have done our best for yon and you can
go somewhere else.”

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. G&. Taylor: Bat that would not
vent agitation.

Mr. ANGELOQ: The Government co
set aside blocks to the number of 300 or -
and announce that they were prepared
let contracts for clearing 200 or 300 ac
on each to teams of three or four men.
men could go out and earn good mor
and the cost of the work could be m
an epcumbrance against the partict
blocks. The money might come out of
Agricultural Bank. I do not see m
difference betwen a person who aequire
bock through the Agrienltural Bank, Y
rowing hundreds of pounds for eleari
and the Government borrowing through
bank, and making the money they h
spent upon the block an encumbrance
the title. When the purchaser comes alo
he can either pay the money which °
been expended on clearipg, or take up
encumbrance from the bank. Perhaps s¢
special advance ag¢ecount might be crea
to cover such a procedure, I feel sure, p
vided only the present contraet rate 3
pzaid and the work was propetly done, ¢
passed by a competent inspector, every
of those blocks would be sold and the mo:
advanced for the clearing would be refun
to the Government, It would be only
temporary loan, because nine out of ten p
sons looking for land seem fo prefer a p
tially improved property. This wo
mean a great deal in the way of speed
wp our production, We want a 50,000,
bushel yield next year to celebrate our e
tenary, What a fine thing it would be
on 300 farms we had an additional !
acres cleared, representing 9,000 more ac
of whent towards our objective, I feel s
that every penny of the money advan
to carry out such a scheme would be rep
to the Government, except possibly the ¢
of a few supervisors, which would be v
little compared with the cost of doling
meals to the unemployed. Lastly I f
gertain that if these men were put on
the work and became accustomed to
having served their apprenticeship in if,
it were, they would find there was g«
money to be earned by clearing, We sbo
thus ereate a new class of clearer, who wo
find ready employment amongst the farm
after these particular jobs had been do
Buch a scheme has been earried out hefc
I think the late Mr. Hopkins, when Minis
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for Lands, had a lot of clearing done in an-
ti€pation of the subsequent sale of the land.

Mr; Lindsay : That was not too snccessful,

Mr. ANGELO: That may be so, because
the work was done by day labour. I am not
suggesting day labour in this ease.

Mr. Lindsay: That was for ringbarking
and serubbing. The timhber grew up again
before the settlers could make use of the
land. The work was badly done.

Mr. ANGELO: Hundreds of men are
ready to purchase blocks as soon as the
clearing has been effected. I would ask the
Government to give these suggestions some
thought. IFf it relieved the situation and
assisted 90 per cent. of the unemployed it
might be followed up later by farther clear-
ing along the same lines. I have an idea
the Government do not like contract work,
but in times of stress we have to take ex-
ceptional measures to overcome difficulties.
I hope the Government will see if the sug-
gestion put forward by the “Daily News”
eannot be gone into and perhaps given effect
to, thereby not only relieving those who are
unemployed, hut speeding mp production
generally.

The Premier: Yon do not know what has
heen happening. You wmust have been out
of the State for n few weeks.

Mr. ANGELO: I the Premier can tell
me that something lms already been done
in this direction, T shall be only foo glad
to hear it.

The Premier: All that was done weeks
ago. How long have you been away?

Mr. ANGELO: I am delighted to hear it.
T have read nnmbers of speeches as well as
the papers, but T have heard of no action
being taken in this direction. I have heard
that land has been cleared out from South-
ern Cross for roads only, but I understand
the actual work of clearing lots has not yet
been started.

The Premier: You have not been long
enough back to make vourseif acquainted
with all the faects.

Mr, ANGELO: I am glad to hear that
something in this direetion is being done.
It is the right way to set about such work.
[f, therefore, what I have been talking
about cannot be taken as a snggestion, 1
am only too pleased to compliment the Gov-
asrmment upon having already started this
scheme.

On motion by Mr,
journed.

Rowe, dehate ad-

House adjourned at 9.22 p.m.
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The SPREAKER took the Clair al 4.50
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—POLICE BENEFIT
FUND.

Seale of Benefits,

Mr. BE, B, JOHNSTON asked the Alin-
rter for Police: 1, Have the Government
given effect to the recommendation of the
select committee of the Legislative As-
sembly appointed to inquire into the Police
Benefit Fund, nnamely that the seale of
benefits for officers who have joined the
Police Force sinee 1917 be increased to the
1ate applicablesto officers who joined prior
to that date? 2, 1f not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, No. 2, It is not at present considered
that the finaneial position of the fund is
sufficiently strong to allow of the exten-
sion of benefits as mentioned in (1},

Superannuaiion Scheme.

M:. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Min-
ister for Police;: What action has been
taken by the (iovernment in regard to the
recommendation of the select committee of
tie Legislative Assembly appointed to in-
guire into the practicahility of converting
the Police Benefit Fund into a superan-
nnation seheme:—“That the Police Benpefit
J'und be converted into a pension scheme
stmilar in respect to pensions, gratuities.
znd allowances to thal covering theVietor-
ion police foree’'?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
Similar requesis have also been received



